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N A R RAT I V E 


OF THE 

Trans AQ,T ioN^ in BENGAL. 


T '^anjlation of a Letter from the Nabob 
to the Gofoertm’, Dated Msurch 26, 
1762. 

“ OUR friendly letter, dated 

^ Y ^ the 17th of Shaaban, I have 
received, and I rejoice at the 
news of your welfare. You wrote that, 
** Mr. Ellis applied to Mharajah Raje- 
bullub, as Naib of Azimabad, and ob- 
tained from him a letter to Shujan Sing, 
the Kelladar of Mongheer, which he 
fent him; and that the Mharajah know- 
VoL. II. B ing 
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A Narrative of the 

ing himfelf to be Naib, wrote a letter 
and gave it j that the Kelladar would not 
fufFer the ferjeant to go into the fort to 
look after the foldiers, and made a dillur- 
bance for a trifling affair ■, that I fhould 
write a perwannah to the faid Kelladar, 
and order him to fuffer the fort to be 
fearched for the foldiers ; and that he be 
punifhed in cafe they be found there.” 

Whatever you write is proper : yet, 
from my firft acceffion to the govern- 
ment, I have perceived, that many Englifh 
gentlemen were ill affedted to me, and 
that the country was not in my own hands. 
The caufe of the difaffedlion of thofe 
gentlemen I know not ; you may. The 
caufe of the country’s not being in my 
hands is this ; that from the fadlory of 
Calcutta to Coffimbuzar, Patna and 
Dacca, all the Englifh chiefs, with their 
gomaflahs, officers and agents, in every 
diflridl of the government, adt as col- 
ledlors, renters, zemindars and taalook- 
dars, and fetting up the Company’s 
colors, allow no power to my officers. 
And befides this, the gomaftahs and o- 

ther 
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ther fervants in every diflrift, in every 
gunge, perganah and village, carry on 
a trade in oil, fiih, ftraw, bamboos, rice, 
paddy, beetle-nut, and other things j 
and every man with a Company’s duftuck 
in his hand, regards himfelf as not lefs 
than the Company. In this cafe I never 
can have any authority as long as I live. 
Neverthelefs I believed, and aflured my- 
felf, that you would not liften to what 
llanderers might fay of my proceedings ; 
and that whenever I write to you about the 
oppreffions of the gomaftahs, you would 
punifli and keep them within bounds. 
But now, from the letters which I have 
twice received from you, it is evident, 
that whatever I write, you regard as a 
falfehood and that whatever thofe gen- 
tlemen write, with a view of vilifying 
me, and rendering me contemptible, 
that you give credit to. I have no re- 
medy. 

Rajebullub as Naib might have 
written, and given a letter about fuch 
an affair, when I was not within two or 
three days journey of Patna ; but whilft 
B 2 lam 
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I am at hand, what authority has he to 
proceed in fuch an affair without my 
knowledge ? Therefore he ftrongly de- 
nies that he wrote fuch a letter, as you 
muft have known before this from his 
letter which I fent you. This circum- 
ftance ought to be enquired into ; be- 
caufe, if he did write, and give fuch a 
letter, and then deny it to me, it is 
certain that he had a defign to difturb 
the friendfhip between us j and in that 
cafe I will punifh him as he deferves, as 
a warning to other incendiaries. 

How could Shujan Sing give liberty 
to any one to enter the fort ? There is 
a great difference between fending a com- 
pany and a Angle ferjeant ; fince, from the 
union between us, I look upon the Com- 
pany’s forces as my own, and their forts 
and mine as the fame ; in this bufinefs 
one note or one ferjeant would have been 
fufficient. What occafion was there for 
lending a company ? I myfelf have never 
entertained a European in the fort, and 
what power has Shujan Sing to entertain 
any without my knowledge ? What fer- 

vice 
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vice could my dffairs reap from four or 
five Europeans ? Or what important em- 
ployment could I give them, that I fhould 
offend my friends for fo trifling an occa- 
fion ? And fince I well know, and you 
yourfelf are fenlible, that if I fhould ap- 
ply to you for two or four hundred Eu- 
ropeans, you would immediately grant 
them ; why fhould I entertain four or 
five in fecret ? And what is Shujan Sing’s 
fault ? I have not allowed entrance into 
the fort j the reafon is, that Mr. Ellis 
commits open afts of hoflility againfl: 
me, raifes calumnies againfl me, corre- 
fponds with my enemies, and inflead of 
a Angle letter fends two hundred feepoys ; 
and all that he has written to you is ut- 
terly falfe, I have made a ftridl enquiry, 
and I am certain there is not an Englifh 
deferter in the fort of Mongheer. Till 
you and the gentlemen of the council 
do me juflice in this affair, and fend me 
fome perfon from Calcutta to enquire in- 
to it, and bring the flanderers to fhame, 
I will upon no account permit the fort 
to be fearched. That gentleman has in- 
B 3 vented 
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vented this falfe charge againft me to- 
day ; and you upon his information, 
without any enquiry, order me to let the 
fort be fearched. Another day, if he 
writes that a dependant of yours, or an 
European, is concealed in my tent or 
houfe, and that I am an enemy of the 
Company’s, you will believe him, mif- 
truft me, and order me to fuffer a fearch 
to be made there likewife.” 

ExtraSi of a Letter from the Nabob to 
the Governor. Dated ^zy 24, 1762. 

** "VT’ O U write me, that ** by carry- 
A ing on fo long a correlpondence 
in fo trifling an affair, which is nothing 
more than, whether fearch fhall be made 
for fome European deferters j from 
whence you perceive, it is the intention 
of fome defigning perfons to breed a dif- 
fenfion between me and the Company j 
that if Shujan Sing had permitt^ the 
ferjeant to go into the fort, and look 
for the deferters, there would have been 
an end of the difpute ; that I Ihould be- 
lieve you firm to the treaty and your en- 
gagements. 





l.ranfa6tioni in Bengal. 7 

gagements, nor Hearken to the fuggef- 
tions of defigning perfons, but remove 
them from me.” 

Though I have ever continued firm 
to the treaty, and to riiy engagements ; 
though I have maintained my faith to 
you invinlable With my heart and foul j 
and atft refolved whilft I live to perfe - 
terfe in the duties of friendfhip ; yet Mr- 
Eliis, from his inveterate ehtoity againft 
me, invents falfehoods, and Writes theni 
<6 you. It grieves me, that you (hould 
pay inch regard to what he writes, con- 
tlude every thing that I Write to be falft, 
and frill tell toe to let the fbtt be fearch- 
ed i and treat this affair, which is the 
greateft mark of indignity and diftruft, 
as a trifle. 

It is amazing you have not difoo- 
vered who is the defigning perfon be- 
tween you and me. I have no defign- 
ing perfon about me. If upon enquiry 
any filch be difeovered, I will punifh 
him as he deferves. If I write, that fuch 
a perfon in your fociety is the defigning 
man, you will not belidve nie. Before 
B 4 this. 
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this, I fent you inclofed a letter of the 
Nabob Salar Jung’s, Naib of the Vizir, 
from thence you muft have feen what 
perfon is an enemy to my country and 
life. You are my protedtor ; and your 
chief fitting at Patna writes in enmity to 
me to the court i and proclaims with aloud 
voice in publick company, that “lam 
going to the fouth, and that he will fend 
two thoufand Europeans, who fiiall le- 
vel the fort of Mongheer with the earth i 
that his Majefty is about to reftore the 
Nabob Jaffier Alice Cawn, or the family 
of Serfraz Cawnj that he has written 
letters to the Company, and it will be 
feen what anfwer will arrive.” How 
long fliall I write on thefe matters ? Or 
what profit do I get by writing ?” 

ExtraSi of a Letter from Lieutenant Iron- 
fide to the Governor, Dated April 27, 
1762. 

“ this morning Mr. Haf- 

X-/ tings arrived at Mongheer. A- 
■ bout a mile and a half from the town 
he found a party of ours encamped, con- 
fining 



TranfaSiions in Bengal.' 9 

lifting of one fe'ijeant, and a compleat 
company of feepoys, who came fome 
time in February lall, and remained 
here by order. By a ftrift prohibition, 
of the Nabob, produced by the Kella- 
dar, they have been conftantly refufed 
admittance into the fort •, and whenever 
they approach the town, either Angle or 
in Imall bodies, the gates are always 
clofed againft them. The ieijeant men- 
tions to have received notice about tiic 
latter end of February of two Europe- 
ans, who were faid, by the town’s peo- 
ple, to be then in the place ; but that 
he himfelf has never feen them, nor 
heard of them fince, any where about 
the country. 

In confequence of yours and Mr. 
Haftings’s orders, I was in the fort to- 
day for fome hours, the ferjeant and two 
feepoys with me, who, as well as my- 
felf, were acquainted with the place. We 
difperfed feveral ways, and made a ftrid: 
but ineffeftual fearch. 

One European indeed I met with, a 
lame Frenchman, who has been a long 

while 
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while in the Nabcib’s fervke j Who lolt 
anirfm in it, and tells me, he was fent 
to this garrifon about fix lliobtbs ago. I 
examined this man vei*y ^rtkularly 
concerning the dclcfters, and accoMipa- 
nkd my queftions with prottiifes of free- 
dom, and a handfome recompence, if he 
would difeover to me where they were : 
hnt he abfolutely afiufed me, that there 
was not only none here at prefent, but 
that he had deter feett A fi^le Burope- 
an m the fort fine'e his coming. 

Upod enquiring in the town, fhd 
£aite anlwers were returned. From 
dide accounts 1 am apt to believe, what- 
ever defertefs may hate taken flicker 
there, they have been long gone from 
dience. The extretUe miiery of the 
wreech, to whom I c^ered the gratuity, 
kems to confirm fbis opinion, fince he 
fearedy would have reje^d fucb terms 
of prOfe<!tiott and reward, for declaring 
what could in no manner afle^ him to 
his detriment. He is very anxious for 
his liberty, whkh Mr. Hafiings intends 
to fiillkit fsr to the Nabob.” 


The 
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The ftile of Mr. Ellis’s letters, was 
evidently calculated to inflame the minds 
of fuch df the members of the Board, 
as had taken up the fame prejudices a- 
gainft the Nabob with himjfelf, and were 
ready to fecond his views. According- 
ly, upon all occafions, when thele re- 
prefentations were received from Patna, 
Ibme one was always ready to propoie 
the moil violent measures ; for exain- 
ple, when advice was received from IVfe. 
Ellis, of the feepoys being refufed ad- 
mittance into Mongheer fort, to fearch 
for the deferters, it was propofed, that 
an additional number of troops fliould 
be lent to fc^ce an entrance > and when 
Coja Antoon (fent down prifoner by 
Mr. Ellis, for purchaflng five maunds 
of fidt-petre) arrived in Calcutta, it was 
moved fome, that he fliould be 
publkrkly whipped ; and Mr. Jcdinftonc 
ftrongly urged, that he fliould have his 
ears cut off and as there was at this 
time a large majority of the Board in 
this difpofition, or I may radier fay that, 
at this time, I had not even one to fup- 

port 
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port me, I was in continual apprehen- 
fions, that feme violent meafures would 
isjee place* and make an irreparable 
br^ch between us and the Nabob ; I 
therefore made it my ftudy, by mode- 
ratipo, to abate this violent fpirit which 
prevailed. I forbore to make any re- 
oiarks on the fteps which had been taken 
by Mr. Ellis, and could not then be re- 
medied i and rather feemed to approve 
of what was pafled, to prevent their 
going to greater lengths, and keep 
things quiet upon the footing they then 
were, until orders could be received 
from the Company. Guided by this 
principle, when Coja An toon arrived in 
Calcutta, I joined with the reft of the 
Board, in approving of Mr. Ellis’s feiz- 
inghimj and by that conceffion, brought 
them to agree to his being fent back to 
the Nabob, and referred to him to be 
punilhed. In the fame manner, when 
the feepoys, fent by Mr. Ellis to fearch 
the fort of Mongheer, were refufed ad- 
mittance, and had pofted themfelves at 
four or five miles diftance, I '^agreed 

with 
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with the Board; in ordering them to re- 
main there quiet, until an officer was 
admitted to fearch for the deferters j and 
by repeated reprefentations to the Na- 
bob, of the neceffity of his acquiefcing 
fo far, at length obtained his confent. 
This explanation of the reafons of my 
condu^, on thefe^^afions, feemed ne- 
cellary, as I think 1 am inore liable to 
cenfure, for having fo far approved of 
Mr. Ellis’s unjuftifiable proceedings, than, 
for all the fupport I have given the Na- 
bob, in the exercife of his due authori- 
ty, although I have been frequently re- 
proached with havingdefendedthe rights 
of his government, be)Kmd the bounds 
of juflice. ; 

Notw.ithstAvIJ.® ING all the af- 
fiirances I could give the Nabob, he 
was made fo extremely uneafy by thele 
continual infults, that his own people, 
and the whole country, .qould. not help 
obferving it. Thofe ^ho were difaffleft- 
ed about his perfon, did npt lofe thfe op- 
portunity of encouraging Kis enemies by 
reporting, that the Englifh were on the 

point 
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point of breaking with him j that they 
hsd fent an army againft Mongheer fort ; 
that more forces were coming up from 
Calcutta; and Aat he, unable to con- 
tend with the Engli/h, was refolved not 
to return from the Bowjepoor country, 
but retire into the Deccan. At the fame 
ti rne, dicy were ccntinually inhnuating 
to ^e Nabob, that Mr. Ellis was adual- 
refolved to attack him, and that Co- 
Icmel Coote was coming up with the iame 
defign *. It is not to be wondered, that 
loch reports, corroborated by the inhilts 
Mr. Ellis had actually committed, ^hould 
crea|e inthe Nabob ftrong fulpieions j and 

altho' 

■ * About this time a confpiracy was detefled a- 
gainft Ae Nabob’s perfon ; which was carried on 
by SetfUram Dewan, Sheik Sadoolla Jemmatdar 
(two of the Nabob’s chief confidents) and Narain 
Sing, and Muttroomul Hircarras. It was difeo- 
vered by fome intercepted letters from the confpira- 
ttas to Pulwan Sing, and the other rebel zemindars 
of B^jepoor. I fhall infert only one of them, 
which will ferve to filew, by the arguments made 
'ufeof, the unhappy confequences of Ellis’s con- 
duift, and the encouragement it gaye to the Na- 
bob's enemies. 


Tranjlation 
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ajtho’ I smperfuad^dhehad aa entire coa^ 
fidence iam^ friendfljip, and knew, that 
I would dp my ntaioii to prevent any 
infringement Qf the agreement between 

him 

’Tranjlathn of a Letter from Speteram fa Raja Pul- 
wan Sing, the principal Bowjepoor Rajah, 

T Loiio much to fee yon, I have already wrote 

St yoa the particular^ which you have douht- 
lels fera64< God g^aat you ioon return 
your own cpuatry, and their is grj^t probability 
that will foon happen, for the Nahob Coffim Alice 
Cawn, and the Europeans, are at variance; and 
Mr. Ellis (chief of the Engli&fafbory at Patna) and 
Goorgheea Cawn, are great enemies to vach other j 
and Mr. Ellis has fent an army ef feepoys to take 
Mongheer fort. In this iituation the Nabob cannot 
remain in this country. It appears, that he will 
take the Delly road, on account of the dilutes 
between hijn an^ the Europeans, Shvja Dmvlawijl 
Ihortly be in pofleffion of this province, ^d you 
will be in pofleffion of your zemiijdarree ; fo tnake 
yourfelf quite eafy.” 

As foon as the Nabob had pofleffion of tiicfe let- 
ters, he fummoned Seeteram into his prefencje ; 
charged hin^ with his criine, in the prefence of 
feveral hundreds of people, many of them of dif- 
tiniSIion, whp were aflembled on this occafion, and 
produced other proofs of his guilt. He appealed 
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him and the Company j yet he had ex- 
jj^rienced that my power was not fuffi- 
cient, and that he depended, as he ob- 
ferved in feveral of his letters, on the 
will of many, and fome of thofe his ir- 
reconcileable enemies. 

Nothing is fo difficult as to re- 
move fufpicions of this kind when once 
tiiey have taken root, efpecially if there 
be any advifers who have an intereft in 
fomenting the quarrel. In fuch a cafe, 
every affurancp of friendffiip is reprc- 
fented as a de^p to deceive and un- 
guard, and then to take an advantage ; 
and when fuch reprefentations can be 
ftrengthened with notorious inftances of 
recent affronts, there is hardly a poffi- 
bility they ffiould not gain credit. 

Whilst 

to the affembly for their fentence on him, which 
was unanimous, that he was guilty, and deferved 
to fuffer death ; and he was executed accordingly. 
A few days after Narain Sing, and Muttroomul, 
underwent the fame trial, and the fame fate. Sheik 
Sadoolla, who was encamped at fome diftance, re- 
fufed to obey the fummons. The Nabob detached 
a body of forces againft him, with orders to bring 
him before him alive or dead. He ftood upon his 
defence, and was killed. 
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Whilst thefe commotions were en- 
couraged at Patna, the enemies of the 
Nabob were not idle below ; they in- 
vented a large parcel of letters, and 
handed them to Mr. Batfon, chief of 
Coflimbuzar, as copies of a correfpon- 
dence between the Nabob, his uncle 
Torab Alice Cawn (who was his deputy 
at Moorlhedabad) and Coja Petrus, an 
Armenian merchant of Calcutta. Thefe 
Mr. Batfon tranfmitted to the Board ; 
they brought with them many marks of 
forgery, but one in particular, which 
was fufficient to convince me, as they 
fpoke of a man, who was faid to have 
been fent with a melTage from the Na- 
bob to me, of which man and meflage 
I had never heard. However, all my 
aflurances had little weight with minds 
filled with fuch warm prejudices j and 
it had well nigh been refolved to feize 
Coja Petrus, and all his papers, upon 
no better evidence than thefe fuppofed 
copies, although confuted by their own 
contents. However, it was agreed to 
proceed on an enquiry with the greateft 

VoL. II. C fecrecy. 
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fecrecy, in order to arrive at fome proof ; 
but the more we enquired, the ftronger 
was the appearance of forgery, although 
■we could not pofitively trace it to the 
firft author. 

Such pains taken to fow diffenfions 
and jealoufies on both fides, could not 
fail to produce a quarrel, and that very 
Ihortly. Although the Nabob confent- 
ed to all that I propoled, with refped: to 
Coja An toon, that he fliould be difmif- 
fed his fervice j and with rcfpedt to the 
deferters, that an officer fent by me 
fhould fearch the fort of Mpngheer. Yet 
fuch reiterated affronts left upon his 
mind a fixed refentment and extreme 
uneafinefs, and gave him an unhappy in- 
ftance of the ftrength of the party op- 
pofed to him, and of my inability to fe- 
cure him againfl their open and fecret 
defigns. And on our part, although I 
was convinced myfelf, that the Nabob had 
neither the means nor the inclination to 
fet himfelf up againft us ; yet fo many 
reports were fpread about of an approach- 
ing rupture, that many muft neceffarily 
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be deceived ; feme for want of an op- 
portunity of being better informed, and 
more by depending on the information 
of fuch, as were always willing to be- 
lieve what they wiflied, and therefore 
gave that turn to every piece of intelli- 
gence however inconfillent with reafon. 


SECTION IX. 

Mr. Haftings’s Deputation to the Nabob. 
The State and Caufes of the Dilputes 
between the Officers of the Govern- 
ment, and our Agents in the inland 
Trade. 

Reafons this Deputation. — InJlru 5 iions 
to Mr. Haftings. — Mr. Amyatt’r Mo- 
tion Jor an additional Claufe. — Dedate 
and Opinion thereupon. — T^he Claufe a- 
greed to. — Copy of it, — Mr. Amyatt’r 
further Minute. — Mr. Haftings ar- 
rives at the Nabobs camp. — fhe Na- 
bob’r Anfwer to the Boarct t Meffage. 
—Mr. Haftings endeavours ineffeBually 
to reconcile Mr. Ellis with the Nabob. 

C 2 — Tiwo 
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— Two Letters on that SubjeSi. — Let- 
ter from Mr. Haftings to the Board. 

■ — Several Letters between Mr. Haf- 
tings and Mr. Vanfittart. — Letters 
from the Board to Mr. Haftings and 
Mr. Ellis. — Mr. Ellis’ Anfwer. — > 
Rife of the Difputes between the Na- 
bob’j Officers and our Agents. — Letters 
on that SubjeB between Mr. Vanfittart 
and Mr. Haftings. — Mr. Haftings re- 
turns to Calcutta. — Complaints from the 
Nabob and his officers y regarding our 
Agents and Gomajiahs. 

T hings could not ftand long up- 
on the point to which they were 
now brought. Every word and aftion 
of the Nabob’s was conftrued into a de- 
claration of a defign againft the Englifh j 
and particularly from the chief and coun- 
cil at Patna fuggeftions of this kind were 
frequent ; whilft, on the part of the Na- 
bob, every ordinary motion of ours was 
reprefented to him in fuch colors, as 
would moft add to his apprehenfions of 
our intending to break with him. This 

lurking 
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lurking difeafe, if not fpeedily removed, 
muft foon break out with violence ; and 
the mofl: effeftual remedy I judged, 
would be to fend a perfon, in whom the 
Nabob had great confidence, to aflure 
him, that his fufpicions of our intend- 
ing to break with him were groundlefs ; 
to defire him not to give ear- to thofe 
who fludied to reprefent every thing in 
the word; light ; to advife him to forget 
what had palTed between him and Mr. 
Ellis and finally to endeavor to bring 
about a reconciliation between them •, in 
which good work I hoped Mr. Ellis 
would readily join. With thefe views 
I propofed to the Board, to fend Mr. 
Hadings qn a deputation to the Nabob ; 
which was agreed to, and the following 
indrudlions prepared. 


C 
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Copy 


i 
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Copy of the Governor and CounctP s In- 
Jiru&ions to Mr. Haftings. Dated Cal- 
cutta, March 15, 1762. 

** T^E have obfervcd, for fome time 
▼ V paft, an uneafinefs or jealoufy 
in the Nabob’s conduct, which we can 
attribute to nothing but the falfe reports 
and reprefentations of mifchievous per- 
fons j and being defirous of convincing 
him, that we with for nothing more, 
than to preferve the prefen t tranquility 
of the country, to avoid all difputes, 
and to conform to the terms of the trea- 
ty fubfifting between him and the Com- 
pany. We think proper to depute you, 
in whom the Nabob has great confi- 
dence, to make him thofe alTurances on 
our behalf. 

At the fame time we fhould be ex- 
tremely glad to difcover who have been 
the lecret authors of this growing jea- 
loufy. We imagine, there may be fome 
as well amongft the perfons living under 
our proteftion, as about the Nabob’s 
perfon. You may alfure the Nabob, that 

we 
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we fliall fcverely punifh thofe who be- 
long to us, whenever we can fix the 
guilt i and you will ftrenuoufly recom- 
mend to him to do the fame on his 
part. 

The fooner you can fet out on this 
commiffion the better, that the bad ef- 
feSs, which the want of confidence be- 
tween us and the Nabob might occafion 
in the country, may be prevented.” 

The next Council day but one, Mr. 
Amyatt made a motion in the following 
terms. 

** Mr. Amyatt recollcfts the Prefi- 
dent mentioned, that twenty lacks of 
rupees were promifcd by Coflim Alice 
Cawn to the Board j but that he would 
not confent to this money’s being re- 
received till the debt to the Company 
was paid : as that is now fatisfied, Mr. 
Amyatt is of opinion, it ihould be made 
a part of Mr. Haftings’s infirucftions, to 
endeavor to recover the promifed twen- 
ty lacks of rupees ; and when recover- 
C 4 ed. 
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ed, that inftead of being diftributed a- 
mongft the members of the Board, which 
could not fail railing a fufpicion, that our 
aflents to the revolution were bought, 
the money Ihould be brought to the cre- 
dit of the Company.” 

As Mr. Amyatt could not fincerely 
think the Company had a right to make 
fuch a demand upon the Nabob, it is 
impoffible to affign any other reafon for 
this motion, than an intention of fruf- 
trating, by fo unjuft and vexatious a dif- 
pute, the good end propofed from Mr. 
Haftings’s deputation, and effedually 
ftiutting up all the ways of reconcilia- 
tion, by a demand, which every one 
knev/ the Nabob would rejed: with afto- 
nifhment. However, Meffieurs John- 
ftone and Hay joined heartily in this 
demand j and whether they thought ma- 
jor Carnac’s opinion would add weight 
to their refolutions, or whether they 
were unwilling to deprive him of a lhare, 
in every opportunity of infulting the 
Nabob i or whether it was the major’s 

own 
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own defire to be a party on this occafion, 
it was moved that he fiiould be called 
to the Board, although it is very certain, 
according to the Company’s regulations, 
he could not fit there on fuch a fubjedt- 

The 

* The following is the fubftance of the debate, 
upon the motion for calling major Carnac to the 
Board upon this occafion. 

Mr. Johnftone moves, that the opinion of the 
colonel and major fliould be alked, with regard to 
the inftru£lions to be given to Mr. Haftings. 

The queftion being put, whether the colond 
and major fhould be defired to attend ? 

Mef. Hay, Johnftone and Amyatt are of opi- 
nion, the Company’s intention, in their fixty-third 
paragraph, mentioning military affairs and matters, 
relative thereto, implies, that colonel Coote and 
major Camac are to be prefent, and confulted ift 
affairs of fuch publick nature, as deputations, 
liances, and in drawingup inftruSions, for whoever 
may be fent in fuch publick charafter, on the part 
of the Board, when the national honor, and the 
Company’s bufmefs, are interefted. The Governor 
thinks, that the Company’s inftrudions, in the 
fixty-fourth paragraph of their commands, of the 
13th of March, 1761, are very plain, that neither 
colonel Coote, nor major Carnac, are members ei- 
ther of the Board, or Seleft Committee, excepting 
in cafes where military affairs only are under de- 
bate. 
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The opinions given by the feveral 
members, and by myfelf, with refpcit 
to the propofed demand, were thefe fol- 
lowing. 


Mr. Hay’r Minute. 

** As it appears to me, from the Pre- 
fident’s declaration, that the bond for 
this money was given to the members of 
the Board, that were then prefent in 
Calcutta, and that Mr. Holwell was 
one of them j from its being the only 
advantage gained by the treaty with Cof- 
fim Allee Cawn, except his promife to 
get the Nabob Meer Jaffier Allee Cawn 
to make over the revenues of the lands, 

now 

.bate. Thefe are the words of the Company’s let- 
ter, and need no explanation j and are apparently 
intended to limit the meaning of the word relative^ 
which Hands in the foregoing paragraph, and which 
can be underftood only of negotiations to be carried 
on with any foreign power, with a view to feme pro- 
jected military operation. He thinks the inftruc- 
tions to Mr. Haftings are no ways relative to mili- 
tary affairs ; yet it is not at all difagreeable to him 
to have the advice of thofe gentlemen, if the reft 
of the Board think it will be for the good of the 
Company.” 


r 
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now poflelTed by the Company, for the 
maintenance of our troops in his fer- 
vice ; and that the only expence and rifle 
of putting in Coflim Allee Cawn, for 
which he promifed and gave a bond 
for thefe twenty lacks, muft fall on the 
Company. I think, that they have an 
undoubted right to the money, and that 
it ihould be demanded of the Nabob on 
their account; and in cafe he refufes 
payment on account of the bond’s being 
returned, that he Ihould be made to un- 
derftand, that it was returned without 
proper authority, and not by an order of 
the Board.” ' 

Mr. Johnftone’/ Minute. 

“ Mr. Johnftone thinks Mr. Hafl- 
ings Ihould be dire< 5 ted to aik this fum, 
promifed by Coffim Allee Cawn, in con- 
fequence of fervice to be rendered him 
by the reprefentatives of the Company, 
and by their power and influence, which 
may therefore be confidered as the Com- 
pany’s due j otherwife, the proceedings 
of their fervants, in the advancement of 

Coflim 
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Coffim Allee Cawn, would be liable to 
the fufpicion, that their motives were 
other than thofe they have declared ; - 
that when Coffim Allee Cawn tendered 
his bond to the members thgn prefent in 
Calcutta, the Company might have ex- 
pelled their agents to have accepted and 
transferred it to their account, from the 
lame Ipirit of difintereftednefs, as the 
only immediate advantage then offered, 
elpecially as the Company ran the rilk, 
and fupplied the force and expence re- 
quired for this revolution : and he joins 
in opinion with Mr. Hay, that as the 
bonds were not returned by a regular 
deed of the council, the amount may 
Hill be demanded and recovered of the 
Nabob.” 

Major Carnac is of opinion, the 
demand propofed to be made to the Na- 
bob, by Meffieurs Amyatt, Johnftone, 
and Hay, of the twenty lacks, ought to 
be done, were it only in j unification of. 
themfeives; for, however innocent the 
gentlemen of the Board may be, the 
world probably imagines, that they have 

all 
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all received Ibme pecuniary confidera- 
tion, in return for having appointed Cof- 
fim Alice Cawn to the Subahdarree ; 
whereas, from this demand being made, 
the contrary will appear upon record. If 
the Nabob %efufes, which I think he 
will and ought, we are juftilied at once ; 
and if he grants it, there is fo much 
gained to the Company.” 

‘The Prefident’j Minute. 

“ That a right judgment may be 
formed, whether the demand propofed 
by Mr. Amyatt, to be made upon the 
Nabob of twenty lacks of rupees is rea- 
fbnable or not ? It feems neceflary to re- 
cite here all the circumftances of the 
cafe, on which he would found the claim. 
I have informed the Board more than 
once, and particularly in confultation 
January 12, 1761, that Coffim Alice 
Cawn (now the Nabob) at the time of 
concluding the treaty with him, in the 
month of September, 1760, defired to 
make a prefent to myfelf, and the 
other gentlemen of the Seledt Commit- 
tee, 
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tee, then at Calcutta. I have as often 
mentioned, that I immediately- and ab- 
folutely declined the faid offer, for my- 
felf and the reft of the gentlemen, ob- 
ferving to Coflim Alice Cawn, that in 
the agreements entered int(^^ with him, 
we had no other view, but the reftoring 
order to the country, and fettling a more 
certain fund for fupplying the unavoid- 
able expences of the Company, then fo 
ill provided for, that our troops at Pat- 
na had been fome months without their 
pay j at the fame time, that the Nabob’s 
own affairs were in fb diftreffed a condi- 
tion, that he was every day in danger of 
loling his life, by the mutinous attempts 
of his troops. ^ 

The paper which Coflim Alice Cawn 
delivered me, containing this propofal, I 
returned the very moment I had read it. 
It was wrote in Perfian and, to the beft 
of my recolledlion, was to the follow- 
ing purport : “ That three months af- 
ter his appointment to the neiabut, or de- 
puty government, under the Nabob, Jaf- 
fier Alice Cawn, he would give twenty 

lacks 
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lacks of rupees fo Meffieurs Van fit- 
tart, Holwell, Caillaud, Sumner and 
M‘Gwirer” Thefe four gentlemen en- 
tirely approved of my refufal of this of- 
fer j and what I faid on the occafion to 
Coilim Alle^Cawn,. who was however 
a good deal furprized and unealy at it. 
Afterwards at Mnorfhedabad, when Jaf- 
fier AUee Cawn declared his refblution 
to retire to Calcutta, and Cofiim AUee 
Cawn was proclaimed Subah of the pro- 
vinces, he renewed the fame offer, and 
I again declined it in the fame terms, 
adding, that if he found himfelf capable 
of railing money enough to anfwer the 
monthly payments of the Company’s 
balanc;^, and fatisfy the troops of Jaffier 
AUee Cawn, and had befides any thing 
to Ipare, he might make the Company 
a prcfent of five lacks over and above his 
agreements, to be fent to Madras, to 
help to defray the expences of the army 
before Pondicherry ; to which he imme- 
diately confented. 

About two months after, the Na- 
bob fent me a compliment of a bill for 

25,000 
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25,000 rupees, ujjon the occafion of the 
birth of my fon. I laid this before the 
Board, in confultation January 12,. 1761, 
and declared, that as I had rejected for 
myfelf, and the other gentlemen of the 
Select Committee, all offers of private 
emoluments, and had not received a 
Angle rupee from the Nabob, fo neither 
would I, while a doubt fubfifted, with 
relpe£t to the money he had engaged to 
pay the Company, or the long arrears of 
his predeceffor’s troops j accordingly, the 
25,000 rupees were paid into the Com- 
pany’s treafury. 

Since that, the Nabob has, by fur- 
prifing diligence in the regulation of the 
affairs of his government, difeharged not 
only the payments due to the Company, 
with the addition of the promifed five 
lacks, but has alfo fatisfied his prede- 
ceflbr’s and his own troops, notwith- 
llanding the ceffion to the Company, of 
Burdwan, Midnapoor, and Chittagong, 
made a very large dedudion from his 
revenues. 


\ 


The 
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The amount the Company have re- 
ceived from the Nabob, is about twenty- 
fix lacks of Sicca rupees Tipper receipt 
in full, entered after confultation Fe- 
bruary 8, 1762. And from the faid 
countries ceded as before-mentioned, we 
have received to the 31ft of January 
lafi^ dbove fifty- three lacks of current 
rupees as abftradred account tranf- 
mitted to the honourable Court o£ Di- 
redfors by the Warren. After this, I 
cannot fee upon what pretence we can 
demand of the Nabob a further fum of 
twenty lacks of rupees. If we were in 
diftrefs for money for carrying on the 
Company’s affairs, andrwere on that ac- 
count under a neceflity of requefting' oS 
the Nabob to lend us fuch a fum, 1 have 
that opinion of him, as to think that he 
would comply with the requell if in his 
power ; or even give it, if fuch an ap- 
plication was to be made to him as a fa- 
vor requefled for the Company. 

* A Sicca rupee is worth about as. 8 d. I, reck- 
oning the current rupee at 2 s 4d. 

f A current rupee is reckoned worth 2 s. 4 d. . 

VoL. II. D And 



34 


A Narrativi ^ tht 

And on the other hand*, if the de- 
Hiand of foch a fum is fet up without 
the Icaft plea, I think he will not only 
excufe himielf from complying with ib 
DDfeafcMiahle a claim, but will aljfb look 
i^pon it as a mark, that we are not in- 
clined to obfenre on otur psurt the trea^ 
which he has fo wcU fulfihed on bis j 
and in which it is agreed, that we ihall 
afk nothing more than the momes there- 
in projtniied, and ceiBons therein Ai- 
pulated. Conieqaendy fnch a demand 
would very much add to the uneabne& 
which the Board have of late obferved 
in the Nabob, and wl^h, one and all, 
have expreffed a defire of finding out 
the caofe of, and removing. The de- 
mand now propofed tends to aggravate 
that uneafinefs inrtead of removing it. 
I hope fuch is not Mr. Amyatt’s view in 
making the propofal ; but it is Imd to 
conceive frmn whal motive it can have 
proceeded. Certainly it is not from 
pure regard to the Company* nor from 
any conviftion of the julteefe of the 
claim ; for he never thought of oflfering 

the 
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the Companj? wbs^ he received of the 
Nabob Ja®eF Alice Cawa’s prelejit to 
the CoubcB and Cottunhtee $ nor ever 
^ave it as his opiakta that lh« Ceonpanj 
had a right to it. 

P&a nay own part, I think that nei- 
the Company near I, imr any other 
perlbn^ haire ai^ other cktm or dccmind 
upon the Nabob d£ any fort, that there 
is. not eves an aj^peai^ce of ^fliee in 
Mr. Atnyatt’sfaro^ofal, and that the pro^ 
l^otion of it could have none but bad 
conleqnences.” 

The Majority of the Board agree- 
ing, that the propofed demand fliould be 
made up(Mi the N^job^ the following 
poAfeript was aecordingly added to Mr. 
Haftmgs’s in%»£Uofts. 

<* And we further direct you, toap- 
pfy to the Nabob for the twenty lacks 
of rupees, the amount of the bond he 
gave at the time the treaty was made 
with him, to the members of the Seled: 
Committee Aen prefent in Calcutta ; to 
D 2 which 
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w^ich fum, notwithftanding^ they re- 
turned the bond, we conceive the Com- 
pany have a title. You will therefore 
ufe your beft endeavors to recover the 
fame as foon as poffible, as the tranqui- 
lity of the country, by the fuccefs of 
our arms, has undoubtedly enabled him 
to difcharge the above obligation.” 

Mr. Amyatt judging it neceflary to 
. make feme reply to the arguments con- 
tained in my minute, it is^ here infert- 
ed, left it fhould be faid^ that any thing 
is cunitted, although not material to the 
prcfent fubjeft. 

“ The minute given in by the Prefi- 
dent the 226 . of Mardi, has not in the 
leaft altered the lentiments of Mr. A- 
myatt, in regard tp the demand pro- 
pofed by him to be made from Coflkn 
Alice Cawn, of the twenty lacks of 
rupees for the ufe of the. Company, as 
he finds nothing in the minute to inva- 
lidate the reafon which induced him to 
propofe that the demaad fliould be made ; 


nor 
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nor did any minute or expreffion of Mr. 
Vanfittart’s ever imply fuch money was 
not to be received, but the contrary, and 
only relied . the payment of it to the 
Nabob’s generolity, after his other ex- 
pences were defrayed, which was not 
rilking much ; for while we remain lb 
powerful in this country, fuch apromife 
the Nabob will look on as binding as a 
bond, and the taking a bond might 
have bad appearances ; frr it is acknow* 
lodged, that a paper was received from 
him, containing a promife of twenty 
lacks of rupees toMelT. Vanfittart, Cail- 
laud, Holwell, Sumner, and M*Gwire. 
Now it is not to be imagined, that he 
would have offered lb large a fpm to thefe 
gentlemen, to the exclufion of the other 
members of the Council and Sele< 9 ; Com- 
mittee (an offer before unprecedented) 
but as a confideration to engage them to 
conclude with him a treaty, from whence 
he was to reap lb much advantage, with- 
out regarding the opinions of the reft of 
the Board. As therefore they could have 
no right- to receive money -upMi, Inch 
D 3 terms. 



HAHTRATtiri; ^ the 

and Mr. Amy:^ is willisig <t® tK!» 
^sve have not ; if <diey dKMsight 
jsipopw of themfeivcs to fign a tasMy om 
the part of our Honorable Mailers, the 
c&a&Aemtion for fo ought to fee 

paid to tbofo who were to be the only 
lefa-s, in cafe <9f ill coi^(|«ettces ari&igj 
theoeefooBn. 

T«e par^lel between die prefent Te-=' 
cciyed by Mr. Amyatt m common widb 
the whole Booud, «s wdl as with the 
army and navy t and diis of twenty iacks^ 
intended for five gentlemen only, is as 
as k would be to makea pazalM 
between the two revolutions ; the one 
eftablilhed ia confe<|uencc of the over- 
throw of i common enemy ; the other 
in dire<S breach of the former engage- 
ments; die ad of only part of the 
CouBciJ, and to which, had all the mem- 
bers been oonhiked, the eiaj<mty would 
probably have objeded. Mr. Amyatt 
widics be <x>uld {^ree with the ft-efi- 
dent, that she Nabob is well dilpofod 
towards t»s ; if that were the cafe, there 
would be no neceffity at this time of our 

fending 
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Coding Mr. Haftings up to him. The 
wfadie tenor of his condud; demonflrates 
oc^tearjs he is keeping up, and 
diHy inereaiing a rabble of an army, at 
an tnemtenfe expence ; which he can do 
ftom Doother motive, but from difbruft, 
toad a ddire being independent of os, 

^ he may commamh by virtue of the 
treaty, the ientice of our troops for all 
occafions. He mm remains at the c%* 
trendy of the country, through his fuf* 
pkions of us } znd in order to be at a 
greater diilance from our fettlements, has 
determined on removing the jl^at of his ' 
government to Rajemahl ; aixi indeed it is 
iu> wonder he Ihould entertain thefe fuf- 
picion^ as he can have no fecurity that 
wc will kc^ our faith with him, bet- 
ter than we did with his father-in-law, 
to whom we were bound by engage- 
utents, more fbkmn than thole dnee en- 
tered into with hun $ nor can he ever 
acquk hknfelf of his own treachery to 
Jadier Alice Cawn, which mud ever 
ke^ aUve the fuipicions now burning in 
his heart. Mr. Amyatt does not allow 
D 4 the 
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the finalleft degree of merit to CoilifiA 
Alice Cawn, for having di£pharged the 
payments due to the Company and his 
troops ‘y his being in a condition to do 
fo, was entirely owing to the ha|^y 
change of affairs by the defeat of the 
Sh^zada. The lame would 

have equally enabled Meer Jaffier to do 
fo. But moreover, Coffim Allee.Cawn 
has taken the opportunity of the tran- 
quility of the country, to commit the 
mod; unheard of exadions and oppredi- 
ons ; and (as a further proof of his re- 
gard for us) more j^rticnilaity againft 
fuch as were our avowed friends j Ram- 
narain, with many others, are now the 
unhappy inftances thereof, by the giving 
up of whom, and becoming; in - every 
thing fince fubfervient to the Nabdb’s 
views, without keeping up any intereft 
or friendlhip with any other of the lead- 
ing men in the ctmntry ; there is not a 
man of any rank or conlequence, as dare 
fo much as vifit, or have die lead con- 
nection with any of our chiefs or com- 
mandos. 
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manders, as their letters to the Board at 
different times can telHfy.” 

To which I only anfwered thefe few 
words to clofe the fubjed:. 

“The Prefident begs leave to ob- 
ferve^ that the treaty entered into with 
Codim Alice Cawn, properly came un- 
der Ac province of the Seled Commit- 
tee, and all Ae members thereof, who 
were prefent in Calcutta, were unani- 
mous in Aeir opinion of it. As to Ac 
remarks on the confequences of that 
treaty, Aey are the fame as have alrea- 
dy been often mentioned; and upon 
which we may exped Aortly Ae fen- 
timents and diredions of our Honorable 
Mafters.” 

. Mr. Hailings fet. out the 9 A of A- 
pril on Ais cmnmdion, and arrived at Pat- 
na Ae fecond of the monA following; 
here he expcded to have met Mr. EDis, 
and to haveconjferred wiA him upon the 
fubjed of that gen Aman’s late dk|mte 5 
wiA Ac Nabob; but he was AA ad 
Singia,acountry-houfe aboutfifteenmiles 

diilant 



A NaX£ATiV’£ if tbi 

&i!aat &om the ^dxxy ; and contiatied 
there during the whole tkoc of Mr. 

Aay at Patna, which was five days. 
Difippointed of diis interview, Mr.Haf- 
tings proceeded to Serferam, where the 
Kat)ob then lay encamped, and delivered 
to him the ifiihllance of the commldioa, 
w^ch he had received fmcn the Soatd. 
The Nabob exprcffed much otfence at 
the chai^ of his having flicwn a jea- 
lottfy of the Eflglifh, and l^ftencd to die 
fbggeilions of thofe who ftrove to create 
a fnifanderftanding between him and the 
Company. He dcckrcd with warmth, 
that though he had caufe toeomjdain of 
mdividuals anKmgft the former, yet he 
regarded the Englifli in general as his 
heft friends, and the Company as his 
fttpport? and that he knew of no perlbn 
W Arove to create a mifonderilanding 
between him andthe Company but hfr. 
Ellis, relating afl the grierances whldi 
fe; had fu®sred from that gentleman. 
Heafterwards ^ve Mr. HaAings a reply 
in writing, to die mefii^ whi^ he had 
hrmight* in tibe fiidlowing terms. 

^ranjlatian 
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<ef the Nabob’« ^epjy to the 
fheprefet^ations the Boar/L 

** i^’T^HAT 700, gentlemen, IhouM 
JL tinrca^abiy demand twenty 
laeka oF rupees of me, furpiizesme great- 
ly. This is a bdh^or imbecoming n»^ 
of dignity, in whom it is doubtlcfe im- 
proper, after hawag refiifed a thing, to 
reprat dF it, and demand it in the name 
of tfieir mafters. It is true, I formeriy 
offisred to give liidi a fiim to Mr. Van- 
fittart, and fome other gentlemen ; bat 
dicy politively rdiafed to Mneept it, fay- 
ing, ** We arc wdl-wifliers of the Com- 
pany, and defire nothing for ourielves ; 
give die Compsmy the direc provinces of 
Burdwan, &c. and is liifficient." 
Now moft of the gcademen, to whom I 
made this olFer, have kft the countryji 
and as to the one or two who ftifl re- 
main here, I do nc»t tlnnk that they wiH 
demand it <sf me. You, Sir, who are 
come to this plsu:e to bring fo uajuft a 
claim, on what pretence, and with what 
defiga do you do fo^ Yoa oag^tldic^in 

view. 
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view* gentlemen, the ngreeoient 1 made 
withtyeur ia relation to Ae affairs the 
Company * wherein, when I agr^ to 
give them the three provinces of Bur^ 
•wasb &e. yon promiied, on thek paif, 
aiul gavek me in vmdng, that aft^ hav^ 
Ing.reoeived thcfe provinces, youwotdd 
not aik a * farthing more of me. 

Having accordingly fully complied 
with my agrcem^ts, I did befides, at 
the in/lance and dehre <ff Mr. Vanfittart, 
and of nay own free will, give tbeCmnp^ 
Wf five lacks ot^ rupees over and above $ 
willing thereby to give MiSi ^aiifittott 
a credit ndth- the Company, and that 
might regard me as their fHend in 
’every refped. By the grace of God, I 
have compleatly fulfilled the trea^, and 
have not, in a fingle inftance, deviated 
from it. Yet, gentlemen, notwithftand- 
ing this treaty you Iblemnly made with 
me* and ratified with the of the 
Company, you now demand a fum of 
money from me, which I have never 

borrowed 

* In tite original « dmiit the fortieth part of a 
nipee. 
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fewroWed ©f you* nor obliged myfelf to 
nor ’bftve you, in any manner, tbe 
leaft elaim on me. I owe nobody a An- 
gle rupee, nw will I pay your demand. 
Thb new cuftom which y®u are endea- 
voring to fet up, in violation of thetrea- 
tf between us, this cuAom lb calcu- 
lated for raiAng a difoirbance, I will 
not admit nof bear c^. 

You Aiy, riiat I foould temove out of 
my mind, whatever jealoufy I may have 
of the Englifo. This particular furpriz- 
cd me much j for from wKat, that I have 
foid, does this jealouly appear? And who 
has reported fudi a falfehood to you ? 
It is proper that you fhould make due 
enquiry into this aAair. 1 havd before 
•wrote to the Governor, bf the procecd- 
^ings of y(wr d^ndents 1 and it is the 
way of the world, that amongA fathers 
and fons, brothers, friends and intimates, 
differences will fometimes arife, but 
loon give place to friendihip and bene- 
volence } nor were any of thefe matters 
of fuch confequence, that from them 
jou Ihould fulped my AnceriQr, and 

« lend 
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Ibid me a io- differeiit from the 

nilea and langnag^ of fneodfiiip. 

Y o u afc plealed to there are 

dbdevons and naakvolent men, who pro^ 
palate fcandalom ftorka of yaa» gm- 
tlanen. 1 have before wroite repeated-' 
ly, that whatever vih^, in my cenn&l^ 
^re fpeak iU of yon before me, the men 
meat he were known, he fbould bepunilh' 
ed. Now if fucb an oise is known to you, 
gendeme»i write me his 2Mfi)e, that i 
may make an example of hma. Many 
new fai^ries tnive been eftablilhed in 
every part of ^ eematry, . both <m the 
Coa^any’a account, ar^ by fuivam gon-^ 
tlemen $ and a trade carried on in ail 
forts of goods, foch as it vras never yet 
the euftom to trade in. To this day, 
neither I nor my people^ have ever of* 
feed tiKm the ieaft obftruftion, nor 
cauied diem die fes, of one rupee. Jt 
grbves me, that wid^out caitfo or ea* 
«ittiry, you, gentlemen, foffer foeh fof. 
^kins to take place in your hearts^ and 
declare them to me^ your frieod. Who 
it is belor^ingtojrourfelves, th a* isemw 

tinually 
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tiouall^ i^jeakmg 3} of mfe, propagating 
caloiQB^ agaioft tne, and reprdcnting 
laetojrou asyowr enemy, is not unknown 
to yon. The a&s of violence committed 
by Bttis befere my :^ce ; the inhiits 
€0 my peojile, and the difluF^mces raif* 
^ in the ccMUitry j my authority render^ 
cdcontemyaible to aS Indo^hm ^ and ob<^ 
Ihru&aqas thmwn in. the way of erery 
bufixK& ei the govermneot, in the pro- 
vince of Bjdiar. All thefe have 1 fiiE^ 
reprefen ted in my letters to Mr. Vanfit- 
tartfrom the beginning till now, norfliall 
1 dwell on iuch a fubje^ ahrefh ^ becaufe 
I am well perfuaded, that Mr. Vanlit- 
tart, and the gentlemen of the Council 
will make a ilri^ enquiry into this af- 
^ir, and bring to c^dign puuidunent 
whoever, widiout cau&^ or reafon, has 
a^ed as my enemy j that, for the fu- 
ture, no one may give interruption to 
my bt^nels, nor interfere in the ail^s 
of my government. Until you make 
enquiry into his behavior, and bring 
him to punilhment, my authority will 
never be eftabhlhed. 



You 
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.you lay, I fhould look upon tha 
fnendihip and treaties of Englidunen as 
fincere and inviolable. I have been long 
omvinced, gentlemen, that our friend- 
Ihip would by no means be interrupted ; 
and in fpite of the milchievous Handers 
of malicious men, the foundations of 
our amity would be unlhaken ; becaule 
I know for certain, that the Englilh ne- 
ver break their treaties and agreements, 
and that all their enquiries are iincere 
and impartial.’,' 

As^ this reply taxed Mr. Ellis by 
name;, with beipg the author of all the 
animoHdes then fubiildng l^tween him 
and the Council, and in terms which 
left no room for any future reconcilia- 
don, Mr. Haftings (that the firft defigii 
of his vifit might not be fruftrated in 
the beginning) prevailed upon the Na- 
bob to conlent, that he Ihould defer 
fending it to the Board, till he had writ- 
ten to Mr. Ellis, and founded his dif- 
pofition with refpedl to the means of 
putting an end to the difference between 

them^ 
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them. He acordingly wrote to Mr. El- 
lis the following letter. 

Co^ ^ a Letter from Mr. Haftings to 
Mr. Ellis. Dated Serfaram, May 13, 
1762. 

T T was a disappointment to me, 
X that r could not fee you at Patna 
heforc 1 proceeded to the Nabob's camp. 
You cannot he ignorant of the commif- 
lion which I have received from the 
Board, with which my inclinations Co 
heartily concur, that I ihould have 
eagerly embraced every occafion to create 
a good underftanding between the Nabob 
and every perfbn employed in any part 
of confequence under' the Company j 
knowing how eficntial fuch a temper is 
to the hiccefs of our affairs, I was in 
hopes, diat a mating with you might 
have enabled me the more effectually to 
promote this defign, as you could have 
inftruCted me with the caufes of the late 
difagreements between yourfelf and the 
Nabob ; and pointed out fuch expedients, 
as were themoff likely to remedy them. 
VoL. II. E Your 
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- ¥bwR motive for den]fifig me tliat 
opportunity (which, ^ough but as a 
compliment due to a member of your 
own B^d, I might have expefted) are 
Bftft khhwn to yourfelf. However, fet- 
ting afide all perlbnal coniiderations, I 
a^n yet wiSHng to give you and the world 
a proof of my define to remove every 
<xx:afion diftruft or difienfion v^ch 
may diilurh the public a&irs, m oSkr-^ 
ii^ yon freely My affifiance, to'ptomoie 
a bettof di^ofiticM between the N^x>b 
and yonnfelfj' dian i find at pre&ftt 
filing. ' ' 

IwiLL not conccd from yon, dat 
he charges you with attempting to breed 
^ difagreement between him wid the 
Company; and has declared it in his 
reply to the mefiage, which I carried 
him from the Board. rs* ‘ 

IconveS-s, i'am not ph^^^ to ih- 
terfere m fiich a ; l^t Would 

radter wi& to conciliate Matters, vtore 
it in my power. For this reafon, I 
have deferred delivering the Nabob’s re- 
ply in my letters to the Board, till I re- 
ceive 
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your ahiWet, with which I hope 
to ^ fiK^ fevered,” 

Ts tbk Letter Mr. Ellis the folhw-^ 

ing ^epfy. Dated Siofia, IVJay 17, 
17611, 

T this favortsd With 

yours of the ijth. It was im- 
fer me to hno#^ that oi^ meet- 
ing Waaiii tAf degree fieceflkty, tmlefe 
you hid told me lb j for to this time J 
am BO fW^erac^ain ted with what com> 
miffibo you have received from the Board* 
lAaB what was once mentioned in a pri- 
vate letter* vi»- to remove the Nabob's 
J^ottfies ; neither do I diink any meih- 
her of &e Board could realboahly e:t- 
pe&. diat I foould pay him the compli- 
ment of tr^elim^ ^foca miles at Ais 
lealbn, ’^hen he never advifed me erf* his 
approach* without which I could be at 
no certainty, eiA^ as to the tone of his 
arrival, or ftay at Patna; and .indeed 
common report informed me, of your 
having fet out for AeNabob’s camp fome 
days before it feems you AA 

- E 2 The 
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The laudable defire you exprefs, of 
i removing ^vcry occafion of dillruft or 
diJ&igr^ement tha': may diilurb the public 
i^[airs, be aflured, ihalL meet with every 
affiftance in my power; nor can you 
wifh more ardently for the effecting fo 
good a' work than I domyfelf. The caufes 
of the Nabob’s late behavior I cannot 
account for ; unlefs it be, my not hav- 
. ing concurred in fentiment with thole 
gentleoiep who rail^- hina to the muf- 
: nud. Fr<^ ^e timo of my taking 
charge of Coippany’s affairs in ithis 
province, I have ey^ ^n fol^cipaus to 
keep up a,ha^?mpHy,^d good und,er- 
fianding, not only with the Nabob, but 
his officers; they on the .contrary have 
been moll induftrious to deftroy it. Twice 
has the city of Patna been alarmed with 
a report that the Eoglilh intended to 
attack it; and in confbgiKnce theyrepf, 
guns mounted, guards av^mented, gates 
•fhut, and aduiittance denied to every one 
belonging to the fadory ; and all this 
without the leaftplaufible pretence what- 
ever being given. The falfehoqds in- 

duilrioufly 
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duftrioully propagated of my delign to 
take Mongheer you can be no Granger 
to, nor the ridiculous light in which 
they appear. On all occafions the Eng- 
lilh are reprefented as the Nabob’s great- 
eft enemies j and it is notorious, that no 
man who values his favor dares appear 
in the faiftory. 

The Nabob acciifts me of attempt- 
ing to breed a dilagreemerit be^een Kim 
and the Company ; after what he has 
accufed other gentlemen of, nothing of 
this kind is furprizing. However, a ge- 
neral charge amounts to very little. This 
term he has given, without any grounds, 
to my feizing Coja Antoon. I had be- 
fore made repeated complaints to him 
of the interruption given our bufinefs i 
which being little or not at all regarded, 
it became a duty incumbent on me to take 
other meafurcs, for fecurihg one of the 
moft valuable branches of the Company's 
commerce. Of the infidts received in the 
feizure, detention, and lofs of my boats, 
I have acquainted you j as likewile the 
affront the Nabob has given me, in not 
E 3 anfwer- 
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a^f weriiig letters | bpt aet^ritliftaiid'c 

fng ti^e or (kvooA lalb^nce of thit 
^4, 1 cpatbiue4 W^lipg to birat oij 
bbfittefs, till my wpro ill treftt>^ 

in his csm^. 

, T«B firft grae4 ft«g tpw^s ©htwft** 
wg ^ 4e^fe4 pp^* win he for di^ N?i^ 

bob to remove from about JiM perfoB 
tho& who at prefent poifiin his npnd 
irith falfe gnd idlf l^t hu» ef* 

tffIPtI as hk 1^. an^ only 

Bp 4 ah entire 

hdence fo thetn. 

np^jcars, Ic# him apply to, am 

lotrufte^ with the management of the 
CofApdifs affiiirs to haw the matter 
eleared up, which he may always be afo 
(iircd of* For my own part, I fliall ne-^ 
V«r do any things but what I will afiert 
t0 him and the wmld; and I app^ to 
HajehuUub, or any other pei^mi in t^ce 
at Patna, whedier tqron any ctmtpkint 
being lodged againft our fervants under 
pty juri£li£tion, 1 have not given tb^ 
a %e^y and ample fitthfa^on ; and all 
1 defire is, that dtey would aSt in the 

fame 
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iame manner towards the fervants of the 
govcmmcht who infult and treat us ill. 
This ^Veuld (pi^to a mutual ccmfidence, 
and put an end to the prefent diflen^ 
fions.” 

tx is plain from this letter, that Mr, 
Ellis thought of nothing lefs than a 
pie^ealjle accoihmt>dation ; and to at- 
iethpt it ah^ longer might only ferve to 
m^e matters yet worfe, by adding fuel 
to the mutual refentment already fuf- 
ficiendy inflamed. Mr. Haftings there- 
fore judged it needlefs and improper tp 
oppofe any longer the Nabob’s defire j 
that his reply ihould be fent to the Board. 
He accordingly dilpatch^ it with the 
following letter, and fent Mt, EiUs a 
copy of the part of it, which 
ed him, inclofed in a letter, whibh ho 
wrote to him |t the lame time, of which 
I Iball alfo infert an extract. 
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Copy of a Letter from Mr. Haftings 
the Governor and Council. Dated Jam- 
more, May 24, 1762. 

** T TPON my arrival at the Nabob’s 
camp, I informed him of the 
lubftance of my inftru6tions, and added 
fuch affurances, as I judged moll condu- 
cible to remove any dillrull that might 
have arifen in his mind. His reply I 
have the honor to tranfmit to you, in the 
inclofed paper, which I received from 
him, figned with his own hand j and I 
fliall wait your further commands for my 
condudl, in relation to the matters con- 
tained therein. 

I WILL not take upon me to judge 
of the difputes which have arifen be- 
tween the Nabob and Mr. Ellis i nor 
am I properly qualified to give my fen- 
timents upon them, being as yet only 
acquainted with the complaints of the 
former. But I think I cannot better ac- 
quit myfelf of the talk which you have 
enjoined me, and which my duty to the 
fervice requires from me, than by offer- 
ing 
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ing my opinion in general, that in all 
differences between the Company’s fer- 
vants, or inferior agents, and the go- 
vernment, if proper juftice cannot be 
obtained from the Nabob, or thofe au- 
thorifed to a< 3 : under him, application 
ihould be made to the Board, and no 
perfon be allowed on any pretence to ufe 
violent means for the redrels of his own 
grievances ; this method, till lately, has 
been conftantly and univerfally obferved 
in all our concerns, not only before the 
reftoration of the Company’s privileges, 
but by thofe who have fince had the ad- 
miniftration of their affairs, and who 
will hardly be fufpedled of having neg- 
Ipdied the honor of the nation, or the 
intereft of their employers. In effe<^, it 
is only by relerving to yourfelves the pri- 
vilege of deciding on all matters of con- 
tention, that the authority of the Board 
can be maintained, or the publick tran- 
quility fecured.” 


' Extras 
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"^xtraSi qf a Letttr fim Mr. Haftings 
to Mr. Ellis. Dated Jammore, May 
27, 1762. 

^ T tad yarn reply to my fifft letter 
jn <»}ntaiiied any drctimftaiiee 
would hare ferved to remove the uitfa** 
vorable opinion^ which the Nabob has 
ccmceived of you, from the late conte^ 
between you, I Ihould gladly bare pur- 
ft^d the fentiments widi which I fin^-» 
took my prcient commiffion ; and hare 
endeavored to perfoade Nabob, to 
omit the mention of your name, in hie 
lepfy to the meffage whkh I broi:^ht 
him from the Board. But as you have 
propofed nothing but what, if in£^q^ 
open, would have widen^ the breach, 
inftead of ctofii^ it ; and all his letters 
to the Governor have been fillol widi 
complaims of your behavior, which he 
baa declared he wtU not retrad:,> I hare 
left him to purfue the dictates of his 
own refentment. This complaint hav- 
ing been font through my hands, I will 
deal fo open with you, as to give you 

this 
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thie timely notice of it, by fending you 
au extract of that part of his letter which 
concerns yourfelf” 

T 0 thefe I will add Ibme other letters 
of my correfpondence with Mr. Haftir^s, 
vduch relate to the difputes between the , 
Nabob and Mr. Ellis, and Ihew the pains 
inejSbduaUy taken tomake peace betweoi 
them. 

Extras of a Letter from Mr. Haftings 
to the Governor. Serfaram, May 13, 
1762. 

“ T Desired Mr. Ironhde to inform 
A you yefterday of our arrival at Ser- 
faram on the pdi inilant. 1 proceeded 
directly to the Nabob’s tent. He re- 
ceived me with great politenefs, and en- 
quired in a friendly manner after your 
health. This vifit palTed only in general 
converfation. The next evening J open- 
ed to him the fubjeft of my commiffion 
from the Board, which I gave him in 
writing, and pretty ne^ly in the cor- 
re^RMidcnt words of the letter, the poft- 

feript 
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fcript excepted, which I read to him 
from the original, and (not without fome 
difficulty) explained to him. 

He exprefled much dilTatisfa^ion, 
ffiat he ffiould be charged with enter- 
taining a jealoufy of the Englilh, which 
he faid, argued fome mifbehavior in him 
towards them, as the confequence of 
filch fentiments ; and challenged me to 
mention one inllance of his having be- 
trayed a want of confidence in the Com- 
pany, or deviated from the treaty with 
them. It is true, he added, he had fre- 
quent fubjedl of complaint againft the 
JEnglifh dependents ; but that made no 
alteration in his engagements with their 
principals, or his particular obligations 
to you. He was as little pleafed with 
the alTertion, that the people about his 
perfon had given occafion to any differ- 
ence between him andthe Englilh. Hede- 
fired that they might be named, and de- 
cided, that on whomfbever Inch afadt was 
proved-, he would put him to death. But 
(proceeded he) If you are yet at a lofs 
to know who it is amongft yourfelves, 

that 
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that ftrives to create a mifunderftanding 
between us, I will name him. It is 
Mr. Ellis, who, by his a£ls of violence 
committed on my fervants, and the un- 
provoked attacks, which he is daily mak- 
ing upon my authority, has not only 
given encouragement to my enemies, and 
the difaffeded people in my own fervice, 
but has given occafion to fuch reports 
to the diicredit of my government, at 
the court of Shuja Dowla, as might be 
of the worft confequence to my affairs.” 

With regard to Mr. Ellis, I am at 
a lofs how to ad: ; his behavior, in my 
opinion, has been fo imprudent, and 
his difaffedtion to the Nabob fo mani- 
feftly inveterate, that a proper repre- 
lentation of it, cannot fail to draw upon 
.him the fevereft refen tment of the Com- 
pany. But befides my averfion to violent 
meafures, the length of time before the 
Company’s notice of thefe affairs could 
reach us, and the fupport that the moil; 
glaring mifcondudl in him would meet 
with from a majority of the Board, have 
inclined me rather to make choice of 

fuch 
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^ch means, as may be more likely to 
conciliate, than inflame ouf mutoal ani- 
molit^. With this view I have wrote 
to Mr. Ellis a letter, of which the m- 
cIo£bd is a copy, and will acquaint yoU 
with his anfwer. If he accepts of my 
offer, I win do him every good offce 
that I can with the Nabob. If he de- 
clines it, I will not only let the Nabob 
purine his own meafures, but will even 
join him, in endeavoring to cohhxte the 
alperiions which have been made ule o/, 
to rum his credit with^ the Company.” 

’Extras of a Letter from the Governor fy 
Mr. Hailings. DateJ May 26, r/tH. 

** ¥* Had the pleafure to receive this 
A morning your favor of the 13 th, 
TheNabob’s anfwer to the reprefentations 
you made him on the part of the Board, 
is exaflfy uniform with all his forra^ 
declarations, in regard to the dilutes 
that have arifen between him and Mr. 
Ellis and this uniformity is a ftrong 
proof with me, that hc'fpeaks with a 
good confcience, and has realbn on his 

fide. 



* 

Ttat^hBhns in Bengal. 63 

fide. However, as; I love pcac» and 
4}uietnela, and have kamt to make al- 
lowances for Ac di^rent tempers and 
pafiions of dif^ent men, I approve en- 
tkefy of your cndeav<ME -to conciliate 
matters between the Nabob and Mr. 
Eilis^ and wifli, Aat Ae laft may* ac- 
cept of yonr good offices ; if not, yon 
can do no otlierwiie Aan rqjrefent ful- 
ly to Ae Board, Ae NAob’s anfwer to 
Ae fubjed-matter of yourinlfrudions.*^ 

ExtraSt ^ a Letter fr&n Mr. Haftin^ 
te the Governor. Dated J^more, 
May a6, 1762. 

•* world, judging only from 

-*■ fads, fees Ae Nabob's auAori- 
ty publicfcly mlidtedj his officers im- 
prifoned ;. feepoys fcnt a^nft his forts; 
and is told, that Ae Aief of Ae Ehg- 
liih, in Acfe parts, difavows Ae NAob’s 
right to Ae SAabAip. The obvious 
end of inch lymptoms is an open rup- 
ture. The Nabob’s enemies receive en- 
couragement from Ais hope ; and. Ae 
traitors about ^ peifon, vdc it as an 

argument 
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argument to them to perfift in their re- 
volt. Shuja Dowla is informed, that the 
EnglUh have adiually commenced hofti- 
lities with the Nabob ; nor need I take 
notice how fatal fuch a notion might 
prove to the Nlbob and to us, was not 
Shuja Dowla too much engaged with o- 
ther defigns, to take advantage of the 
weaknefs of this government. 

When I accepted of this commif* 
fion, I pleafed myfelf with the hopes of 
being an inftrumfent of reconciling all 
differences between the Nabob and the 
Engliih, and putting an end to all ani- 
moffties. This I now find an impoffi- 
ble talk ; the gentlemen who have taken 
upon them to condemn his promotion, 
have too publickly proclaimed their dif- 
approbation of that meafure, and their 
hatred to the Nabob, which have been 
repeated to him, probably with exagge- 
lations. He has been told, th^t Meff. 
Amyatt, Ellis, and Carnac, have in 
their letters to their ♦ friends in Eng- 
land, 

* The Nabob’s expreffion was, that they had 
wrote to the Company, which, at this time, nei- 
ther 
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land, ufed every argument to procure an 
order from the Company, to annul the 
mealures taken in favor of him ; and re- 
prefented his chara<3:er in the mpft hate- 
ful terms ; that Mr. Fullerton was alfo 
charged to affift in perfon their projeA 
of depofing him ; and that they have 
fwom together to his ruin ; that they 
have difcovered a flaw in his title to the 
Subahfhip from our treaty. See. See. 
True or falfr, the Nabob has received 
thefe ftories from their intimate acquain- 
tance, who may have forged a part, but 
could not have invented the whole.” 

I H A D always flattered myfrlf with 
the hopes, that the Company’s ap- 
probation of the revolution in favour 
of Meet Coffim would have been 
fuch, as to have reftrained the defigns 
of the party formed againft him; and 

ther Mr. Haftings nor I had any conception of, as 
no fuch tetter had paffed thro’ the ufual channel; 
but it feems he meant the letter which had been 
written privately by thofc gentlemen, and fome o- 
thers of the Council, to the. Sele£t Committee in 
England ; which has fmee appeared in print. 

Vox. II. F thefe 
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hopes were greatly encouraged by 
^e fetter which arrived in the month of 
Aprd ; but the fecond, which arrived 
not till a month after, was expreSed m 
fuch ambiguous terms, as might ealily 
be conftrued by a party Ipirit into a dif- 
^probation of it. 

The following are extradls of both 
letters. 

Extra^ of the Company's general Letter 
fo Bengal. Dated 1761. 

** T T ^ ^ ^ ^d fever^, 

V/ letters and papers, we^hav^ ^ 
agreeable fatisfadtion of finding, that the 
great revolution in the Subah&ip there- 
in-mentioned, has been and is likely to 
prove greatly advantageous to the Com- 
pany. We have not now time to enter 
into any particulars on this happy event ; 
and can therefore only reepmnaend, and 
leave it to you, to aft in fuch manner 
its Ih^l be ipoft for the, Cotxipaii]ji^s in - 
tereft. 

W E clearly fee, that this revolution 
has been happily bro^^ht about^ ptinci- 

. pally 



^ , f. 

IranfaBtMs Bengal. 67 

piliy by fhc go6d condinft and addrefs of 
Gtir Prcfident Vanlittaftj and w6 ac- 
conliiigiy fincerely and heartily return 
him our thanks for his great fervices, and 
dSfthtdfefted behavior on this occafioh.’* 

ExtraSi of the Company's general hetter 
Bengal. September 30, 1761. 

** ^T^HIS is die third revolution in 
-*• Bengal, whereih the v6y being 
of the Company has been, and from 
their confequences may ftill be at a ftake. 
Your advancing Jaffier Allee Cawri to 
the Subahlhip, in the room of Serajah 
IJowla, was undoubtedly a neceffarymea- 
Ture, as well for the good of the coun- 
try in general, as the intereft of the Com- 
pany iii particular. Your afterwards de- 
pdfihg Jaffier Alice Ca'wn, and fetting 
Coffim Allee Cawn in his room, we hope 
allb was done with the fame view. Up- 
on this prefumption and confidence, tha4 
no odier motives whatfoever had any 
influence upon you. We mufl: look 
on the meafures purfued on this occafion 
as unavoidable ; at the fanie time we 
F 2 cannot 


68 A Narrative of the 

cannot help obferving, that it is by the 
great regard the Company have always 
had to a faithful obfervance of their a- 
X greements, they have acquired and hi- 
ther,to preferved a reputation with the 
natives of India. We could have wifh- 
ed therefore the fituation of affairs would 
have admitted keeping terms with Jaf- 
fier Alice Cawn, that even the lead: han- 
dle for a pretence might not have been 
offered to prejudiced people, to make ufe 
of to throw any reflexion upon the 
tranfaftion.” ^ ‘ 

The gentlemen who had joined a- 
gainft the Nabob, did not fail to turn 
this laft paragraph to their own purpdfe ; 
publifhing it throughout the country 
with their own interpretations, and con^ 
fidently declaring, that the next ftep 
i would be an entire difavowal of his pro- 
motion, with orders in confequence to 
ilftore Meet Jaffier. Thefe declarations 
foon reached the Nabob’s ears, as no 
doubt was intended; and Mr. Haflings 
advifed me of the effed that it had up- 
on 
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bn the Nabob very foon after in the fol- 
lowing letter. 

t 

ExtraB oj a Letter from Mr. Hallings 
to the Governor. Dated Mongheer, 
July 14, 1762. 

** T Informed you fome time ago, 
that the natural inference which 
iiiight be drawn from the extradl of the ' 
laA letter from the Company, was fo 
little in favor of the Nabob, or the late 
revolution, that I had evaded giving him 
a tranflation of it; and only told him, 
that the Company had applauded the 
meafures which had been taken in his 
promotion, and recommended the itridl- 
eft union and harmony with the new Na- 
bob, for a prevention of the like necef- 
lity, and for the credit of our faith. Not 
many days after, the Nabob himfelf re- 
peated to me the whole fubftance of that 
extradl with fuch hightenings, as a party 
Ipirit would naturally give to it ; and 
told me, that Mr. Ellis had declared, 
that this difapprobation of the revolution 
would be followed by an order from the 
F 3 Company 
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Cginp^ny to o?erfet^it i ao4 that ht cXt- 
jpc^ed great dianges when the pext (hip 
arrived. The Nabob’s good (enie made 
it po difficult matter fpr me to 
him how imptpbable fuch aoeveitt was j 
but I mention this only to (hew* how 


every occafion is catcher aty to 
the credit of an inveterate faftion ; and 
I fuppole this will hardly be attributecl 
to the Nabob's invention, or that qf the 


people about him.” 



Ai-though the mapy endeavpj^s^£|jlh4 
to accommodate th^ di^rences between 
.the Nabob, and IVtr. Ellis had proyeAhx- 
effed^ial ; and I faw. I ha/d it not in my 
power to give the Nabob any latisfailion, 
for the injuries complained of^ I was d^-, 
lirous of trying the only mepedient yet 
left, that of engaging the Nabob to. 
forget what wasp^eej, an4 could not be 
remedied; and, on the other hab4> to 
engage Mr. Ellis, to live on better terma 
for the future, and refrain from renew;-, 
ing, the ffifputes by freffi provocations. 
W ith thi? view I prqpQfe.d tp the. Board, 

to 
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te make an applkatibn to this effeft to 
the Nabob; through Mr. Haftings j and 
to give freih injundions to Mr. Ellis, 
whi^ accordingly done in the fol- 
lowing lettersi^ 


Cofy ^ a Letter from the Governor and 
CinmcU fMefY^axSAtiit, * M‘Gwire 
and lAxf) to ATr. Mailings. Dated 
Jiily^Si 1762. 

** have received a letter from 

▼ * Mr. Ellis, advifing us of the 
Nabob’s refufalof his vifit ; and the Pre- 
fident at the iame time acquainted us 
with the reafons the Nabob gave you for 
this refttfeh We have received alib ano- 
ther leltt^r from Mr. Ellis of the 25th* 
Sdvifihg us, that Bkjah Nobit Roy, upon 
his apptoimment to the Neabut of the 
Bahar province, was forbid by the Na- 
bob to pay him the ufual compliment of 
a vifit. T^e fum of the Nabob’s reafons 
iS'this, that having had indignities oifer- 
ed him by Mr. Ellis, and having made 
F 4 publick 

* Who was juft at this time rdlored to the fcr- 


vice. 
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pablick complaints againft him, he 
thought it would be abfurd to receive a 
friendly vifit from him. We mention- 
ed in our laft letter to you, the reaibns 
^iven by Mr. Ellis for thofe proceed- 
ings, of which the Nabob fo much com- 
plains, viz. his fending fee|K)ys to Mong- 
heer, and his feizing Coja Antoon. We 
Hiall not now repeat thofe reafons, as it 
is not our intention to call to mind old 
fubjedls of dilpute, but rather tpl fhew 
the Nabob, through your means,: the 
neceffity of forgetting them, and endea- 
voring to eftablilh a geaeral good undef- 
Handing. ‘ 

We may fay, both of the Nabob and 
Mr. Ellis, that they have been too ready 
to give credit to reports injurious to each 
other ; and this it is ealy to fee has 
been the reafon why things pf ^hem- 
felves, of little confequence, have been 
made objedls of fuch violent confefts. If 
fails are thus exaggerated by reports, in 
the compafs of thefe provinces, what 
may we not expedl to be faidof them in 
other parts of Indoftan ? Certainly no- 
■ thing 
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thing lefs, than that the difputes between 
the Nabob and the Englifh chief at Pat- 
na, foretell a breach of the friendlhip 
between the two governments ; and this 
may encourage his enemies and ours to 
attempts, which otherwife they would 
not dare to meditate j nay, this has al- 
ways been the Nabob’s own argument, 
and a very jull: one, altho' he now feems 
to confider it a private quarrel between 
him and Mr. Ellis j we think it can by 
no means be regarded in this light, be- 
catife in its confequences it muft affeft 
the public j for if fuch a rooted ill-will 
between the Nabob, and one of the 
Company’s principal fervants, is fuffered 
to prevail, the evil cannot but increale, 
and the flame Ipread daily j more of the 
dependents of each government will in- 
fenfibly adopt the motives of each party ; 
and a fuccefiion of prejudiced minds will 
arife, prepared to take every opportuni- 
ty of fomenting the quarrel, and render- 
ing it at length irreconcileable. We de- 
lire therefore that you will ule your ut- ■ 
moll endeavors, by the arguments w’^hich 

w'e 
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hvvt now ifientioned, snA 
♦|«rf may wcur to dt^>^s die Nabob fex^ 
oafly and hedftily to do his part, towards 
the difpelMffg of all animohtied ; we hitve 
fttcfluolifly recdmracnded to Mf. Ellis 
tp^do his part, fo thatwe hope a cordial 
aiid friendly intercourfe may i» fntttre 
between them.. 

^ But fliould this, contrary to our 
hopes, be found impra£ticabio, we fh^dl 
at load expert, that the dilutes between 
d(om be ^ accofumodated, aa t6 
he concealed hiom die wcnid ; and that 
adi die cercB^nies^ and publicM 

marks of refpert, be reciprocally paid 
and received. So iiiuch is abiblatefy^ ne~! 
ccflarybothforiheNabob’sreputationand 
the. Company’s j and we xnaj add, that 
the Me^ and tranquility of the Nabob’s 
^ivemment is more particularly cOn- 
pemed. Mr. Ellis, by propdhng a vifit 
to the Nabob, on his arrivdi a* Patna,- 
paid the refpert due from his ftation to 
the rank of the Subah j and we hope 
the Nabob, after having this our advice 
ejiplained to him. Will not again omit 

the 
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liie due from him to a m^m- 

hm this Board.” 


Q0 ^ a Zatter fr<m the Gmermr an 
Cmnai Yanfittart^ M*Gwire 

<aid Hay), tn Mr, EUU. Dated July 
8, 176a. 

** have reeled your letters of 

V V thfe a^d and inllant ; fee 
hrft adThini^ of Nafeoh^s refiifing 
your rafit; fee other of his fbrhid-* 
ding Ndbit Rocyv pay yo^ feat ewn- 
plimeftt upon his appointment to fee 
JJiefeot: of fee Bahar province. Mr. 
H^ings. tr^feikted to fee l^eddent, by 
fee Nfeioh’s dehre, bas reafens ibr re-> 
fufing yoar of fee^ we fend you 
a copy, and purpofely avoid entering into 
any debate upon them as inftead'of re- 
calling to mind pafl: difputes, we are en- 
deavoring to fhew the Nabob and you, 
the neceffity of having them entirely 
fiwgot, and a general' goodfearmony efta-* 
hhfeedi 

Inclosed we fend' you a copy of ouf 
lalh^u^ons to Mr. Hatogs on this feb- 
: - jeft. 
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jeft. The reaibns therein contained, wijB 
convince you how much the tranquility 
of the country, and confequendy the 
g^d of the Company, is interelled, in 
|)utting an end to thefe animofities. 
intejcourfe between the Nabdb and you, 
fo far as it regards your public charac- 
ters, is abfolutely neceffary, and we fhafl 
jdways infift on it j but we with for more, 
and ftrenuoufly recommend to you to let 
nothing be wanting, on your part, toe- 
Aablifh ahearty friendfhip between you.” 


Mr. Ellis, inllead of complying with 
fo falutary an advice, perfifted always in 
the fame violent fentiments, and wrote 
the following anfwer to the Board. 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. Ellis to the 
Governor and Council, Dated 2 ^, 
1762. 

« JH A V E been favored with yours of 
JL the 8th, inclofing an extrad: of 
Mr. Haftings*s letter to thePrefident,and 
a copy of your inftrudions to that gen- 
tleman, which I lincerely wifh may have 

the 
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th^ deiired effe£b ; but fear the Nabo 
has adted too , long without controid, to 
liften now to any. advice however falu- 
tary. 

Though- I never hope to be on a 
footing of friendfhip or intimacy with 
^e Nabob, yet knowing how neceflary 
it was for the Company’s affamsi and 
more |>artiGuiarly fo for his own, to lave 
appearances, I did not think he would 
have refufed an interview, which, in- 
llead of occafioning a quarrel, as he ab- 
furdly obferves, might perhaps have laid 
the foundation of a future good under- 
flanding i but it feems he can conftrue 
the occafion of complaints that have a- 
riien, either into a public concern, or a 
private quarrel with Mr. Ellis, as may 
beft fuit his own conyeniency. 

Any overtures that the Nabob may 
make towards a reconciliation I fliall 
readily embrace 3 but after the manner 
in which I have been treated by him, 
none can come from me, without being 
greatly derogatory to the public charac- 
ter I have at prefent .the honor to bear. 

Rajah 
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R^|AH Nabit Roy has been pieimiC* 
1^ to pay oae idle comphoient of a vi&tg 
which I f’etufned/’ 

A RECIPROCAL anunofity, which car- 
irod itfclf to fuch public a^s of violence, 
hut too loudly proclaimed itielf to 
world; and it was foon known, or at 
leaA univerfally believed, that a party 
was formed amongft the Englhh, and 
Aat a very powerful one, whofe aim Wi» 
to overset the^Nabpb ; and frequenlf 
quarrels raifed .w^h him, were looked' 
upon as the eflfeiJis of that deAgn. A® 
upon fuch occafions, dtedependei^ ne^ 
ver fail to adopt the lentiments 
luperiors, nothing was heard of all over 
the country but outcries on the one 
hand, againft the tyranny and oppreffi- 
ons of the Englilh and their gomallahs; 
and on the other, againft the arfblcace 
and encroachments of die N^ftjob and 
his officers. Hence arofe a firefti matter 
of cont^tioB, more dangerous than any 
of die paft, becauie it was not conim«J 
to one place, nor regarded ntiK'e points 

of 



I. 


in Bengal. 79 

cC Itc^r^ l»it was di&^ed throughout 
counti^^und touched the ten- 
dered: part of ^(f-intered: op bc^ ddes, 
the very beiug of die Nabob’s govern- 
Biiiht, and the fieedom die Eoglifh 
commerce. In ede<S, this juoved the 
crifis of die long depending conteft; 
and became, from the violence with 
which it was earned on, the cajife of 
die raptore which the party fo earnestly 
wifhed for, little attending to the un- 
happy conlequences which it might, and 
which I am lorry to fay, it adually 
did produce. This became the fubjeft 
of many of the letters which palled be- 
tween 'Mr. Haftings and me, whilft he 
remained with the Nabob, Ibme of the 
moft material arc here lelcdfed. 

C(^y of a Letter from. Mr. Haftings to 
the Governor. Dated Bauglepoor, 
April 25, 1762. 

T B E G leave to lay before you a 
^ grievance, which loudly calls for 
redrels, and will, unlefs duly attended 
to, render inefte( 5 hial any endeavors to 

create 
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cretfie Rr firm and lading harmony be- 
tweeii .the Nabob.and, the Company. I 
na^ean, the oppreffions -committed under 
the ian^ipn of the h^nglifli name, and 
through the want of fpirit in the Na- 
bob’s fubjefe to opp^e them. This 
evil, I am well affured, is -not confined^ 
to our dependents alone, bpt is praftifed 
all over the country, by people falfely 
alTuming the habits of our i^poys, or 
calling themfelves our gomad^s;. As 
on fuch occafions the great, power of the 
EnglUh intimidates the people, from ma-/ 
king any .fefiftance;- fo, o^. the^othesTj 
hand, the indolence of th? Bengalees, ^ 
or the difficulty of gaining accefs to thofe 
who might do them juftice, prev^ts our 
having knowledge of the oppreffiofts,; 
and encourages their continuance, to the 
great, though unmerited fcandal of otii’' 
government. ^ ^ ~ • ' 

I HAVE been furprized tO'ttteet with 
feveral Englifli flags flying in- places 
which I haVe paffed ; and on the river, 

I do not believe that I palled a bc»t 
without one. By whatever title they 

have 
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have been affumed (for I could only truft 
to. the information of my eyes, without 
ilojjping to aik queftipns). I am fere 
their frequency can bode no good to 
the Nabob’s revenues, the quiet of the 
. -r- /ctpntry, or the honor of our nation,* 
'hilt,' evidently tends to leflen each of 
them. 

A FA R T V of feepoys, who wefe on 
the march before us, afibrded fufficieiit 
proofs of. the rapacimis and infoleiit fpi- 
rit of thofe people, where they are left 
to their own difcretion. Many com- 
plaints againft them were made me on 
the road; and mpft of the petty towns 
and ferais were deferted at our approach, 
and the (hops Ihut up, from the appre- 
henfions of the fame treatment from us. 

You are fenfible, Sir> that it is frorri 
fuch little irregularities, too trivial per- 
haps for public aomplaint, and conti- 
niLally repeated, that the country people 
are habituated to entertain tbe.inoft un- 
favorable notions of our government i 
and by them the Englilh credit fefferS 
much more than by matters which are 
. VoL. II. G made 
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©f great®: confequeiMe in Ae de* 
%ate6 l^twe«» A* Njdjob and u«. 

Yon hiv^ sAeady pcioted not one 
s&eAod, by ^vllkb ^ trnAnf Ac com- 
|Annt6 ^ainft OUT gomai^bs> fmy be tn- 
qnired into rarefied, which 1 Aall 
not fail to fcjnefeht in a pjroper manner 
to Ac Nabob. But nothing I fear wiM 
reach the root of Aefe evils, till fome 
certain boundary be fixed between the 
Nabob’s aathocity and oar privilege*-! 

• Was I to Appofe myfetf m Ae^t^ 
of Ae NAob, i ihould not be at a lo^ 
la what manner to protc^ «ny t«wn 
fobje^ <w fervants Irom iafuksf but 
whBH the princijde prevails, Aatnopmnt 
^howev^ little beneficial to ourfelves) is 
to be given up to the Nabob ; and Aat 
his auAcrity upon every occafion fliould 
be checked for Ae fectirity of om 
(wvn, I Aoidd h®:d4y venture to fw®- 
pofe to ai^ one, beficfo* yoarfd^ to 
r^^ain Ac power of oar goaaaftAs, to 
tito MMaaediaiteconceros of Ae Company 
or Aeir fervants, to which we omfetves 
are Anited 1^ otu firmaui^ andmir tarcar- 
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with tile Nabob j and whete any per- 
ions, afitiBiing tbe English name, are 
guiby of a<9ss of vioienee’or dppreffion to 
any of Ae Nabob's fobje<£ls, and with- 
in his that the magiftrate 

lahe ihcli raeafiires as his office, and the 
MMftter in ^Heflio»,may require for pre- 
v^fing then^ mdtont imking any (fif^ 
in ihdl ca^ betwixt 
and the dej^ndents of the governmrat. 

As the power of executing juftice 
nrafh be lodged fomewhere, and our for- 
vants, if injured, have always the means 
of appealing, we may be certain, that 
the noagiibrates will be very cau^ous how 
dley give any iiachoaiilefor complaint, as 
laay endanger diinuffion, which 

0b^d be inMed 0 » as the dighteft pu- 
^ smf Bofe^fot^ pewer&^nef 

juftice. 

With regard to the ab»& of our Mag, 
m defoauding die goversMBent ks 
tXK, I know no method ib> likely to 
peove effitdcual, as thcde which have been 
re^Krated^ r^omm^^d, and which it 
isBteedlefs for me to iiientioB. 

*G 2 I SHALL 
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.,-1 SHALL forbear faying any thing 
fully to the Nabob, concerning the com,- 
^aints againft our people, till I ana fa- 
vored with your further opinion on this 
fubjedl, that I may know from thence 
how far I am to proceed towards fettling 
this point with the Nabob, and prevent- 
ing all future differences, that. may arife 
from the prefent uncertain and perplex- 
ed fituatioii of affairs.” 

iBiXtraSl. of a Letter from the Qoverifor 
to Mr. HafHngs. fiatedMAy 2, 1762. 

OINCE I wrote you daft, I have 

^ been favored with yours of the 
1 8 th of April from Dewanferai, 23d from 
Shahabad, and 25th from Bauglepoor. 
The obfervations contained in the laft, 
concerning the unjuft audiority exercifed 
all over the country in the Englifh name, 
deferve immi^ate attention* Indeed I 
have always thought it a great grievance, 
injurious to the Nabob' in his revenues 
and government^ and to us in our repu- 
tation. You know too that I have done 
all in my power to remedy it. I have 

frequently 
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frequently requefted of the Nabob, to 
make the Drogas of the Chokeys do 
their duty more carefully, and oblige 
every boat to produce my duftuck, or 
that of the chief 6f one of our factories ; 
and where no duftuck appears, to flop 
them till they pay the cuftoms. 

The Nabob wrote me, that the Dro-^ 
gas of his Chokeys were afraid to ftop 
a boat with Engliflb colors, and that 
the peons in the boats would not ftop. 
Whereupon ! fent him, according to 
his requeft, thirty duftucks, or orders 
under my hand and leal, importing, that 
all boats ftiould be ftopped, and either 
produce their duftuck, or pay the duties. 

Very likely the Drogas of the Ghd- 
keys are unfit for their office; they ffiould 
be men capable of diftinguiffiing a real 
duftuck from a counterfeit, and of judg- 
ing, by the date, whether it has been 
already returned, and fallacioufly made 
ufe of a fccond time ; to prevent v^ch, 
an indorfement fhould be made at e^ry 
Chokey upon every duftuck that paftes ; 
and where a boat carries Englifti colors^ 
G 3 without 
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i it ilboefai k4 

#Qppe4, wd property pari^^rly 
m#6 j md if it h fouoii to be- 
if^g li^ sf ftfcjfpift of tii£ Ntbob^ i 
^ ^0i»$4 <te fig^ to c opfift sa f e the 
ifb^e i if tQ if. ^Bl 3 ^e< 9 : of oons* ifce Dfo#^ 
ga fhpulii fetid it back it' gnand 

to ^ firft Eng}^ with z letter 

tptbe chief# during, that the flag suigl^ 
be taken away# and ibe profnietor# pe- 
gs# ,pr mangee# who vm gvilty sf ^ 
abu^ psmAed. I really can tl^ik ®f no 
odifir pmsaptk»^ fiw putting .a to 
^Us evil# tmlcis it be to '|daoe ^fasokstys 
iny own at convenient dii^nces^ 
with writers furnifhed with Ae abo»re- 
TPentioned iniiru^jons Are^minillg^e 
duihjcks, &c. and which, if 
bob thinks it will be ufeful, I ana-i^ljy 
|p do at foch places as he AaQ 
The number of boats Ihould I%ewi|| 
be compared whh Ae doiluck^ and Ac 
quantity of goods,, in each cjTa- - 
wiA as much eaai^tode’ At the 
napire of them- will adnut; and tfiitfc 
rt is fgund to exc^ the quantity mo- 
tioned 
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tien^ ia tKe die o^^losibouH 

^iroaS&ftted. 

The ^firafagaM fgt up by 

cmr gdm&i^a m maUf pasUd die coan« 
try. Is an abu^ eqAudfy difiiafiding re** • 
di^ $ end it wouM be but ^uft imd fair, 
to ^fitt die Nabob to card^ bis £buge^ 
darsi and otker officers, take eog^ 

^ i^ lnrOx 

y«t by (if atedHiy) d^r inbi^*‘ 
ftriftg in any aflfairs of ike goatrwnoftt. 
Codid tbelb fougcdars and oth^ officers 
be depended on r and We be aifurtd they 
SfOuld not flxake nfe of that forte to ti&e 
away tbc weavers, andotherwife iMpede 
dte^Coifipany^s bnfin^j i ffiould kst^ 
idWft and ddainea^ 

^wl^b indeed ia the natoid,; and I 
Ofl^ ed^dOid reitaiyi and is 
the Nabob has an undoubted right 
- tddo. I will tty What effe^ a ftefii and 
Arid order to all oUr goitt^ahs and 
AiborffiMtfs ta^ have towwds present- 
ing their hitetlilrwg in the affairs ^ ffie 
oonntfy f let the N^b order his 
^ffic%fS to be full and particular hi re* 
G 4 prefcnting 
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|Kifcating to tp® any circumftances 
ilieir mifeehavior, diredling them at the 
fao^.time not to fuffer the gomaftahs, or 
their peons, to feize or judge between 
inhabitants of the country; except- 
ing the Company’s weavers, nor to take 
any officers in the cpuntry, as Iz^dars, 
Wadadars, &c. Thefe I hope may be 
ibme fteps towards redrelling this grie- 
vance j and let the Nabob’s o^ei^, on 
d^eir part, be cautioned hot , tp-dppreis 
the Company’s weavers, or in ^y man- 
ner internipt their bniineis. * 

I witL order a lift to.be'givcn of all 
the Company’s gomaftahs, withtheplaces 
of their refidence, from Calcutta and all 
the fubordinates. Thefe may be permit- 
ted to have each a flag at the place of 
their refidence, but all other Englifli 
gomalldis fliall be forbid to fet up flags 
in any part of the country. 

An order is already made arid pub- 
liflied, forbidding any Europeans from 
going up die country, without firft: ap- 
plying for leave to the Prefident and 
Council, and giving fecurity for their 

good 



Tranf( 0 ions in Bengal. 89 

/ 

g6od behavi(Mr, and that they will not 
meddle in the affairs of the country. At 
the time we have direfted lifts to 
be giveta, Gf all that are at prefent in 
the couhttyi^ by the gentlemen who em- ' 
ploy them<; and the fame order we have 
fent to all the fubordinates, and all who 
cannot produce fecurity for their good 
behavior, ifhall be called away. Theie 
regulations I had an opportunity of for- 
warding, upon a complaint made againft: 
one Mr. Ivie, at Raugegunge, who is 
ordered down to Calcutta, for pretend- 
ing to decide caufes between the inhabi- 
tants. 

’ Read aH this letter to the Nabob, 
and affure him, I will do what more may 
be neceffary, to give him full authority 
over his government.” 


Extras 





of it latter from Mr. HaiUagS 
^ to tbe fl^ermr. Serfaram, May iS, 

' J^Tpa. 


C’V Bjicpx.AiNEo to the Ntbob what 
you wtote to am. fpoac^ramg die 
of tb§ £{^Hh aaaie ;«fiEd aothwi- 
aod the expedients propo&d for theiir 
r4miova], .whi^ 1 extrad^ from yc^ 
letter) and gave him writt^ tmihnr t^ 


the IhegaA of dK Chpkeysr to 

hent dott to. pm* 


doce a 'dcifluek^ under the leal of the 
govetnifteni) any thief of the fnbor- 
dif^e fa&ories ; and in cafe of A refa* 
M) that they compel toe boats tobringto. 

Second, That every boat with Ei^* 
lifh colors, and not having a duftui^l^ 
flopped ; and if the goods be Englito 
property, toat notice be given to toe 
chief of the Deleft fadory, toat it may 
be enquired into j but if it be a property 
of a Aitge<a of toe flfc^or, tosH; the Na- 


bob 
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bdb what cl' it he m&y 

think proper. 

T HtRO, That ftriQ: orders be given 
to die officers and ffingedars of the hr- 
car* if mfr ; goiaaftah cominit 

aay »&&£ oppreffie&» or intiar&re hi die 
affiursof ffiegov^nment) to ffirhid diems 
and if .'they ic£tt& to. hear reaftK^ 
£>rce toiBuke ^ein defiiL i,:- 
Fourth* TIuit ffidd: orders have 
been imt from the PredMaicy» that none 
of die gomaibhs* or fervants of the ffic- 
tcaies, intermeddle with the offidrs dT 
the government s and that the officers of 
the hrcar be Ukewife enjoin^* 

not to obftnid ffie Company’s biffineife* 
or oppre6 the pe^de em^yed in it. 

Firth, 'Hmt no grants of .wadadauv 
reesr ot o^r offices o£ die go- 

vernment, be allowed to the Ccnnpany’s 
gomadahs. . ' , 

Sixth, That the Company’s gon- 
madahs diall be allowed an Ei^lidi 
Rt the place df their reddence ; but no 
private gomadahs dial! ^ve an Engldh 



9* Narrative of the 

flag* 6r alGin^ any diftinftion from the 
Engliih name. 

Sb,ve»th, That, by an order from 
the Prefidency, no European fliall be 
eniplt^ed in the country without a per- 
midion from the Board ; and giving fe- 
curity, that he will not interfere in any 
affairs of the government. 

Upon the two firft heads the Nabob 
' remarked, that it was to no purpbfe for 
him to give fuch orders to Ws officers, 
though backed with your duftucks, fince 
both have proved^ ine^^fual to reflrain 
the prefumption of our people, who fcl- 
dom chiiTe to produce their duftucks ; 
and if the officer ads as his duty re- 
quires him, a complaint is inftantly fent 
to the next fadory of the infolence of 
the Chokeys, the indignity offered to 
our flag, and the infringement of our 
duftucks } feepoys are difpatched to feize 
the offender ; and others, dreading the 
like treatment, let pafs all boats indif- 
criminately, and amon^ them many 
that have no duftucks. 


In 
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In the third article I have deviated a lit- 
tle from your inftrudions ; as I believe you • 
will be convinced, that the gomaftahs are 
not to be kept in awe by threats alone ; 
but Ibme coercive power mull; be allowed 
the magiftrates, without which the go- 
maftahs, knowing the difficulty of find- 
ing out the truth, of fa(Sks lb. remote from 
our .enquiries. Will be continually inter- 
meddling in matters which do not con- 
cern them. I make no doubt, but the 
officers of the government will be tempt- 
ed, as they have many times done, to 
abufe their authority j but the Compa- 
ny’s bufinefs, and the Englifli name, 
will fuffer lefs by a few inftances of this 
kind, than by the unlimited power fo 
often aftiimed by our agents* An ex- 
ample made of the firft attempts of the 
magiftrates to opprefs our people will 
intimidate others ; but to hav^every lit- 
tle grievance on either fide referred to 
the Nabob or yourfelf, will be a fource 
of perpetual difagreement, and the en- 
quiries will be found fo perplexed, that 
I, doubt, if any redrels will be obtained 
on either fide. 


Notwith- 



^ A Naxkatits tht 

N4iTwiTK&TA»]>nK» diis allen^n» 
die pTE^pc^ fSr BdC 'to- 

Nabob* s» a pe'^OF is lodged 

dbo gedtlcmtft of our jfaf^Bnes* oo 
cwey oora|daiBt o# tbe gee^laltS* to 
£i(id OBt pities of Seefoysy fivcit 

as dKp pretend base tmftNclHMred INI titoiai; 
This esd is therefore to be redreflM^ 

To the fifth* the Nabob gives his 
entire aflent; «id de&»s* that the gON- 
CToftahs,. ai^ att others under oar pto* 
te^Ofi* he finhad to take or fiallkitof* 
ficea v^er dbe genrernnBCDt, he 

has fimnd Tcrp detritaeatlal to ^ pstde 
of the et^ntcj. 

Tirn finth* I hope* exppdfosponrin* 
tcntion* as tl^ ptirate gooiaftahs have 
no need of the prote^km of the E^r 
}i& name, tso cairy on their hnfiaefe at 
the Aanmgs, nor can claim aa^ 

abo# other ^ade^ befidea idiet of 
bmof^g: awapthehr goods iihal prd-*' 
pided mth fhe CocnpaDpVdiiftddi. 

Tor ti^'the Nabob delkd# aaothei * 
aftkle n^iit be added* though 
induded in &e feregohig^ 

■ the 
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die so| dieir goods 

on his fubje^ againft their will» or at 
their own prices, nor coqipel the work- 
men to provide goods, for them at iinrea- 
£>nahie rates] but that wery man be 
hSk at Ihs own <^oa to buy or lell, 
he finds his advanta^ in oi^^. 

As the Nabob no.oi^SfioU 
any of ^ ipeaas whi$|b you . have £0 
often for preveartiiig 4^ 

pules betw^n his people and Ae Com- 
pany's, bet only to the want of a pro- 
per authority, to enforce the exeeutkm 
of them; W defires, diat whatever re- 
gulations you may judge nece^uy, for 
^e above end, may be ^awn vqt in 
fiarm, and ient him with the of the 
CompAsy ; and if your name add^ to 
It, be. not fofikient to jurere^t &tute 
cavils, that it be figned likeassfe by the 
refi of the Council. Such a waflaatwiil 
limit, beyond the poffibility of a dilute* 
the ext^ of om privileges, and his au- 
thorny, and point out the meam^ 
whkh he may ja-eferve his govemmait 
entire, without iacuErlng the- imputa- 
tion 



g 6 . A Narrative of the 

tbn of trampling on the rights of the 
vGompany." 

of a Letter from the Governor to 
Mr. Hallings. Dated June 27, 1762. 

TT is a natural right which the Na- 
bob has, in common with all other 
governments, to prevent by force, if 
fair means fail, any injury being done 
to his lubjedts by any other perlbns. It' 
would be almoft abfurd togive aconfent 
to this by any public a< 9 :, and perhaps 
not quite proper, foif frar of encourag- 
ing too much the govemtnent’'s people, 
to exercife this right fometimes in an 
unjuft caufe. But wherever unlawful 
attempts are made by our people, the 
officers of the government muft prevent 
fhem, by fair means, if poffible if not, 
oppofe them by force, and it is what 
no reaJ^able man can complain of.” 

I HAVE chofen to infert theft letters, 
becaufe they will (hew that the regula- 
tions, which I afterwards agreed upon 
w'ith the Nabob, were not haftily re- 

folved 
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folved upou, but were the refult of a 
long confideration, and the ftrongeft ne- 
ceffity. In the month of June the Na- 
bob came to Mongheer, where he fixed 
his quarters for the rains 5 and Mr. Haf- 
tings then took leave of him, aod ft.- 
turned to Calcutta. 

H e R E the Nabob, beii^ BK>re at lei- 
fure to attend to'^^e cci«njp|^j|s. ^ his 
officers and'fubjedts ctif fhe overgrown 
power affiimed by the Engliffi agents 
and gomailahs, I daily received letters 
from him on thofe fubjeds. I ffiall here 
inlert fome of the letters from the Na- 
bob and his officers, in which thole grie- 
vances iure fet forth in the nioil; firiking 
colors. 

^ranjlation ^ a Letter: from the Nabob 
to the Governor. Received May 1.762. 

“ xrOU write me, that there mult 
X be mifchievous mjen about me, 
who by their Handers want to IHr up en- 
mity between me and the Englifb gen- 
tlemen ; that I fliould learch out thofe 
promoters of difienfion, and bring them 
VoL. II. ^ H to 



^ ^ NaBtR ATIVE ^ 

|& due ^pMhmeut. Sir, from the tiiae 
that i catered into an agre^neixt wit^ 
ymi and , marched out of the Bengal 
Urovince to thefe parts, I nerer infrin^ 
ed the treaty by obftruK^ing adr^le per- 
ibn, gentleman, or feepoy, or boa^ cm" 
commodity of yoursf nor hasre I feat 
a fingle j^on for the cufloma^ ctmanif- 
lions from the diftrids which I granted 
to the Company, but ha^e. entirely teft 
Q^.epncernii^ myfelf about thofe di^ 
and have, not once wrote to yon 
on any aff^r relatIvpfQ 
nothing ha^ been done.oirt^ jta^ which 
might didurb the fricndflup aii trea^ 
fubfifting between us, how can ther^ 
be any room about my perfon forde^ 
ligning and mifchievous men ? And this 
IS way your gendemen behave ^ 
m«e a ddhirbance all over my coimtiy, 
plunder the- people, injure, nnd dif^aae 
my fervants, with a refcdution to expofe 
my government to cont^pti and from 
the borders' of tiindoftan to Calcutta, 
make it their bufinefs to ejgxde me to 
fcorn. In every pergaaah and every 

wBagei 
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iwUagc# have cftahHlhcd ten or 

twinly 11CW faftories, and ifetting up the 
cdlors, aad ihewing the duftucks of the 
Company, Aqr nfe their uttnoft endea# 
vmato oppfe^s the reiats, merchants, an^ 
people of the countiy. The duf~ 
tacks for fearchtng the b<»ts, which you 
foriatarfy favmed me with, antt which T 
fent to etery chokey, the EngKfhmdi 
by no means regard, but bring fhame 
and di%race upon my people, holding 
them&ives in readinefs to beat and abufe 
them. Having eftablifhed thefe new fac- 
tories, they carry on fuch bufinefs as the 
Company never hea^ of; and every 
Bengal gomaftah makes a difturbance at 
every fadory, and thinks himfdf not 
info-ior to t^ Company. In every per- 
ganah, every village, and every fac- 
tory, they boy and fell fait, beetle-nut, 
ghee, rice, ftraw, bamboos, fifli, gun- 
nies, ginger, fogar, tobacco, opium, and 
many other things, more than I can 
write, and which I think it needlels to 
mention. They forcibly take away the 
^oods and commodities of the reiats, 
H 2 
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inerchants, for a fourth’ part of their 

'^ralue ; and by ways of violence and op- 
preffidns, they oblige the reiats, &c. to 
give five rupees for goods which are 
i(irbrth but one rupee ; and for the fake 
of five rupees, they bind and diigrace 
an Aflamihee*, who pajs ifte one hundred 
rupees malguzarree -j * } and they allow 
not any authority to my lervants. Near 
four or five hundred new factories have 
been eftabliihed in my dominions / and 
It is impoffible to exprefs what dillur- 
b^ces arc n^e in every factory; and 
how ^e inhabitants are bpprefifed.'- Hie 
officers of every diftrid have defifted 
from the exercife of their funftidns ; fo 
that by means of thefe oppreflions, and 
my being deprived of my duties, I fuf- 
fer a yearly lofs of near twenty-five 
lacks of rupees. In this cafe, hoVr can 
I keep clear of debts ? How can I j)ro- 
vide for the payment of mjr tribute to 
the king, and for the expehces of my 
army and my houffiold ? In the perga- 
nah of Dinagepoor, of which I have ap- 

point- 

* A perfon on whom a claim is made, a depen- 
dant. -j- The rents, or land-tax. 
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pointed and fent Ranmaut Bahdree col- 
led:or> befides the old faftory, twenty 
new ones have been eftabliflied in one 
gunge *. I have lent for your infor- 
mation a lift, Ipecifying the number of 
the factories, and the names of the gen 
maftahs, which I received from the laid 
coUeiftor. And *every one of thefe go- 
maftahs has fuch a power, ,that he, im-j 
prilbns the colleftor, and deprives him 
of all authority whenever he pleafes. 
Therefore I defire you will fpeedily put 
a ftop to this method of buying and fel- 
ling ftraw, bamboos, &c. which the 
Coii^pany never praftifed. As I never 
interne in any of the diftridts which .1 
gave up to the Company, it is proper, 
that in like manner you and the chiefs, 
and odier ]Engli|hmen,'lhouldn6t inter- 
fere in any of the diftrids which, by 
your favor, belong to me. By the grace 
of God, I neither have bmilgrefled, nor 
do, nor will.tranlgrels the treaty and a- 
greement which I have made ; why then 
do the chiefs of the Engliflimen render 
my government contemptible, and em- 
H 3 ploy 

* A large marict for grain. 
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themJ^e}ve5 lo bringing a lof» npofi 
n^ f Be kind to t^e diefe mat* 

tersintn^oafideraticm without dday» far 
they cxpofe my government to &om^ 
smd' ane of the greateft detriment to me.’* 

^ranjl^ion of. a Letter from the Nabob /o 
the Governor. Recewei^fn A^rU 1762. 

•* ‘VTOU write me, tlmt as the pvo* 
•i- vinces are free from difturbanco 
aU men have engaged in nnade $ diat ch» 
is a means of benefiting the reiats, and 
' rendering the country j Aaa/L I 

ihould fully inform you^^ ibe names of 
' iffl inch as lay afide their trade, and give 
interruption to my bufinefs, together 
with the particulars of their proceed* 
ings ; and that you will puntih ^em ac* 
cording to their delerts.” 

I T is true, that by foe iiourifibing of 
trade, and foe free intercourfo of mer* 
chants, a country is readefod popidoas ^ 
hutthegotnafialu^ wbohavegone into the 
coantryonthepartofyeurgOndem^, re* 
gardle& of what aiy one &ys tott^^in* 
fokndy ufe riokntmeaeis foeisnyott foeir 
k. traffick jt 
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traffick I . wheaever a ^nge or golah 
beei^lsibli&edy they a<a as zemin- 
daFs». and ^eaters; and leave 

lay c^ficers no £Hithorky ; and beiides 
this, tliey &nd other peoples goods wirfi 
thek own, uader the protedlioa of their 
(h^lacks^ As ywj have defired ase to 
v^ke you die partieidars of die op|Mef- 
houa pf yow gemaihdi$» alter, the ®nri- 
vid of Mr. HaAii^, I. w^ fendl^ou a. 
ctfcumftantial account of them.” 


Tranflatiw of a Letter from Syed Rejub 
Alice, Zmindar of Beerbazoo Perga- 
, nah. Received the Middle of the Teem 
M76z. 


*f Jj'ROM die beginning,, the Com- 
pany’s faSory has been ^n Beel- 
coodiy, tfid n dpdi buiinefs has been 
carried on there ; and I do not negle<a 
doing, to the utmoft of my power, what- 
ever the gomallahs of the faflory deCrc, 
iK>r was anyopprelSon pradifed. Who- 
ever traded in copper, toothenague,, or 
cotton, which was fent to the fadory 
hjr the Company, tratkd /iNiy* and at 
H 4 Ac 
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thc,ixiarket,prire. .Nowfeoiyi C^uttt, 
Chwlnw^, and Raj^^matty, 
numbey® of Englif^en and S^hantel 
an^ % people of Monfieof Chevalier,* 
&c. bring i^to Ae perganah, copper, 
^thenague, cotton, tinkal, fait, bee- 
e-nut, tobapco, rice, muggadbe^^ 
» Serxn^-bqats, lack, l^k lack, dam- 
mar, dried filh, &c. and all thefe peo- 
ple, affuming the name of the Compa- 
ny, force the reiats, who never dealt in 
uch comn^i^ties, , ^o,purch?sfe ^ein at 
an exorbi^t price. ^ Belides fois, they 
violendy^^ ^ns^or.^aefen^ 
Md for; tto peona ej^encesj and take, 
at a low rate, whatever oil,' &c. they 
buy. By means of thefe oppreffions, 
the merchants, peons, reiats, &c. of the 
perganah, have taken to flight, and the 

hautst,gauts+,gungesj},andgolahs|,are 

^ tirdy rumed. Moreover, they pjei^sent 
the reiats from carryingonjheir 

Iarg4 kind of canoo, inade^ the borders 

8 ^ ^ Acufton^. 

I Wholcfale markets. § Houfc* for grain. 
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Aey rob and jplunder diem wherever 
they me«t them on the road j and giv- 
ing colors and certificates to the mer- 
diants of the pa-ganah, who former- 
ly paid duties, they will not fuftr any 
to be taken from them | ^d die zemin- 
dars people, reverencing the name of the 
Company, cannot obftrud them, lliro* 
^eie opprdSons, die revenues of the 
government have been abiblutely ruined, 
and the Company's bufinefs obfinn^ed. 
Being without redrefs, I fend you a vac- 
keel, with a reprefentation of the ftate Of 
the perganah, he will inform you of 
all particulars. I hope, that regarding 
my diftre^d condidon, you will fend a 
feepdy, ' ivith a duftucfc, ' to take my 
country under his proteddon.j and will 
Ord^^-^O 'j^mailab^' of 'the Beelcoochy 
faiftOrjr, fb jmt a-ffop to the power of 
fuch as trade by force and oppreffions j 
to make every oUe refund what profits 
he has exaded by'Violence; to put op- 
preflion and injuftice to flight, and to 
have the Company’s bufinefs carried on 
as formerly. I have acquainted the 

vackcel 



wtA tbc iie 

wii Jnfoim of thtnu” 

a. Letter from Doolaby^ 

, . , a to the Nabob. 

ff 1 15 HE tfado oi tbo 6At aad H<r 

me; in coofidetatktfi o/ wfaici^lp^a 
y^ly reat * of 40^0 cawm of cow- 
rjea j bi|C:iiDw 

* ,% krg0 





it at an ezorintant price i and bav- 
^ 8 r ^ v/ojent jneans, taken tbe ba^*- 
wood trade into dKir own Hand^ diey 
ftop to tny bafiae&> wbereby 
I a vej^gr^t M. Yet the fo»^ed;n> 

exai&ed itnn ipe tbo 
tmts, piaod&mg. mj iugtt^, aiid 
^cii^ tne fz^, my,.hc«i)E^i a<^ 
^nwftab^ by~reafi>o of :4;^)pre®k>n5 
■ - ■ • • - nf 

* Valne sAemt 10,000 rapees.: ?'= ■ »'^ ■ 

4 Tfcename not legible in the wiginal. 
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dT tlie En^iiit gocaaAsits, and tibe rigor 
and vk»lep<% widi wUcii tiae malguzar> 
ib ' exs&sd^ lure taken topflight. 1 
ffae c ^ mc you will do me die fa- 
▼<»*, to cnrdef a pervtann^ to be wrote 
to tbe foaged£ff» tddhor to put ja ftpp to 
d^ pounr of die £iigliib tx 

eaUe not to detmnd the rents i^oisl trie/* 


' SECTION 

The Increafe of the Difputes.— — Mri 
Vanfittarfs Journey to Mbngheer, and 
Regulations agreed upon with die 
Ndiob. 


GreM JSi^rms ^ miipptoadnng "RMpture 
betmttn us mi the Ndwb.-^jfiiwifa^ 

- ^ ^ Cmtfiirikt s ut hetb ^ies.'-^t^- 

- ters coutmtii^ thieCdmpIahtts agaiiifi the 
; Engtidi Agents emd Qonu^abs.'-^Let~ 

ters cant anting the'CompUsints agamfi the 
Nabob’/ €^t»r,^Ihiates and Orders 
■ ^ the Board n^m tke Oca^m . — 

Jms fan" Mr, Vanfetart’/ youmey to 
Mongbeer.— jE£? mrhes at Moorfhe- 

dabad. 
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dabad. — Letter from him to the Coun-^ 

. ctl. — Letter from the Council to Mr. 

V.anfittart j defring him to fettle a Flan 
. for the private I’rade, with an Account 

of Duties inclofed. He arrrues at 

Mongheer. — Conferences with the Na- 
bob. — Letter from Mr. Vanlittart to 
the CouncHt with T'ranjlations of two 
Letters, one from Mr. Cartier to Ma- 
homed Alice, the ColleStor of Dacca ; 
and odt from Mef. Johnftone, Hay and 
Bplts, to the Fougedar of Pumea.- — 
Letter from Mr. Vanlittart and Mr. 
HaiHngs to the Council, with the Re-- 
gulations propofed. — Letter from the 
Nabob to Mr. Vanlittart, containing a 
Summary of his Complaints. — ^ — Mr. 
Vanlittart’ j Anfwer to the Nabob, con- 
taining the Regulations promifed there- 
upon, which was the SubjeSl of the en- 
fuingDi^utes.-^Mr.Vsai&ttsuctproceeds 
to RAtnz.— Complaint made to him by 
the Nabob’j Deputy at Patna. — De- 
pute about the Burbunna Gate. — Dif- 
pute about the Gunge.-— il4r, . Vanlit- 
tart j Anfaier to the Deputy's Com- 
plaints. 
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plaints, — Mr. Vanfittart ^/jij«? from 

Patna for .Calcutta. He calls at 

Mongheer, and takes heave of the Na- 
bob. — Nabob fefs out on an Ex- 
pedition /oNapaul»j — State ff his Forces 
at this Period. — Letter from the Council 
to Mf. Vanfittart and Haftings,; in 
.An/wer to theirs from — 

Mr, rVanfittart arrives at CoiBmbussar. 
•—His Letter to the Board thence. 

—He returns to Calcutta. 

1 Strove as long as poffible to remove 
thefe diforders by private cautions to 
the gentlemen concerned ; but Hnding 
thofe means ineffefiual, I was obliged 
to lay them before the Board, where, 
however, for the moft part, they mfct 
with as little Attention. They were u- 
• fually conftrued as forged pretexts of 
the Nabob, to pick a quarrel with us, 
and encroach upon our rights. I was 
reproached with the credit which I gave 
to the Nabob’s reprefentations, and every 
gentleman, who was interefted in them, 
regarded me as his perfonal enemy. In 

Ihort, 
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iOiOrf, thou£^ the complaints became 
vsi&f mote irequent; jet not one 
sra$ ever' tedreded, nor evoa thmight 
of an enqiniy ; ami all that I 
cmdddo was, hj palliating what I cmjld 
&OC remedy, tQ ke^ the Nabob in tem- 
per, and prevent an open qiuarel from 
breaking out between ns. 

Soon after, I was two months 
confinet^fronok bufinels by a dangerous 
fllnefs. Beii^ ttnable:£n this inteival to 
apply the isune palliatives and cautions, 
winch bad hith^oeh^k^ die pro^eSt 
thefe difpn^ tsA ftittig^l^’ b^tweeif 
die Nabob’s officers and ffic goffiaftahs,' 
they were carried to the greateft liccnti- 
oufiiefs on both fid^. , The firft I heard 
of bufinefs after my recovery was, that 
a war was breaking out with the Na- 
’bob; complaints crouded in upon me 
frean ail p^, die officers of the go- 
WEOTiment declaring, that their authori- 
ty in every place was tranipled upon hj 
Ac Engliffi gmnaftahs, fd that they 
cmild no long^ preferve the Waft order, 
in the management of Ac bufineft com- 
mitted 
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iikittei to &dff ^iarg«> mot the 

teveiioes^of the goverMoent 5 fbid' 

i^oii dsties which had been pasi 
by £iag^^ merchs^ or iTalt* ^ 
Hum otkm trader were 

now withheld and refu&d ; oa^ie 
cdaer fide» the ge^hmen of (he fiibor* 
d^ate hStDtii&r ac^ . the En^hh go- 
Btaftaji^ nderlMgtid^ .had |R^ 
al dotiei^ aotwithlh^tdiog wl^lph 
g£ their boats wctc Aopped. THbat tia 
nature the& complaints, which af- 
terwards produced fu)^ con^Miiiences, 
may be the better uiv^crftood, fome of 
dbe mo& material.ihaB.be hereinieited. 


* ^0^ of a Lett^ from Serjeant * Br^ 

* to the Qmemm. pated Backergung^ 
May 25, 1^62. ^ 

ft Py^HE fituation od affairs, at this 
JL place, obliges to apply to 
your Honor for ioftru^tions for my ffir- 
ther proceedings. 

My 

* A feijeant fent with fix feqwTS, bjrthe Nabob’s 
defire, to affift the zemindar of Backergungc. 
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My inftraftiottis which I brought here 
were, that in cafe any Europeans or their 
&rvants comHjitted any difordersi diey 
were to be fent to Calcutta, notwith- 
ftanding any pretence they ihall make 
-for fo doing. . ■ 

Not wiTHST *DIH G the rigor of 
thefe orders, I have ever nuufe it my 
buhnefs (when any thing trifling hap- 
pened) to endeavor, by gentle means, to 
p^fuade the gentlemen’s gomailRhs here 
to ad in a peaceable manner ; which, al^ 
though repeated feveral dmes, has had 
no effed ; but, on &e cpatt^» has go 
cafloned their writing complaints of me 
to their relpedive mafters, that I ob- 
ilruded them in their buflnefs, and ill 
uled them j and in return, I have receiv- 
ed menacing letters from feveral gentle- 
€men, threatening, if I interfere >^th 
their lervants, to. ufe fuch metres as 
I niajr repent j nor have the gentfemen 
only done this, their very gomallahs 
have made it public here, Aat in cafef I 
ftop them in any proceeding, they will 

ufe 



I 
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ufe the fame methods ; for the truth of 
which I have good proofs. 

.Now, Sir,. I am to infbfm you what 
I have obftrudted them inj this place 
was «f great trade fdlpme^Iy, but n^v 
brought to nothing by the following 
pra^ices. * 


..A gentleman fends a gomaftah 
here ^ or^fejt r he untnediately looks 
npon himfelf as feifficfcnt to force every 
inhabifaht, either to buy hfe goods, or 
fell him theirs j and on rdfufil (in cafe 
of non-capacity) a flogging Or confine- 
ment immediately enfoes. This is not 
fufficient even when willing; but a fe- 
cond fc^ce is made life ofi which is, to 
engrofs the dillerCnt branches of trade 
to them^felves, and not to.fofFer any per- 
fons Co buy fell the articles they trade 
in f: and if the country people do it, then 
a repetition of their authority is put in 
praftke ; and again, what things they 
purchafe, they think the leaf! they can 
do is', to take them for a confiderable 
deal lefs than another merchant; and of- 
tentimes refufe paying that j and my in- 
VoL. 11 . I terfering 
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terfering occafions an^immediate^com- 
plaint. .. 

These, and many other oppreffions 
more than can be related, which are daily / 
uled by the Bengal gomaftahs, is the 
reafon that' this place is growing defti- 
tute of inhabitai4l^ every day .numbers 
leave the town, to feek a refidence more 
.fafe ; and the very markets, which be- 
fore afforded plenty, do hardly now pro- 
duce any thing of ufe, their peons be- 
ing allowed to force poor people ; and 
if the zemindar offers tp^prevent it,, he 
is threatened to be u£bd in the f^une ncian- 
ner. 

Before, juftice was *given in the 
public cutcherree, but now every go- 
maftah is become a judge', and every 
one’s houfe a cutcherree ; they even pals 
fentences on the zemindars theihfelves, 
and draw money from them by pretended 
injuries, luch as a quarrel with Ibme of 
their peons, or their having, as they af- 
fert, ftole fomething, which is more 
likely to have been taken by tHeir own 

people j 


f E^erciied. 
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people ; l>ut allowing they were robbed, 
1 believe no gomaftah’s authority extends 
lb far, ^ to take his own fatisfadtion on 
the goverhmeilt* ' 

* Having thus far aequainted your 
Honor with the beh|pipr of the goihaf- 
tahs here, I am to requeft your Honor’s 
intereft, that in cafe I 4 m to put your 
orders in 'execution, I tUay fee bore harm-* 
, lels therein j and I beg leave to conclude, 
being with all relped:, &c. 

Tranjlation of d hetter from * Mahomed 
Alice to the Governor. ‘Received the 
Beginning of Odtober 1762. 

■ r . 

** T T I S Excellency the Nabob was 
XX pleafed to appoint me colleftbr 
of die perganahs in the province of 
Dacca ; but feveral people of that place 
have ingratiated themfelves in the favor 
of the gentlemen of Luckypoor and 
Dacca fadories, and greatly detrimented 
the affairs. To this purport his Excel- 
lency has wrote you, and diredted me to 
I 2 acquaint 


* Colleftor of Dacca, 
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as<|iwnJ: you with evety thiag reUti\?<? 
to the gentlemen of the fa£tory. 

Therefore I now lay the whole 
before you, and fend by Mirza Myfu- 
deen a perwannah fronj his Excellency, 

, which he will prefent to. you. In tl^ 
firft place, a numb^ of merchants have 
made intereft with the people of the fac- 
tory, hoift Englifti colors on their boats, 
and carry away their goods under the pre- 
tence of their being Englifli property,^ by 
which means the Shahbunder and other 
cuftoms are greatly detrimented. Se- 
condly^ thegooMilahs of Luckypopif^ ^d 
Dacca fadlories Oblige the merchants, 
&C' to take tobacco, cotton, iron, and 
fundry other things, at a price exceed- 
ing that of the bazar, arid then extort 
the money from them by force ; belides 
which, they take diet money for the 
peons, and make them pay a fine for 
breaking their agreement. ^ thefe 
proceedings, the aurungs arid other 
places are ruined. Thirdly, the gomaf- 
tahs of Luckypoor factory have taken 
the taalookdars taaloocs from the tahfil- 

dar 
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dar bjr force ’for their own ufe, ^nd will 
not j»y tfie tent. At the inftigation of 
ifome {^ple they, nn a ftiatter of com- 
jdaiftt, fend Eufopciaas and feepoys with 
adtifeicS: into tM cotJnti^, and there 
create difturhances.^ They ftatron cho- 
keys at dMferent places, and whatevtar 
die^lferd^ in podr houfes they 

cat^ to he !^d, and take" €ie money. 
By thefe difturbances , the country, is 
ruined, and the reiats cannot ftay in their 
houfes, nor pay die malguzarree. In 
many places, Mr. Chevalier has by force 
eilabl^ed new markets, and new fac- 
tori«,- and has made falfe feepoys on 
his 6Wn part, and they feizC whom they 
wairt, and fine diem. By his forcible pro- 
cecdmg^.iiMiry hauts, gauts, and per- 
'ganahs are ruined, and the malguzar- 
ree of die government fuffers greatly. I 
therefore hope you will fend, for the 
fccurity of thereiats, two Buropeans or 
feepeya with a duftuck, which may put 
an end to thefe proceedings, and tend 
to the benefit of the inhabitants. Pleafe 
to fend letters to the chiefs of 0acca 
I 2 and 



m8 ^Narrative of the 

and Luckypoor, to write to their gomaf^ 
tahs in the.diftrifts, not to oblige the 
merchants to ta^e tobacco, cotton, &c. 
and not in any refpedl to detriment the 
aumngs, and then the iircar will get the 
revenues. Other matters Mirza Myfu- 
deen will relate to you, you will ple^ 
to confider them, and then the affairs of 
the government will prolper.” 

* Copy of a Letter fr<m Mr. EUis to the 
Governor and Council. Dated 0€i. y, 
1762. . . 

♦J prevent amy blamebeiag hcrc- 

A after thrown upon us for the 
deficiency of our invellment, we are 
now to inform you, that at Jehanabad, 
the principal cloth aurung, our gomaf- 
tahs, delolls, &c, have been perempto- 
rily ordered to delift from putchafing, 
and quit the place. Upon their non^ 
compliance, they have been |hreatened 
and abufed in the moft vile ^d grols 
terms ; and the waftiermen employed in 
whitening our cloths have been a^ually 

beat, 

* Complaints againft the Nabob’s officers. 
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beat, and peons put over them, to pre- 
vent their going on in their bufinefs. 
Rajah ♦ Nobit Roy (to whom our chief 
has twice complained of theie proceed- 
ings) declares, that the perfon who thus 
iniults us, and impedes the Company’s 
buhneis, is independent of him ; fb that 
it would feem he is fent by the Nabob 
merely for thas: 

If fuch infolence is fufiered to pals 
imnoticed, we can have no hopes of com- 
pleadng our inveftment j for who will 
lerve us, whilft they thereby fubjedt 
themfelves to fuch fevere and ignomini- 
ous treatment from the country govern- 
ment? ‘ 

-Fok the carrying on the Company’s 
buhaeis, it is evident we mull be obliged 
to repd force by force ; and fliall do lb, 
unlefs we receive your honors, &c. orders 
to the contrary.” 


* Then Naib at Patna. 
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gf Rtfo^tiott of the '^oardfMf. 
Y^fittart, Apiyatt, McGwire, Hay 
o^d Wa^ts) on the foregoing Letter, 
; Odober i8, 1762. 

A GREEO, we write iqunedlate- 
• - ly ' the following anfwetv that 
we inclofe a letter from the Prefident to 
the Nabob, on the fuhjeftof their com- 
plaints, and hope it he’ eiSei^al in 
removing all iaterraptLons in du: 4[^D«i^ 
pamy’s bhfinefs ; but at all events, tk wc 
have it ihifficiendy in our power, to pto- 
cuie ~&tMiidion Ibr at^ -injury id^ moy 
maybe done the interefls of our employ- 
ers j they are on no account to make ufe 
of force, without our cxprels liireftions ; 
that they do not mention in their letter, 
that they have made any application to 
Ae Nalob, to put a ftop to the difficul- 
ties they reprefentj and ^krh certainly 
they ought to have done, when they 
were informed, that the perfon they 
complained of, was independent of the 
Naib of Patna. At leaft it fhould have 
occurred to them, that fuch application 

was 





^ranfa&ims in Bem'gai.. 121 

was neceflary, jbefore they ihould propofe 
to make ufe of force.” 


Extri 0 of a iMter frm the Gentlemen 
at Luckypoor, to the Governor and 
Council. Dated Odlober 14, 1762- 


muft beg leave to oblcrre to 
tlwt withia thefe 

days» ^ry we have &ntoi|t 

of<die river, has been flopped at the dif- 
ferent chokeys, notwithftanding they 
have the chicFeduiluck. Our gomaftahs 
and people ufed ill and confined, and a 
very exorbitant duty demanded ; and our 
iscvaats in general greatly , infultod all 
OVOT the country. Upon our fending to 
fame of thefe places to enquire the rca- 
fbn of this extraordinary behavior j an- 
fwer wa& given, th^t th^ had orders 
from the Nabob to flop and demand du- 
ties from every Englifh boat that j[^ed, 
and on no account to let them go free, 
as die Englifh dufluck was of no confe- 
quence in the country, and for this pur- 
pofe the force at every chokey is aug- 
mented. This has occafioned an entire 

ftoppage 
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Aoppage to our trade, greatly to the de- 
triment of our private fortunes, as we 
have now large quantities of goods, de- 
tained at the different Chokeys, which 
we cannot get releafed, unlefs we fiib- 
mit to pay the extravagant cuffom they 
require ; and w«-e we to do* that, our 
boats are liable to be flopped, at the 
very next Chokey, and the lame duty 
again demanded. Of thefe circumffances 
we think it necefliuy to advile you, 'and 
hope ^eedy me^ilures will be taken to 
procure us reihefe. We are under daily, 
apprehenfions, that a cuftmn will be de- 
manded on our cloth purchales, which 
mull be of great prejudice to our Ho- 
norable Employers'.” 

]&xtra 0 of a Letter from the Cbirf and. 
Council at Chittagong, to tbeGevermr 
and Council. Dated Oilober 14, 1762. 

** hight, received a letter 

* * from die Dacca gendcmen, ad- 
vifing us, that the extraordinary info- 
lence of the nadves in every part of 
thdr diftrifts, has given them the great- 

eft 
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reaibn to apprehend troubles in the 
country j and that the natives feem to 
confirm thefe fiirmifes, by their own de- 
clarations ; that their trade is aljnoft put 
an entire ftop to, their flag ufed with 
contempt, and their privileges ridiculed j 
that this being their prefent fituation, 
they requeft .we will let them have ano- 
tli^r company of fi^poysy ibr the pro- 
te<^on of our Honorable Matters pro- 
perty at their fadory ; that the Compa- 
ny appointed there are tery fickly, and 
many men unfit fpr adual fervice ; that 
the fooner we .fend them this detach- 
ment the better, as ^fe fc«ne ammuni- 
tiofi I ^at thejCompanylhall again be re- 
turned, when their aflFaks are put upon 
a better footing. In confequence of 
ihefe ^Vkes; ^ have ordered a xom-^ 
pany of feepoys, with feme ammunition, 
to oceed td" Dacca, with all expedi- 
tion, which we hope will meet with 
your approbation. At the lam^thne, 
we alfo received a letter from (he gen- 
tlemen at Luckypoor, requelKngai^^- 
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df ammunition, v?iiich we have or- 
dered to be font. 

• We miift obi^tve to you, that with- 
imthcfe.‘few days paft, wc have received 
advice from our gomaibahs, in different 
-parts of the country, Aat our bufinefs is 
entir^y put a to, by the Nabob’s 
people, and our boats not fufJered to 
-pais the chokeySj the zemindars de- 
manding very coniidmble duties to be 
paid them, declaring, th^ have qtdi^s 
from Coffim Allee Ckwn fd to do, and 
imlefs we ufe force to prevent it, 

-will iee his directions ftriftly complied 
with. Several of our boats are now ly- 
ing confined at difierent chokeys.” 

ExtraSi of a Letter from the Chief and 
Council at Dacca, to the Governor and 
Council. Dated Odtober 8, 1762. . 

** r E think it our duty to inform 
' V ▼ you, that the outrages com- 
.mitted in thefe parts by the govern- 
ment’s people, for this month paft, have 
arrived to fuch a height, as to put almoft 
a total ftop to our bufinefs. At every 

chokey 
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chokey our boats are flopped, the people 
infttltcd, aud the fkg ufed with die ut- 
raofl and moift grofs contemp€. Our 
advices from SMbet give ue die hunt in- 
telligencei further addings that * mu- 
chulcas have been taken- from mai^ in- 
habitants, prohibiting them on no accoimt 
to have any conne<ffions with the Eng,- 
lifh. As this Ipiiit of infoieace increaies 
to a very furpfizing degree, md we have 
daily the mortification to hear of repeat- 
ed infults and violences offered to our 
privileges, we are under an appr^hen- 
fion, that the Company’^ bufinefs will 
in a few days fhare the fame fate as all 
private has. To prevent and remedy 
thefe evilsy we mufl depend upon the 
ineafures you -may take in coniequence 
of this information. 

As appearances are fo very unpro- 
mifing, we have wrote to the gentle- 
m<*i of Chittagong, for a reinforce- 
ment of a company of feepoys, which 
fhall be again returned them, when 
affairs begin to clear up.” 

EjctraS 


* Written obligations. 
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ExtraM from Cmfaltathn if the i%tb of 

0€tohe[i. r(Prej^t Mef Vanfittait, 
/ . -ibnyatt, M'GwireJ Hay and Watts.) 

•* A GREED, we write to Dacca in 
aniwer to their letter of the 8th 
inllant i that we mull heeds fay, from the 
information of the above * letters, there 
is reafon to fear their gomallahs and ar- 
gents have made ufe of very unwarrant- 
able pra<3ices in their tradej and j^Kapi 
thefcveral dilputes and iftterruptions they 
complain of, have been owing to that 
caule ; but as we are alwaj^s able and wil- 
ling, when dieiieceffity of circumftances 
may require, to procure them redrefs for 
any injuries they may fulFer in their trade, 
orotherwile; we dired:, that they forbear 
making ufe of force without our per- 
miffiott and orders j and therefore defire 
they will return to Chittagong immedi- 
ately, the company of fcepoyS whJIh 
fbey have wrote for from thence ; and if 
“ * any 

• Seijeant Brcgo’s, Mahomed Alice’s and others, 
then read at the Board. 
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any complaints of interruptions in their 
bu&iefs are hereafter made by their go- 
maikl^ let Mr. C^er fend a perfon 
to enquire into the truth of the affair, 
with a letter to the proper officer <ff the 
government, to defire be willpufca ftop 

to fijch obffrudionsi that inclofed,. arc 

* - ’ 

letters from the Goyquor to Jeflarut 
Cawn* the , Naib, and Mahomed Alice, 
the collector of tihe revenues i which w^e 
hope will prevent any further difi^rdere, 
at leaft, until the Prefident can make 
the neceffary regulations in concert with 
the Nabob j that the above-mentioned 
copies of letters we have forwarded to 
them for dieir ' information and reply, 
in caie there Ihould be any fadis in them 
milreprefcnted j and we defire they will 
iend, on their parts, a particular ftate of 
their complaints to the Prefident, who 
will take the proper meafures to obtain 
them fatisfa^tion and indemnification for 
all lofles and damages ; that they muff 
likewile take effeftual care, that none 
of their gomaftahs or agents do in fu- 
ture uTe any kind of force or authority in 

carrying 
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eso-i^g OB their ‘ trade^ the dif* 
|»Btes» occafi^^ed by hRh prafbicea, 
jQioohi hi tiie emf 'the Coi»paiiy’s 
/ hofiae&i aei&ermid): dietr gomafbiis 
biei^ovred to iet diendelves as ma- 
gnates in jdte coBDtiy, in hearing dif^ 
ptttes betvireea the inhsabkants^ impofing 
.fines, &c; ’ 

Agreed, we likewiie add to the 
Luckypoor letter, the fever^ inftruc- 
tions .contained in above letter fd 
Daoei^,^ to' regulate ^dierfayhlves by!, in 
cafi^ any dhputta Ihcnthi happen widlL 

,, -;-r?5r ^,-; 

^xtraSl of Confultation of the iji of No- 
vember, 1762. (Prejknt Mef. Amyatt, 
M'Gwire, Hay and Watts.) 

** A GREED, to writean anfwerto 
■djt Luckypoor, tirfbmng them to 
ouf leteerof tho iSih of CfiftobcL for 
direj^ims how to regulaie-^^enifiiVeS 
with r^ardto the obfinnftiofli^th^com- 
pl»n of, tffl fuch time as tho Prefident 
can arrive with the Nabob, and enquire 
into, and fettle thefe difputes on a folid 
. plan 


"0 
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. j^an for tlje future fafety^ and freedom 
erf Gvur trade* defiring them in the mean 
time to ^4 us 'aa account of the duties 
they have ufiially paid* ^d the frefli 
cuftoms v<4uch are -now demai^ed, for 
the Prefideot’s .guidance in i^ding the 
matter- ' 

Agreeo, to write to Chittagong, ad- 
vifingdte#, in^an^wcr to the above let- 
ter*.:?that as -die-Prefidcnt is gone on a 
vifit to the Nabob, and intends to enquim 
very particularly into, and fettle all the 
dilutes of the nature they complain of. 
We defire they will fend us a particular 
account of their complaints, what was 
the amount of the formef duries, aisd 
. what frelh cuftoms are now demanded, 
for. his (the Prefident’s) guidance in fo 
domg,; Jbut.tb^ in the mean time, we 
muft forbid them making ufe of force 
to redrefs themlelves withoutpur pofitive 
diredlions j that regarding the difputes 
at Dacca, we have font the gentlemen 
there our orders and dire^ons, under 
the 1 8 th of Odlober.” 




VoL. 11. 


Not. 
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mmAf ^n^apncd.' l[%at I jxogfai kare all 
tkc jafiannadoas, oido-fi were 

i&Bt feom tke tS»a]pdttD XAtckj^oca- and 
Ikaraaiy itp isanfink imiiaio^^ 

4i!i^i^ dbtBf ibad «&a% pudf^ea diear 
petiEtf ndidbBd ieadb 1 ba ^^l&eaeimjdt 


iSsati ij^i^iidd ibtsia fee ilieikblHd}, dntt 
idl tkiOEt maam&i$ 

i» to ahAetuSl ^ dbar 

&mB'ci mf «f ^ gomaftaj5gf> 

l»it ^ek du^ m kad .tt£uall|r 

keen .p4d> and gbee ikeir xommm m 


adulb£eks. 

d ^fis^ao/leeajrasf :lke Baasd toiaks 

and 4aade 

akie necoffit^ f aeparatt o ns &BcjBay joor- 

I0ut @0 a dftie£M% vbit to tke i^jfecd>, 
not but have one^imflifidisae ^aad 
fiffe^ ^oughont the cottotry, byikeav- 
iijg, Aat these was no ifouEdation for 
Jke iSlami of m intended tnptuire. 


K 2 

f Paflports. 


The 
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The 2oth of Odober, I fet out from 
Calcutta, jmd arrived the 3d of Novem- 
ber at Moorihcdabad, where I had ma- 
_ll.y coHvcrfations with the Naib, or depu- 
, , i^Syed Mahomed Cawn, on the fubje<Sl 
of the difputes which had arifen in all 
parts of the country. He laid beibre 
jne a multitude of cmnplaints;. which 
came within his province, and I did 
what was in my powtr to redrefs fuch 
as required it ; on iny part Al^ til^e 
Jcnown to him ^ ireprefent^tico's 
had come from opt fairies againft Ma- 
'hodied .Adlee,;.' ^ 
and the adjacent diftrii^lsV who feeh^^ 
to be the moft forward of the Nabob’s 
officers in encouraging the dilputes. Sy-' 
ed Mahomed Cawn, profefled a very 
bad opinion of Mahomed Alice, and af- 
fured me, he had urged the Nabob to 
remove him. All that I law at MpOr- 
Ihedabad, confirmed my hopes of an 
cafy conciliation, and I vw-bte the Board 
the following letter, tranfmitting them, 
at the fame time, the Nabob’s anfwer to 

Mr. 
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Mr. Ellis's complaints of the 7th of 
Odlober. 

Copy of a Leter f rim the Governor to 
. the Council. Coflimbuzar, No- 

vember 9, 1762. 

“ T Fi N D, that the interruptions which 
the gentlemen at Chittagong, Dac- 
ca, anS Lnckypc^r, have met with for 
fbme weeks pajfl:, ^e owing to the baddif- 
portion of Mahomed Allee, the perlbn 
laft appointed by the Nabob to colledt 
the rents of that part of the country. 
Syed Mahomed Cawn, the deputy Go- 
vernor. of Moorihedab^, cxpreffes as 
much mientment agtwH: that man, as 
we do ourielves j and aflures me,^ that 
he has reprefented him in fuch a light 
to the Nabob, that he is perfuaded he 
will be immediat^y difinifled from his 
office. This is a point I lhall urge to 
the Nabob, if it is not done before I 
arrive at Mongheer j and further, that 
he be puniffied for his inlblence, and 
obliged to make latisfadion for ail lofles 
which may have been incurred by the de- 
K 3 lays 





keba»lx:>E^on«^1btibe nii^ tlni^ 
I have the h<Mk)f to ^’anfmit yott^iiic 
ders ifeon*. Syed Mahomed Cawn, to 
^e;00 a^efifor, war^&ig hito bf ttte 
Wsut 6is^^tfenct9 of Us pit^Sti eOn- 
diid, and charging Mm hot t# tiMIrad/ 
ihe bufiaeife of our faSoiki >1 jf^fdOitt 
likerriie from myTelf fotlirafded 

to refpedive fadkork^ will, I bope^ 


remove all crf}ftr»dliofiis ; wid^ on 
other haM> %cd Mdbchdifd 
$nt§, th^ bet g^ntkmeii' mke Hi 
care tb pr^em 

' ■ ' - -» - - . * -V 

and 


nels of the goverhilteiit^ ^ ' iSfig imice 


in bc^ng m lelEng. 

I HAVE not yet the Nabob’s afifwer . 
concerning the diifmtes between the ua- 
clc and nephew, for the aemitidaitte ^ 
Ifeboopotir. As foofl as I receive il, I 
fliall forWard it to yon, tl»f yon 
giye thd iKceffary d^akfe to thM, 

(^e. at Li^^y^KKir. 

The anfwerl have facxsh^hofii the 
Nabob to Mr. Ellis’s cDxii|diifit, I ho^ 
molo^ with a nranfktioii. I dtink it 

would 



^ 3,5^ 

^ f ®- ^ 

g^epiaao^ diseOioas ^ ajpljr to, 

t]^ lyE flioul4 

nayeet bafi-, 

n^k ^ fff#^ ^ 

lijjg ^ aiU^r^ 

t§ to K^b /r^^ 

Ji|. ^ ,^e8 i^t ob^ft &cH tGr 

4i^ €# n?»J ft'. 

qu^e^ then to m^e his reptefea^l^^ 
tQ the Boar4» with cofdes of hi? iUtter? to 
tjhtf gpvernm^t^ ^^4 the Mfwers weiv- 

oi^ we ihidl be fiwed the tepqr 

blp of eoiii^|4*iiats»r^^eept hi ca^ 

xKhere 

neced^ig^/’ ;• . ^ ' •, ... ;. , , , . ^. . i ..._’. . , 

^FrtmJtaitiiH of d X^kter from if^ Nabob 

Nbwmhef' t, 

1702. 

«* T Have revived with g^t plf a-, 
X hiure yow h^ndlyk«;er. Ycm wrdte,, 
that “ yoa. le»^ from Mr. Blhs, dip 
cihef ©f the ^ 

l^ve been prpvidpd for 3?^® 
enrung at Jehanabad for d* Coaipanx^ 
K 4 * 
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l^jw^PenfOO,Roy, the auaiil that place^ 
€^ftrufe. tihc weavers in providiiig the 
cloths I when they are made, hin-* 
^S the wafliermen from dreihng and 
waihing them, to the great prejudice 

the Company’s bodneis ^ and you de- ‘ 
lire, that I will give Ban& orderSito the 
aumil, not to moleft the Company's go** 
i^altahs, and to alEft them on every oc- 
cafion.’* 

Sir, wherever that giratieohm hjaAA& 
opp^tum^, he fads not te mdke Cbm- 
phdntsof his bufinels. As he^hasfowl^ 
my officers in ho has 

Wrote to you tlrc impertiaences ahd com- 
plaints of the walhermen ; you well 
know, that the walhermen pay no du- 
ties, and that the aumils have ho autho- 
rity to interrupt them, or prevent their 
walking and dreffing the cloth& Was 
this affair really true, he would hnifte- 
diately have informed Rajah Nobk Roy 
of it, and he would have immediately 
wrote to the aumil about itj but as it is 
altogeffier without foundation, he chufes 
to make a falle compl aint - to you. Do 

you 



^tranja&kns in Bengal. 137 

you yotirfelf confider this afiair. ‘Ne- 
vertheiefs, I have fent ftrift orders to 
the Rajah to write to the aumil, that he 
on no accoont ohftrndl the currency of 
&e Comj^any's bufihefs ; and &at, on 
application from the gomaibhs of the 
factory, he afford them due aid and af- 
fiftance.” 

The Board having received die ac> 
counts of duties on private inland trade 
from Luckypoor, fent the fame to me 
for my guidance in fettling that point 
with the following letter. 

Co^ a letter from the Council to the 
Governor. Calcutta, Novem- 

ber 15,. 1762. 

'fTyT'E' have received your letter of 
** the pdi inftant, and are there- 
by glad to find, that the interruptions 
crif the trade, which have happened to- 
wards Dacca, Luckypoor and . Chitta- 
gong, are only apparently owing to the 
bad condttd, and 31 difpofition of foe 
colledor Mahomed Alice j we niake no 

doubt 


* 2 ^ A .li Aj^t v%% ff Air ; 
.dirtftt’ Imhi f^^w fiw i at i wfc 

bi^ MrtrilKi w3l b€^ ^ wmar ^ oW 

ifAk rcaiit]^q». 
ifik ib^ ^wttr^ 
m w» >eair tlwd ^ tr94eii| 1^ 


oQiit«fk$ ^ Ftirsia aA4 

likewife iftet with great interr^p0Qa9|^ 

we i»uft beg leave particularly to recom- 


ixM»d to yo«tf atte^tioat the getting ^le 
«|ih^ 



Wi have forwarded to IHoca the or- 
ders to be d^ifered to Mahomed Alke f 
and have defired the gendemen ^ere to 
write to Luckypoor and Chlttegong> of 
die receipt suid tenor thele ord^ r 
and^dterwi^, of the effect th<^ may 
l^ve ttjKm Mahomed Alice's condw^. 

W s have tmdo' dils d^ wrote to 
Paloa, with a copy g £ the Nabob’s let- 
tST, and dtreiSbioBs agreeable to what yon 
adwft i hut we muft leave, to dli- 
%rvr, that the terms in wh^ ih* Na- 


bob 
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bob malses of Mr. BiU» are u»- 

de^t, ted veiy impro]^^ ted o^ht 
not to be encoorafOd. ^ W© bave too 
good an opinion of Mr. EHia’e veracity* 
to iiippoft that he wcnld adTtece a fd- 
to the Board ; and we hope, di^ne*' 
fore, that you wttl endeavor to prevent 
fiMb mdeoindes frooa p^3ing te futtir% 
when, tre tea. treiniitg 'with tiae Nabob 
on public matters. . 

In CL o s E i) We ffanfinit yen aa «x- 
trscft frt«fi a Ltrckypeor fetter, 
ing fiifc fhahbunder duties which th^ 
hare always paid, and the nature of die 
frefli ext ortions which are now demand- 
ed* wideh we liBaglb^ '^naay 
rice t& you, in inaH^fetdpg thefe tnat* 
tets ft £did plte. 


Exlr^ 
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^froB of a hotter from the Gentlemen 
"[ at Lfiitkypobr to the Board. Dated 
November 6, 1^62. 



HE duties we have hitherto 
paid to the Ihahbunder are as 


follows^ 


Rup. A. P. 

♦ On fdt 9 14 2 per 100 maunds 

On tobacco o 40 per maund. 


On this firft article, we believe we 
have pdd rather more than the D»:ca 
fadtbiy j but hope you Will get it fettled 
on an equd looting. re^utd tee the 
frefli cuftoms now demoded,' the cho- 
keys do not require any IHpulated fum, 
but fleece our gomaftahs and people of 
all they can ; and if our boats are freed 

from 

* The prime coft of fait, purchafed bjr the gen- 
Aemen of JLuckypoor fadoiy, was olualljr about 
60 rupees ptr loo maunds j fo thaf the duty* tiiey 
paid, amounted to about 15 per cent, on the prime 
coft. 

The prime coft of tobacco, purchal^ by the 
gentlemen of Luckypoor factory, was ufually about 
two or two and a half rupees per maund j at which 
laft rate the duty they paid ainouhttid to 10 per cent. 
mi the prime coft. 
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from one chokey, they are fure to be 
flopped at the next, and our fervants 
confined and treated very ill. The in- 
ilant we had advice of our boat;s being 
Hopped at th^ places, we fent to them 
to know the reafbn, and defire their re-, 
leafe ; but anfwer always given, 
that they had orders from the Nabob 
for ib doing, and therefore cpuld not 
releafe. them.”' ' . 

I DESIRE that particular notice may 
be taken of the words, Inchfed we 
tranfmit you an extraStf &c. which we 
imagine may be of fervice to you, in fnaify 
fettUngthefe matters upona folid plan *, be- 
caufe it will be found in the fequd, that 
the Board denied they ever gave me an 
audiority for fettling that point. 

I left Moorfhedabad the 12 th of No- 
vember, and arrived at Mohgheer the 
30th, where the Nabob received me 
with all the ufual marks of relpefl: and 
friendfhip. Hardly a day paft, but I 
went with Mr. Haftings to vifit the Na^ 
bob, or he came to us. His conftant 

, topick 

* See page 139. 



Jf If All«ATI»* ^ 

the iH treatmrat lie liad se« 
^frnea Mr. JEHis. and itbs 
<|[ qay bf me ■aj^ tiie CoMoeit, ^ 
IMdei&fertiag 'fiicit peoceedi^s. As I 
liisstr it was out of my f^cr to 

Itiirr -ftny ferigfe<%tnn in i&at poin^ f^aa* 
0trered, iimt4dl4ii|^^fmteswerelb% 
pafled, and he ^lddididiil: noinore 
diem > and mm he and i wen met 
together, fuch regulatiohs dietdd he 
made, as would be’ latisfadory to bofll 
j p wmim <any-ai^ph!^ 
toe; jie w^^#iaeys warm npea tfaos 
«Bfd I tonpd 

I^SAcdtdd nevar%e %o<W«mT, 

f toped, Aast dbe ‘OooaiSmK -c^ d^^ute 
tniglrt he removed, and fijeh ounity lie 
buried within their -ovra hrealfe. 

He n^ complrined df die innova- 
tions in die priv^ dadc, as fait, hee- 
de-nat, ?tdi(®eco, fee. and die ^isf^lent 
authority iriurpedhy ourgomaftihs^dHi- 
idEyed earrylu^'it mi indiei^ant pato 
ef die coumry. He urged, Aat we 
"hsA no'right to Ais trade 'Gtom our to-' 
imm, that it occafioned incredible da- 
mage 
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-^94 'to ^g«iwerafiiea^ 

«iid ‘tiliis for *&c ■adv^ti^ ©rfly ©f ^ar- 
''^GtfkiR i «ntl to ftcW in^^eA, that “we 
^fi)©uM*©oathtoe 4t aoAsi^er, tut con*- 
hne our In '&aie nuu^- 

4ser ^ef©fe govettou^, of 

‘fSfder fi^kr^ i^^ough 1 tm -of *ibB 

Nalhelb, ^ to die 

tidt %© ^ocaiftitoed to totoiiA%h%ef #s(a 
■toe trade in articles -im|K»to3 tyflitp- 
ping, and toe matiufaStires and iirodtu^ 
of toe'coiffltiy for exportation j yet 1 
was unwdling to ^give up an advantage, 
which had been enjoyed by toeConipa- 
■ny’s'feaTrtots^ ina greater tnrfefeijegyee, 
■for five or toe years ; ai^ ’tocrefore ixaii 
toe Nstbobi toat as to toe Ixdtod 
or toetoadt foom place to jplace in toe 
country, in toe articles of the produce of 
toe country, :we DKant ohly toicany k 
on upon the famefooting wito other nrer- 
'toante ; toat we’had ah^ys ;p^ nrore 
or defe duties to the government oh tois 
trade ; 'but as the rates were not fitcli 
and regulated, many dilputes acofe. hn 

that 
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a^unt; that we would inform our>r 
.^vcs of the of (hides paid by the* 
^dcHTS and otheS* merchants ; and accord- 
Jng tb diat give a general order, that 
ihould be paid in all parts. 

, C -To this the Nabob coniented with 
great difficulty, and declared, that if af- 
ter this reguladon ' any mofc #fputes 
fhould arife, and the dudes agreed on 
ifaould not be paid, he fhould have no 
remedy left, but the laying 
tirely open, and giving a gcnCTal liber- 
ty to the mttchants of the .country, md 
nadonSi to ccan<>; 

xnerce cuftaba-fiec; ; "" , 

It is needlefs to enumerate all the 
Nabob’s complaints of the infults ex- 
ercifed againft his government, not only 
by our fubordinate factories, but by e- 
very private merchant ; they were in- 
deed endlels; amongft them wer^ two 
letters, which I thought necefl&ry to 
fend down to the Council, oneftem Mr. 
Cartier, the chief at Dacca, to the Na- 
bob’s colleftor t|iere; the oAer from 
Johnftone, Hay and Bplts, to the 

fougedar 
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fottgedar of Pumea. The following are 
copies of the letter I wrote to the Coun- 
cil on this iubjefb the 15th of Decem- 
ber; and of one which Iwrote jointly with 
Mr. Haftinga the fame day, to inform 
th^ of the regulations we jpropofed 
making with the Nabob. 

l^xfraSi ^ a Iletter from the Governor 
to the Council. Dated at Mong^^r, 
December 15. ' 

** TNCLOSED I fend for yourpe- 
**■ rulal two Perfian .letters, delivered 
to me by the Nabob, with their tran- 
ilations. One from Mr. Cartier to Ma- 
homed Alice, thecolledior of the Dacca 
di%i 3 s, which, if I underfland it.right, 
(for the expr^ons are rather c^&ure) 
is wrote in a vtery improper ftile, and 
tends to encourage and promote thofe e- 
vils, which we have taken lb much pair;? 
to remedy; I mean, a jealoufy Mid dif- 
truft between us and the Nabob ; I re- 
quell you will be plea&d to call on Mr. 
Cartier for an explanation of his. mean- 
ing, and give him fuch a caution on 
VoL. II. L the 
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ti« occafion, a§ to you fhall feetn nc- 
ccfery. ' . 

’Fhe <^er from MeC Johnftone, 
ffty and Bolts to Shfeer Allee Cawn, 
fougedar of Pufnca, endorfbd Mr. 
Bolts in Englifh, and written I imagine 
by him, in the name of the Faftner- 
Ihip. Whoever reads this letter, muil 
naturally conclude no other government 
fubfifted amongftfis, lince it left to 
Mr. Bolts, to affert the privil^es ci* tlw 
hl^afi^j, and vindicate^ m the namfc of 
&eedom 0# the Com- 
paay^s dui^^. Such notldna propa- 
gated in the country, muft needs be pre- 
judicial to the Company’s affairs, by^^ 
weakening their government ; and it is 
for this reafon, the Company have for- 
bid letters to be written to the country 
government, by ahy perfbn exe^ing 
die Prefident, or with his approbati^ I 
never refuf^ to apply fc^ redrefs for 
any grievance that the gentlemen in the 
fefvice, and all other ijubabitants of the 
fettlemeat, haye applied- tp me about ; 
and in cafe of my illne& or j^fence, Mr. 

Amyatt 



^r^foBions in Bengai.. 147 

Ainyatt ready to give them tl^ fame 
affiftance. t therefore recommend 
to you to inBi^ fuch cenfure or punifh- 
ment on Mr. as thaU feem to you 
neceflary for preventing fuch irregulari- 
ties in future, I could wifh alfo, that 
it were made a rule for the chiefs of the 
fulK>niioate fai^ories, .and all others, 
when they write lettc^a to the country 
government, to fign them, diat in ca^ 
of their being produced afterwards, they 
may be known -to be authentic.’' ' 

Tranjlation a Letter * from Mr, Car- 
rier to Mahomed AUee, 

« OEVERAL chokeydars and cut-' 
^ wank, and ccd}e(^rs and zemin- 
dars, and.c^Ber dSiG^s'm the town; and. 
its dependencies, are guilty of violent 
proceedings towards the gomaftahs, and 
people of the Englifli Company, and 
gentlemen j rob and plunder, and regard 
not the Englilh flag and dufluck. The 
news of this has readied my ears j as 
the chiefihip of the fadory here belongs 
La to 

* This and the following letter are referred to in 
the foregoing. 



14^^ A Narrative of the 

to me,- thett^e^’ for the fake Qf juftiqe, 
and to eftahlifli the Company’s bttimefs, 
I aci^iiaint you with thefe proceedings ; 
and defire you will in anfwer inform me, 
why fuch proceedings have happened j 
yet i am perfuaded you are not the au- 
thor of them, and much Icfe tho Na- 
bob. As you are acquainted with the 
fecrets of this affair, I therefore fepd to 
you for a full and'^'proper.cxplanatibiiof 
it. You know what a diffurbanee will 
arife betwen ns j and by the ^ace of 
Gdd you have fdsB, and will fee, what 
ourftfei^h iind power has fliewn itfelf, 
and will fliew itfelf. Your prudence, and 
the care and prefervation of your great- 
nefs, would di<3:ate to you to turn out the 
difturbers j but by turning them out, the 
credit and power of the high * name will 
be leffened. I Irope you will write me the 
particulars of all thefe oppreflions, that 
■ I may be acquainted with the whole pro- 
ceedings, 

* This is rendered literalljr from the onginal 
Perfian ; but in both, the fenfe is <^fcure.. It feems 
to mean the Nabob, and to be an ironical allufion 
to the title conferred on him by the King, which is 
AlltC} or High in Rank 
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ceedings, and may likewife know whe- 
tiier you are a friend or not. As pircum- 
ilances are reprefented erroneoufly by 
vackeels, I ha\^ therefore committed 
them to writing.” . • 

^ranflation of a Letter from Mef. JcAivi- 
ftone. Hay Bolts to Meer Sheer 
, AUee Cawn, Faugedar of Poorneea. 

** gomaftah Ramchum-dofs, 

V-/ being gone into thofe parts, 
meets with obftru^tions from you, in 
•whatever bufinefs he undertakes ; more- 
over, you have publiflied a prohibition to 
this eifed ; that whoever fhall have any 
dealing with die Englilh, ,you will fcize 
his houle, and lay a fine upon him. tii 
diis nianner you have prohibited the peo- 
ple ttnder ypur.jurifdi^tion. 'We were 
furprized at hearing of the affair, be- 
caufe that the royal firmaun, which the 
Engliih nation is poffeffed of, is violat- 
ed by this proceeding ; but the Engliffi 
will by no means fuffer, with patience, 
their hrmaun to be broke through ; we 
therefore exped, that upon die receipt . 

L 3 of 
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r 

^ fetter, you wiD take off the or-^ 
you baye giveu to the reiats i andia 
eafe oi ytm not doing it, we will cer- 
t^ly write to the Nabob, in the name 
of the Englilh, and fend for fueh an or- 
der from him, that you £hall reffore ful- 
ly and entirely whatever fefe the Ei^lifh 
have fuftained, or fliaD fufhiin by this 
obffeudKoni and that you lhall repent 
having thus interrupted our bufinefs, in 
^fpke of the royal firmaun. After read- 
ing this fetter we are perfeaded yoo wife 
dei^ feom iikerrupting it,' will ad agree- 
ably ^ 

that your amity may apyiiar 5 aadwiH by 
no means ffop the Company’s duftuck.” 


Copy of a Letter from the Governor and 
Mr, Haffings to the Council Dated 
Mongheer, December ij, 1762. 

'^O^E have had many conferences 
.Q. 7 ^>*^^‘hthe Nabob on the feb- 
. 9 e late complaintaj whidi ap- 

to hare been chiefly oecafioned by 
Ae p„v,te W»d trade. „ the tra^ 
m place to place in ^ country. Ife 
' enlarged 
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enlarged much on the licentioufnefs and 
oppreffions ej:ercife,d by our gomaftahs, 
especially on thofe diftant parts of the 
province, where his government is lefs 
dlnbliihed, and too remote for our en- 
quiries into their behavior. He argued, 
that the trade of thofe parts conlifted 
chiedy In articles produced and fold in 
the country, from which. fonDtier Nabobs 
had 'always-reftraincd all £ur<^»ahs, and 
to which he did not conceive, that we 
could claim any right from our firmsuin^ . 

W t agree with the Nabob in opinion, 
that, the true intent and natural meaning 
of the firmaun granted to the Company, 
was to give to them and their fervants a 
free trade, clear all cuftoms, in all 
articles of commerce, to be imported or 
exported by Aipping. From fuch com- 
merce, a mutual advantage is derived to 
our country and to this j but the trade 
from place to place in the country, in 
fait, beetle-nut, tobacco, and other com- 
modities produced here, bringing no ge- 
neral benefit to the country, but to par- 
ticulars only, who have the feme in their 
L 4 hands ; 
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we 4o Qot think the fitmaun'can 
he aQdeir%^ to include diem, within 
the pdi^ege of the duftuck, or to grant 
.t^a iight to trade therein, on any other 
footing than the natives themfelves 5 th^ 
is, paying the ufual cuftoms to the go- 
vernment ; for if we had a right m,tmde 
therein cuftom-frce, and the natives mtift 
pay cuftoms, it follows, that no one 
but ourfelves could carry on any trade, 
which we cannot fuppofo the foxnaun 
intenifod*,, . % ' . . , 

V>-:' ^ ■- 

.*i in j^nftwr >0 

.plai^ of fbe IP^tcb, page 36, feem planolj to de- 
clare Aat this is their opinion j their words are as 
follow : 

The acceptance of this grant (for the foie 
purchafe of falt-petre) Igr our fervants, they com- 
plain of as injurious to them, and as inconfiftent 
with that free trade, to which they claim aright 
tindCT the Mogul's firmauns. ' 

fe fuppcHtof this meafure, we might obferve, 
tiih: tfapfe finnauns, general as they are, are mjt to 
he ccHiftnied as umveria4 but, to be underftood with 
^is.liraita^on, tjiat thcy^do not operate to the pre^. 
judipec^any fiibfifiing right or ufrge j much }efK4^ 
fu^ rights as could not be aboliftcd, wtboBt a 
ccmilder^ble dimination of the re¥enues. 

’ ^ Whatever 
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It is ia<^, that the Nabobs of thefe 
provinces, did fwmerly reftrain the Eu- 
ropeans from carrying oh this trade up- 
on any footing, and by farming out the 
leveral articles to particular merchants, 
drew to themfelvesa confiderhbfeifwaiue. 

After the defeat and death oFSera- 
jah Dotvlai and the eftablHhment of Jaf- 
fier Alloc Gawn' in the Subahihip, by 
die j^iftahee of die Englifli, We be^h 
to take a fharo of this trade, which diare 
has been from day to day increafing. It 
has, however, always been a lubjedt of 
difpute with the country government, 
our right never having been admitted 
by them^ nor regularly claimed and ella- 
blidied by us; and the government's 
dudes have generally been paod. 

But not contented with this, the 
Englifh gomaftahs, in different parts* 

have 

Whatever article of trade, therefore, has been or- 
dinarily monopolized and granted in farm, it might 
be cemtended, may ftill be fo enjoyed, at^ granted 
widiout infringement of thofe iirmauns ; the defign 
of which was, to admit European traders to the 
fome freedom of trading with the tmnffoh- 

je^ and furely not a better.” 
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to sofift ujHia'tMs tnid^ 
al R fiitasuifi piivtiegei eqWly with the 
fi>reig;n teadc> aiid refofe to pay ahy cuf* 
. The government’s people, on 
1$im part, demand the cuiloms, and 
upon refufal flop the goods ; and. this 
contofl has been ^eoc<ahon of maii^ of 
die complaints received by us and the 
Nabob. 

-:JLSt on the one hand, we do not &e 

■** _ 

9iSy T&foti why dbte Englii(h geh^saen» 
and othet i^Rbtd^&s Ciidcntta, and 
the hibctfdinate 0ioald carry oh 

inland hade»' [Q&xtpti^s 

dodncfc, or in any other rcQ)»9:, more 
advantageouily than the country mer- 
chants ; fo, on the other hand, we think 
it would be a great hardihip, if we, and 
aH bdcmging to us, were not admitted 
upon an equality widi the merdiants and 
inh^itants of other parts of Bengal, and 
firffercd fo ti^, on equal terms, in all 
commodities, ahd in all provided 
our agents and gomal^s do not fci 
themfelves up for mag^llrates m the 
country, and carry on diem hufincls by 

force 
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, for(% and oppreffion. Praifticea of this 
fort, in many of the Engliih agents and 
go m a fl a h s \ and an abufe on the part, 
of dw Nash’s ofhcers of the .power put 
into their hac^s, for the reftraintoi^ i^h 
pradices, have been the cauf^..^ 
znj^iQT compl^ts lately receivei i .i' r . 

'{In thefe fentiments, the rt^ahttddas 
we have pr opojfed to tlw Nabob ftn- fee- 
ing* the manner of carrying on this trade 
in future, and^preventieg any. diiputes 
between his officers, and our agents and 
gomaftahs, are as h^ow. 

First, That for all trade imported 
or to be exported by ihipping, the Com- 
pany’s duduck f[iall be grantedf^and it 
feall pais unmoleifed, ami free 
toms .as ufesd. ; 

Secom For ^ tnM^ feofn 01^ place 
in the country to another, in commodi-. 
ties produced in tlw country, as felt, bee- 
tle-nut, tobacco, &c- the Cmi^»Qf*s 
dnd»ck Ih^ not be granted 1 but it il^ 
go with the duftnek of the hnxhua- 
der, fhahhon^, or other, offiixj^ the 
country government. - > 

Third, 
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; Third, That at the time of taking 
out the feid duftuck, and before the dif- 
patch dP ^e goods, the duties ihall be 
paid according to the rates, which fhall 
be particularlyfettled and annexed to this 
agreement. 

Fourth, That the laid duties, fo to 
be paid before exportation, fhall be the 
whdle that are to be paid ; fo that after 
the ditpatch of the goods, nothing fhall 
be paid at any chokeys in the toad, nor 
at the place of f^. 

Fifth, That id! goods, being fomilh- 
«d eiihet: \vith the jdu^^k, 

, or that of the government, meet 
with no obflnnfUon or delay. The 
guards and chokeys on the road fhall 
have nothing more to do, than to demand 
a fight of the dufluck, unlefs* they fhall 
obferve the boats to be laden with a larger 
quantity of goods, than are mentioned 
in the duftuck j in which cafe, they are 
to give immediate notice to the neareft 
Englifh factory, as well as to the near- 
eft officer of the government, that or- 
ders may be fent to have a exami- 
nation j 



Tranfa 5 ikns in Bengal. 157 

nation ; but they are not to detain them 
in the road. 

Sixth, If any one (hould attempt to 
pafs goods without a duftuck, either 
from the govemmOTt or iho Company, 
- or ihall clandeftinely procure a Compa- 
ny’s duftuck to pafs fait, tobacco, or 
. other produce of the country, from plt^e 
to place, for inland trade, fuch go^s 
fhall be leized and confifcated. The 
guards and chokeys in the road are to 
ftop them, and to give notice to the 
neareft Englifti fadory, as well as the 
neareft officer of the government. 

Seventh, If any perfon, not having 
a duftuck, ihall attempt to pafs boats or 
goods clandeftinely, under the cover of, 
and in company with, other boats or 
goods, having a duftuck, fuch boats or 
goods fo attempted to be j^fted clan- 
deftincly, ftiall be leized and confifcated. 

Eighth, The gomaftahs in every 
place fhall carry on their trade freely, and 
as merchants ; and fhall, on no account, 
ufe force in buying or felling. If any 
difputes arife in the courfe of their bu- 

linefs. 
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finefs, they £hall nor attempt to redreis 
ihemfelves, but fhall make their com- 
plaints to the fougedar, or other officer of 
ihe' government, and have the matter 
tried before him. In like manner, if 
any merchant or inhabit^t ihall b^ ag- 
grieved by any Englifh gmhaftab, he 
fljall make his complaints to the fouge- 
dar, or other officers of the government j 
and the gomadah being duly fummpmd, 
ihall appear before him to anfwer m rite 
and haye dlxc matter determined. 

Ninth, To deter ^e-foogedars, and 
other officers of the gdviemfi^t, frean 
being guilty of any partiality, they fliall 
be enjoined to tranlmit to the Nabob 
copies of their proceedings, upon all 
trials where Englifh agents or gornaflahs 
are concerned } and likewiie to give a 
copy to the agent or gbmaftah, who, if 
he thinks himfelf aggrieved, may lend 
the fame to his principal ; and 1^ may 
make hiscomplaint to the Prefident,who, 
if Ae cafe requires it, will apply to 
Ae Nabob for redrefs ^ and when any 
fougedar, or oAer officer of the govern- 
ment. 
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ment, fhall pnsyc guilty of fuch partia- 
lity, the Nabob, ihall puniih him in the 
moft csen^lary mannet. 

W E think it would be mueafonalde 
to dcij^ to cany on the itdimd tra^ up- 
on any other footing, than 
merchants of the country; and th^^e 
attempting to carry it 'em free of cuf- 
tmns, and with Company*^ dtiftueh^ 

would bring upon ns univetfal jeaknety 
and iB-wiB, and, in the end, prejudice 
the Company’s affairs, as w^ as ctit 
own. In the courfe of our conferences 
upon this ftthje^, the Nabob obferved, 
that if the Bngpfo gomaffahs were per- 
mitted to trade in all parts, .and in att 
commodities coftom-free, as maity of 
them now pretend, they inufo of coarfe. 
draw all the trade into their oivn hands, 
and his cuffoms would be fo little 
value to him, that it would be much 
more for his intereft to lay trade entire- 
ly open, and odleQ: no cuftoms f^om any 
perfon whatever, upon any kind of mer- 
chandize, which would draw a number 
of merchants into his country, and: en- 

creafo 
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cfcsife his revenues, by encouraging the 
cultivation and manufadhire of a larger 
quantity of goods for fale ; at the fame 
time, he added, it would effedtually cut 
off the principal fubjedl of the dilputes, 
which had dillurbed the good undcr- 
ftanding between us, an obje*^ which 
he had more than any other at heart. 
This fcheme we dilcouraged all in our 
power, as it would immediately render 
the duffuck ulelefs, and prejudice oin 
Honorable Mafters bufinefs, by enhanc- 
ing die number. i! 5 ^.^purchafers ; and it 
is an aigument wh^jweotight re^ddy to 
conient to the regulation now propofed, 
not to riik hurting the Company’s in- 
terefts, for our own private advantage. 

The Nabob defires our orders may 
be repeated, that none of the Compa- 
ny’s fervants, their agents, gomaftahs, 
or other peirfons employed by them; fiiall 
be permitted to hold offices under the 
country government, nor to purchafe, 
rent, or hold lands, gunges or markets, 
i nor to lend money to the zemindars or 
colle(3:ors, as all thefe are fources of dif- 

pute 
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pute between die Company’s peo|de and 
the government’s. 

We have fent Mr. Helas the Nabob’s 
coders for the free purch^e of the tim- • 
Bers wanted for the new fort ; md die 
Nabob has exprefied to Sheer Alice, the 
fougedar of that diftri<9:, his higheft 
pleafure at the obdru^ons he before laid- 
in his way, and . the ill treatnwi^ which 
the Englilh gdmadahs in general comr 
plained of from him. 

Inclosed we fend die Nabob’s or- 
ders to Mahomed AUee, the coUedtor of 
' the Dacca diftri6ts, enjoining him to re- 
leafe all boats that maybe ftopped by him, 
or any peribn und^ his jurifiii^On, to 
demand for cuftoms nothing more than 
has hitherto been |Mnd upon the inland 
trade of thofe parts, and to refund all 
that may have been extorted beyond 
that. Likewife another order to, the 
fame perfon, requiring him to tranfmit 
a more clreumllantial account of the dif- 
pute between the uncle and nejdiew a- 
bout the zemindarree of Baboopoor, and 
how it happened, that three or four of 
VoL. II. M 
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were killed there. But as 
both in this affair, and that of Taage- 
pQ@r^ dep^dent on P(X)meea, where one 
of Mr. Gray’s gomaftahs was killed, a 
^yere example ieems highly neceflary j 
we have agreed with the Nabob, to fend 
a p^rfon on our ^rt alcmg with one of 
his, t® enquire upon the Ipot, and bring 
4 full and impartial account of each of 
thefe events ; and the Nabob has pro- 
mifed to pjmiiih his people with dw at- 
moft fcvorily* if th^' prove to he as 
guB^ as they ; now app^. . NETi* Haf* 
thigs will go to 'IFaJigepbc^ to Jeh^ 
et^qui^ 5 and we defire fiM will dired: 
Mr. Billers, to produce the neceflary 
proofs to the perfon, who may be ap- 
pointed by the Nabdb to enquire con- 
cerning the other affair.” 

. A? I thought I was ckSing Rp’eat fer- 
yipe to the jgngiifli merchants, by efta- 
blifliing a right to a trade which had al- 
ways before been dlfputed j and as the 
other regulations before propofcd ap- 
peared to me entirely juft and neceflary, 
' I made 
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I made tio feiuple to aflUre^e Nabob 
diey ibtiuld take place, efpefeially as I coft- 
ceived myfelf to be ftllly authorized by 
the Board to aft for them Sfi Aisoccallon. 
I infetttted iftytblf, ai well ^ poflible, 
of ^e duties ufttally paid upbll ^t> and 
olhef articles of iidand tmdS; and in 
Confe^uefice of ti^je enquiries^ I a^t»d 
ivrfli die NifedbV dkat the rate Of duties 
ftould be nine per cent. ^ oft the prime 
coft, at the places where the goods are 
provided. I Idund this to be * beloifir 
the rate dready paid at Luckypoor ; and 
I knew, that the profits on that branch 
of trade Would bear fiich a ch^ge with- 
*out the leaft caute ^ cdrftplaint. The 
Nfl^b haviiig fet afoot art Oxp^doft a^- 
gaind Befeea and Napatfl* Whipfrhe in- 
tended to eOfiitnand m perfon. Waited 
only my taking leave of him, to fet out. 
In order therefore to bring our bufinefs 
to a conclufion, he fummed up all his 
complaints and propofals in a letter, 
dated the zfith of December ; and I im- 
mediately wrote him an arifwer, allhring 
M 2 

* As is manifeftly proved, page 140 of this Vol, 
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1^/ that die regulations we had agreed 
Ibn (hodld be eftabliflied. I told him* 
that upon itty arrival at Calcutta, orders 
ft&m the Board ihould be fent in confe- 
quence to all our fubordinate factories. 
At the fame time, I defired that he would 
give me orders to all his officers, direc- 
ting- them to adt in conformity to thefe 
regulations j which orders ffiould be for- 
warded along with ours from Calcutta. 

The following are exa^ tranSations 
of the Nabob's leftta-, and my ardwer, 
Gont^ing die propoied reguIatioaiSk 

'Iranjlation of a Letter from the Nabob 
to the Governor. 

AS there are many places within 
the perganahs, in the provinces 
of Bengal and Bahar, much oppreffed 
by the Englifh Company’s gomai^s and 
fervants, I lhall trouble yotf to write 
to the chiefs of Goffimbuzar, Dacca, 
; Luckypoor, Malda, Patna, &c. not 
to give dullucks, or. permit any one to 
hoift Engliffi colors, befides what are 
granted for the Company’s Ihip-mer- 

chandize j 
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chandize j that ’on whatever goods of 
this country they purchafe and fell, they 
(hall pay duties for the fame as other 
merchants, and receive a duiluch from 
the fircar, and may pals and repafe., on- 
ly giving a copy of their duihick at every 
gaut ; that they (hould ufe no force in 
the purchafe and fale of goods ; nor take 
pofleffion of the hou&s and golas belong- 
ing to the reiats and merchants. The 
muiTulmen merchants pay a duty of nine 
per cent, at the gamuts, and place of pur- 
chafe, &c. you will allb appoint the 
lame duty. Let not any one impede the 
dellols and weavers of the fircar at the 
aurungs of Dacca, dladanagur, Kirpay, 
Niiddea, . Moorlhedabad, Malda^ Cau- 
lygaum^ &c. whgte the fircar may freely 
purchafe ; nor injure or opprels the in- 
habitants of the Perganahs ; nor protedt 
the reiats, merchants, renters, and fer- 
vants of the government ; nc«r prejudice 
the revenuesi As the Company’s go- * 
maftah’s make lalt at Sundeep, &c. I de- 
fire you will write to them, not to make 
any more there, but, Ukc other mer- 
M 3 chants. 



to it from tho xaefr' 

^ th^ market price. You wfll 
4irf!(^ tke ^ndemeii, gomafkha, mutf- 
^INWofS moonihecs, and other oifi- 
oe^of the Engihh Company, toreUnquiib 
theirTarms, taalooks, gunges and golas, 
%nd not take any in fnhare ; to afford no 
protection to any one, upon proof , to re- 
ceive back the money that t^y paid for 
their purchaiesj not borrow from, or 
lend to the mntt^oddeos, aimaih, 
misdarf, ocj^er dopfodonts of ^ go- 
vcmmctttr not to coin any monpy at 
the Mooi#ddahad, I^aeoi* or Patna 
mints, as it occafioas a lofs ro th? fircare 
but to coin their money at Calcutta. |n 
the perganahs of Cuddyrharry and Ca- 
loo-rbauboo-para, and my other jagbeer 
lands, under the jurifdi^ion of 
the revenues formerhf an^ounted.t^loi^ 
thoufrnd ru|^es, aridag * fr^p iht 
of frit, large timbers, apA Ikwpil o^er 
%i;tk:le&. The gov^nment’? peopfr>i ufed 
to carry on the comn^^ there, and no 
other merchants were permittod to traf- 
fick with the mountaineers. Two years 

ago 
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ago Mr. Chcvidier went there, and he 
has put an entire ftop to the trade of the 
ilrcar, and hkzUelf tradicks with the 
mountaineers^ from whence a lofs arifes 
to my revenues > wd he forcibly feizes 
the taalookd^s and reiats of the 
perganahs, to make them drscW tim- 
bers, by which means they are brought 
to the laA diftreis. In ^ perganahs of 
Gopalpoo^ and Dukknnbar-poor, and 
other dillridts, where fait is rc^de, the 
people of the Company’s fa< 3 :ory work 
the fait pans j and they take poffeffion 
of all the fait which the mdunghees of 
other perganahs l»ve made, by which 
means I fuffer a very great lofs. More- 
over, .t^yobKgc the reiats to receive 
nK>ney from them for purchafing rice, 
andr by force a«d vhdmce they take more 
than the market price adk»^ds ; and the 
reiats are running away on account of 
thefe oppreflions. For mai^ ye^ it 
has been cuftomary for the Caihmeer 
merchants to advance money at Sunder- 
bund, and provide molung^es to work 
the fait pans there j they paid the rents 
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£pr the fait pans, at the feveral perga- 
^nahs } and the duties on &e fait, which 
were p^d ^ Buiry-faul chokey, belong- 
ing to the Shahbunder, amounted to near 
' 'thirty thouland rupees j at prefent, the 
people of the fadloiy have dilj)oflefled 
the Cafhmeer merchants, and have ap- 
propriated all the fait to themfelves. 
•Pleafe to write to the gomaftahs of the 
aforefaid places, to dehif from exercifing 
any authority there,” . ' ' 

l^rdnfiation of the Govp^nor’s Anfwer to 
ahorjit - 

T HAV]^ been honored wiA die re- 
**■ ceipt of your Excellency’s letter, 
and underlland the feveral contents. A- 
greeably to your defire, I will write to 
the chiefs of the factories, to grant a 
Company’s dulluck upon the purchafe 
and fale of all (hipping goods ; dnd that’ 
they will deal like other merchants, in fuch 
goods as are bought and fcdd in different 
parts of the country for the inland trade. 
That they muft not give a Compan3r’s 
duftuck, but muft pay a duty of nine 

per 
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per cent, upon the purchaie of the 
goods, in lieu of all demands at the 
chokeys, &c. into the huxbunder or 
ihahhunder, and take a duiluck from 
thence, and not be guilty of any vio- 
lence or extortion. I hope that ydu, on 
your part, will give orders to the fou- 
gedars, and other officers of the lircar, 
that th^ are not to give any interrup- 
tion to the purchife and fale of Ihipping 
goods, with which there will be a Com- 
pany’s duftuck ; nor to make the leaft 
demand upon them j and that they muft 
by no means interrupt the purchafe and 
fale of the inland trade, but mull: grant 
a duftuck for the goods, afta- having 
taken the ftipulated duty upon the pur- 
chafe-price, agre^bly to your cc^m- 
ihahds i and dbat die drogas of the cho- 
keys mult only take a copy of the duf- 
tuck, and make no. demands. 

I H A V E already wrote to all the chiefs 
of die faftories, not to opprefs the reiats 
and inhabitants of the perganahs, nor 
protect your dependents, nor make any 
difturbance in the affairs of the fircar. I 

wiH 
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■v^plKi^w agaiii particularly to the 
chiefs i and frclh orders lhall l^ewife be 
:^t iQr^ ieverul gcaoiaftahs to defift 

to look upon the 
c^er of the drear as the proper 
teate ; and in cafe of any diihirbanoes or 
diiputes, to appear before him* ami 
there fettle them. You will give ordem 
to you fougedars and officers, that they 
muil behave to the gomaiiahs with truth 
and uprightnefs, and a£t without, p^- 
tiaCty ; and if any cmc makes a com- 
*|daint againlk a gomaftah^ that they mu& 
iend ft»t the gomailah ^and decide the 
diipute; and in caie of a gomadah's 
inaking any complaint, that they muft 
take that likewise into condderation and 
decide it. 

I HAVE wrote to the chiefs of Chit- 
tagong, and Luckypoor, that they tpuft 
not work the falt-pans thendBves, 
interrupt the merchants and rentos of 
falt-pans, who pay the ' government’s 
rents j but purchafe from them what- 
ever they want to piurchafe ; I accord- 
ingly 
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ingly fend -yen, inclofed two ktters* fiar 
the fiud chiefs. 

O 1 .DSHS feiadl he fent to die chiefs and 
g^oafeahs of the fe^c^es, Rot torentnot 
imFchafe any htfids, Btnr to limd to, nor 
hoiTOw money ftoin the ' zemhid^ 
officers of the fircar; and thatth^mtill 
give up vrluttever ^ooks they may have 
heretofero ptmcKi^. Ycm wifi he ple^ 
ed'td ' ^rc or^rs,that the purchafe-i^ 
ncy be returned ; bat I have received 
Ccttnplaittts fetwtt ieveral places, that ihe 
officers of the'firear infift upon the' 
former coIk<!lions, and beat, and bind, 
and imprlfon the peejde ; fiich proce^- 
ings are contraiy to jufeice. You wifi 
thwefere give them wders to retain the' 
poFeliaie->iDteBey, and by no means ,to 
demand Ae paA aceoanta. 

T»b chiefs and gomaftahs of the fac- 
tories fhall be ftriaiy diredled not toob- 
ftru(5f the deloHs and weavers of the 
fircar. . 

If it is not agreeable to you, tbat the 
money and bulKon of the EngKfh gen- 
tlemen and gomaftahs ihould be coined 


m 
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iHribe Patna a&d the Dacca aunts, and 
it occafions a ieCs.to the fircar, you will 
giyis cffdeire tu ^r drogas there, not to 
re^ei^e fitHna them any money or bullion 
^ coining j yet the IhrofTs, upon be- 
ing acquainted with this, wijil demand 
as much batta as they pleajfe, by which 
means the Company’s bufinefs will be 
ftqpped. I hope, therefore, that you 
will write to the Naibs of Moorlheda- 
bad, Patna, and Dacca, that the mo- 
i)^ of the Engliih Company, and gen-' 
mull - pay .b^a, according to 
'the rate of the^Bazar $ and that nmft 

poniih the IhrofFs, in cafe of their de- 
manding more. 

The gomaftahs at Gwalparah fliall 
be jftridtly charged to carry on their com- 
mercial bufinefs as formerly, and not to 
trade themfelves with the mountaineers, 
but to make all their purchaies ^d (ales 
through the.h^ds of the droga of the 
fircar. You will pleale to enjoin the 
droga, to deal with the Engliih gomaf- 
tahs in the fame manner as with other 
merchants.” 


The 
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The foregoing is the letter, * which 
we ihall find in the &quel, wrefied into 
a tlvotiiand difibrent forms, to make it 
appear odious, introduced, on aH occa- 
fions^ , with malevolent remarks, and 
imidty inveighed againft, by die reft of 
the Council. I leave it without further 
notice, till my return to Calcutta, when 
eno^h wxIl'be tSid of it. • • 

T HE day after the' delivery of this 
letter to the Nabob, I took my leave of 

him, 

• Twoofthearticlesmentionedtnthislrttcr;vi«. • 
the reftriftion of Ac trade to Rangamettee, and the 
prohibition to Ae Chittagong and Luckypoor fa< 5 A- 
ries, ag^inft m^ng fait upon Ae grounds rented by 
the country merchants from Ae' government, arc 
not mentioned 'in Ae letter AtiieBhhtd, of Ae 15A 
December, where Mr. HaRings mid I acquaint- 
ed them vdA Ae r^ulatipns we propofed. The 
reafon was, that tim Nabob had not then entered 
into thofe particulars ; but as be complained of Aefe 
innovations afterwards in his letter, I could not de- 
ny him the juftice he alked. It will be found here- 
after, that tbe-neceffity of Aefe reftraints has 
been Ally acknowledged, by extending them All 
farther ; mid that I gave up nothii^ to Meer Cof- 
lim out of perfonal regard, fince I was equally rea- 
dy to admit Meer Jaffier’s rights, when he was re- 
eilabliAed in the government. 
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dad proceeded to Patiui» where I 

and met With 
that his aniro^fi^ 
the Nabob had takm root too 
to be movedt and I was confirmed 
>the opinion* that, a reoinciliation 
wais not poffibte. ' . - 

: I ST AYEO only fbor ds^s at Patna, 
hi which time die Nabob’s deputy laid 
belbre me his cobiplaintS; and requeft* 
fcd^ that fi^ orders oug^t be gweh 
ais tq prercat any dilutes 

' 'aft'- 



fihi oti^^dils, and Siitt opinion 
jfony. What we chiefiy didered upon, 
were the Burbunna gate cd* the city, and 
Ac gunge. 

The Burbunna gate was a finall wick- 
et, in the north- wed quarter of the ci- 
^ of Patnaj whicB lay mod convcni«it 
for out fa!d;oFy fbrvants to pad in and 
but. The Nabob infided iqion Shutting 
op this wicket, for the better preferving 
good order in the city ; and Mr. ElKs 
declared it ihould not be done, becaufe 

it 
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it wottld be inconvenient to ouf iferv^f^ 
to go five or fix hundred yards round to 
the common w^-g^ of the city. I 
was mthMr. Elhroo:dbe:^i^ itfeon- 
ed to me te^be iii Jad 
on ei^^' 

was indifputable. I ttdd fib* 

tim . WMt _ 

ter of fb much importance^ that it 
to be referred to the ^oard, I ^roald 
have endeavored to make the Nab<^ 
acquiefce, for fear of its becoming a 
por^ ^air»: ' . 

, -The 

fale. In this countiy, as m aft' 
it is thfe nghti Only hf the government, 
to ellablifh 'fuch marts where 
are collefted, protedioas granted, and 
other ads of fovercrgnty cxercifed> 

T HIS* gunge, hear the Englifh Gtc- 
tory at Patna, was let up without any 
right, grant, or order, cither from the . 

Company, 

• It went by the name of Colonel Gunge. 
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Company, or the Nabob ; an authority 
fuch as no private perfon can be allow- 
ed; and it proved a continual fource 
of dilputes with the country govern- 
'ment, for the advantage of particulars. 
On this liibjed: Mr. Ellis feemed to be 
convinced, promifed that he would fuf- 
fer no more grain to be imported there ; 
that he would remove what was in it as 
faft as he conveniently could, and abo- 
lilh the gunge. 

The following is a copy of the an- 
fwer I wrote to the Patna deputy’s re- 
prefentations, after having fully di^uifed 
every article with Mr. Ellis ; and I fent 
that gentleman a copy of it. 

Tranjlation of the Governor s Letter to 
Rajah Nobit Roy. Dated January 4, 
1763. 

T Have read the feveral requefts 
A which you wrote under feparate 
heads. Agreeably to your defire, I have 
direded Mr. Ellis, the chief at Patna, 
to abolifli colonel Gunge, and accord- 
ingly orders have, from this day, been 

given 
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given to the merchants, not to bring 
their goods there any more j yet, as it 
is neceffary, that fome grain fhould be 
laid up in ftore for the Company, to be 
ufed in a time of Icarcity, I have there- 
fore directed Mr. Ellis to build foine 
golas in fuch places as you lhall think 
proper to appoint, and to purchafe from 
the merchants of the gunge, and keep 
in the faid golas about twenty thoufand 
maunds of grain on the Company’s ac- 
count. After which, the merchants lhall 
be at liberty to difpofe of what they may 
have remaining, according to their own 
inclinations, or to keep it in the gunges 
of the fircar j moreover, if they are in- 
clined to ferve the Company as hereto- 
fore, it is well ; and if they are defirous 
of fettling in any of the fircar’s gunges, 
they have liberty lb to do. When you 
have fixed upon a place for eroding the 
golas, you will fend your fervant with 
a note to Mr. Ellis, and you will allow 
what time may be neceffary for remov- 
ing the grain from the old golas to the 
VoL. II. N new 
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new ones, that n» unrea£}nable iofs may 
upon the merchuits. 

With regard to what you write a- 
bout not holding any taalooks, and not 
leading to, nor borrowing from the offi- ' 
cers and zemindars, orders have already 
l^en given to ^is purport, and I under- 
hand, diat no body has done fuch things ; 
however, I have how repeated thofe or- 
ders. 

You fey, that numbers of merchants 
carry away thdr goods for f^e, under the 
proted;ion of ^e fadcny, and that I 
hiiould enquire into this matter. It has 
o£ old been coh«nary, that a duftuck 
ihould be granted, with whatever cloth, 
&c. is purchafed by the merchants, from 
the Englifli Company and gentlemen, 
and that they fhould accordingly Cany 
away the goods, and fell them wherever 
they pleafe j this is no new cUfrom, and 
this is the only prote^on avoided them. 

YotJ complain, that the naerchants 
carry away goods, the produce of this 
country, from the fa<aory into the pro- 
vinces, with regard to fuch goods as are 

bought 
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bought and fold in the country. The Na- 
bob and I have agreed, that a certain du- 
ty fliall be paid for them at once, accord- 
ing to the purchafe price j when this 
regulation ilhali every where take place, 
no duties will be demanded upon the 
road. 

I UNDERSTAND what you write about 
IhuttiDg up the Berbuiina wicket of the 
fort, and concerning the entrenclmient 
by the river-fide ; and I have feen both 
the, places in queftion. The entrench- 
ment by the river-fide is very proper ; as 
to the (hutting the wicket, though there 
does not appear to be any great neceflity 
for it, and the going round about will 
be an inconvenience to the people of the 
faftory, neverthelefs, as it is the Na- 
bob’s order, do it whenever you pleafe, 
nobody will obflnid you. 

You fay, that Zein-Al-aubudeen, the 
aumil of Bahar, writes, that a gomaftah 
of the fadory took an obligation from 
one Deyuchund,* a merchant, that no- 
body fhould buy opium befides the Eng- 
lifh fadory. I aiked the aumil in your 
N 2 prefence. 
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j)refence, and in that of feveral mer- 
chants, whether he had a copy of the 
obligation or^ not. He anfwered, that 
,** Deyuchund complained to him, that 
Beenymadoo, an Engliih gomaftah, had 
taken an obligation from him, and had 
forbid him trading in opium, and that 
therefore it could not be expected he 
fhould pay the ufual duties and that he 
Ihe^^ed him a copy of the obligation, 
but did not leave it with him. Now it is 
Uncertain, whether this ftory be true, or 
wheth^ the merchant was prompted by 
his own intereft, impofe upon the au- 
mil, that he might avoid paying the du- 
ties; it is therefore proper you ihould 
fend for the merchant, and enquire into 
the affair, in prefence of Mr. Ellis, whom 
I have diredted to inflidl a proper puniffi- 
ment upon the gomaffah, in cafe the 
complaint be proved j and in cafe it ap- 
pears to be falfe, you, on your part, 
fliould inflidl a proper punifliment upon 
the merchant. 

With regard to the fircar’s fait, that 
is in the hands of Meet Mahomed A- 

fliruff. 



Tranfadiions in Bengal. i8i 

fliniff, it appears, from the account he 
fhewed me, that he has, in different 
places, difpofed of 23,596 maunds, and 
tiiat he has now remaining upon his hands 
27*333 ®^2unds j I enquired of him, in 
your prefence, what was the reafbn of 
his having difpofed of fo fmall a quan- 
tity only, in fuch a length of time. He 
replied, that ** in mwy places thefe 
was fait belonging to the Englifh gentle- 
men } and it was not in his power to flop 
the fale of their merchandize, in order 
to difpofe of the fircar’s j and that, not- 
withftanding the obligation entered into 
by the merchants of the city, the officers 
of feveral of the neighboring prlaces, did 
not pat a flop to the bufinefs of other 
merchants, fb that it was impoffible he 
fhould fell the government’s fait, at an 
advanced price, whUft they fold theirs 
at the former price.” As the bufinefs 
of the merchants of the city has been 
flopped for three or fom months, by 
which they have fuffered greatly, and as 
they will be entirely ruined, if their bu- 
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adviiA you to take back wbat 
fait the ^it^r’s remains unfold> and 
todlffK^ of it at the market price; for 
^ Nabob will by no means approve of 
inuring the merchants. 

You ihould examine Meer Aihruff’a 
ac^unt, whether he has fold ^eeably 
thereto, or more than is therein ipeci- 
iied ; in cafe he has fold more, it is rea> 
fonable that you foould take from him 
whatever money he has received for it ; 
but if his account be jufo^ he is not in 
fmlt, receive the money from him ac- 
cordingly* and make no forther demands. 
I lhall acquaint the Nabob with all Acfo 
particulars, and he will inform you of 
his pleafure. 

You defire Mr. Ellis may be dircd- 
ed not to fend any money or bullion to 
the mints to be coined. This afiair is 
within the limits of your own authori- 
ty. Give orders to the dre^ of the 
niint, not to receive any money or bul- 
lion, that may be brought by the fervaats 
of the fa«^ory to be coined ; and write 
to Mr. Ellis, that if he dhufbs it, you 

will 
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will coin money for him on the fame 
l^ms as for other merchants, or elfe 
that he may exchange it at the Bazar 
{wice. 

I UNDERSTAND what you write con- 
cerning the revennes of Birrumpocr Til- 
lage, and the Nezzeranna for the, falt-*pe- 
tre. Some thoufand rupees were at dif- 
ferent times paid-'by the Company to 
Raja Ramnarain’s army j of which I faw 
the partieuWs in the Company’s books, 
and I have direfted Mr. Ellis to make 
out the account j and after having de- 
ducted Rajah Ramnarain’s debt, tp pay 
the balance into the fircar’s treafury. 

It ii proper Aat you fhoiild look 
upon me as one interefted in your wel- 
fem, and let me have the pleafure of 
hearing from you.” 

I THINK it will be generally admitted, 
that all thefe regulations made and pro- 
poled, both at Mongheer and Ratna, 
were entirely agreeable to juftice and 
equity, and well calculated for the be- 
nefit both of Ae Nabob’s government, 
N 4 and 
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the Copapgjay’s, and to prevent dif- 
putes be^een them. 1 did not doubt 
of |W« appearing in the fame light to the 
gentlemen of the Council in Calcutta, 
and alTured myfelf, that they would have 
fo much regard for their public utility, 
as to havf joined with me heartily in 
eilablithing them, even if they ihould 
be found in any part to interfere in feme 
meafure with their private advantages ; 
but I feon found the contrary j and that 
the heads of the party had taken this op- 
portunity of encreafing their ,Areng^, 
by/reprefenting ,to die of tt^ Qemn- 

cil/- that I had an intention of cutting 
off the moft profitable branches of their 
trade. We fliall foon fee the violent 
effect which the propagation of this 
dodrine produced. 

I LEFT Patna the 5th of J^uary, 
and called for one day at Mon^eer, 
where I faw the .Nabob, ready to pro- 
ceed on the expedition to Beteea and Na- 
paul, his army having already crofi^ 
the river. It may not be improper to 
take notice of the ftate of the Nabob’s 

forces 
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forces at this time, and the fervice on 
which they were going. 

A T his accedion to. the Subahihip his 
^my, which ilpod upon the books of 
the gov^*nmeht at the rate . of upwads 
of ninety thouiand men, was cc^npo&d 
of the fame forces, which had fuccef- 
fiyely ^red thoNabobs Aliverdi Cawn, 
Senajah Dowta, ^d Ja£Ber Alle Cawn, 
andfbmeof the principal jemmatdars had 
been in the fervice even beyond the time 
of Serfraz Cawn j litde dependence could 
be placed on foch troops, and the fer- 
yants of fo many matters ; for this rea- 
fon, as foon as the Nabob had got pof- 
feffioft of the i^yincc of Patna, he dif- 
ibanded the greatett part of his army, 
intending to rahe new troops upon a dif- 
ferent eftablilhment. In this work he 
had advanced fo flowly, that when I was 
at Mongheer, his newraifed cavalry did 
not amount to two thouland men ; and 
his whole force Confitted of about fix- 
teen thoufand horfe, and three battalions 
of feepoys, befides an inconfiderable 
number of peons, who were kept ra- 
ther 
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t}^ iSiew thaa ofe. ' With this force 
he planii^ *and attemf^ed dbe redu^on 
a£ tht^hiogdcan of Napaul, and eroded 
the river in peribn, with his army* 

leiidng his family and treafure at Mong- 
heer. , 

I HAVE been particedar upon thit fiib- 
jeS, bccaufe it has been often afferted, 
that he had at this time entertained the 
defign of In^aking widi die Engli£b. 
Had this realiy b^ the ode, or cOutd 
he even have iUfpe^liid^ that he had%i> 
ven a pleli to ^S ehbinies unongft Ihn 
Er^^Ihh to' mahe war againft Mm ; cah 
it be u^gined, that he would have en- 
gaged at fuch a time in a foreign ww; 
and hy croffing the great river, which a ^ 
dngle battalion of our feepoys from Patna 
might have prevented him from repa^ 
fing, left his ftunily and tveahireat Mbng- 
heen, and the whole pro^ce earpof^ to 
our arms ? In effird, nothing was more 
oppodte to his intereft, or even his dif- 
pofitibn, little reafim as he had to be fa- 
tisiied at our behaviour to him. His 
great objeft ftom the h^;mntog, and 

which ^ 
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which his natural talents were heft fuit- 
ed to, was the increafe and improvement 
of his revenues 1 but for war he was to- 
tally unfit, frpmhisexcefiive and known 
timidity; and I believe I imay lafe- 
ty aicribe to this caufe, his paffiveneft 
and forbearance in the many provoca- 
tions which were given him. Hejknew 
too well dm weight of the Engiifti 
power, to wUh to expole his life and go- 
vernment to fo unequal a rifque. 

W E left Mongheer the qth of Janu- 
ary, and the i4di arrived at Collimbuzar. 
In the way I received an anfwer * from 
the Council of die 27th of Decon- 
ber, to the joint letter addrefted them 
the 15 A of that month, by Mr. Haf- 
tinga and which had been ftHward- 
ed to Patna and returned. With re^pe^ 
to the propofid mentioned in that letter, 
of leaving Mr. Haftings with the Na* 
bob, it could have been to no purjwlc, 

as 

* This letter arriving at Mongheer after my de- . 
parture, followed me to Patna ; where it alfo arriving 
after I had fet out from that place, Mr. Ellis dif- 
patched it back to me, and it reached me a litde be- 
low Mongheer, after I bad parted from the Nabob. 
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lUf^eNabob thenf^tkig but upon U 
:llift^t exp^^n ; and indeed, 1 hoped* 
it w|^ 4 :At any rate prove unneceflaiy,j 
|K:^4n the leaft doubting, from the juft- 
and ufefulnefs of the regulations 
which 1 had made, that the Board on 
arrival in Calcutta would readily con- 
firm them. The following are copies 
bf the letter from the Council, and of 
my anfwer frpm Goffimbuzar-,* 

, ■ ■ f» ' • ■ ir ■ f 

Badris Letter Governor tmd 

; Cxyd^^V,.' . i-'. ; ^ - 

WJ E have received your letter of 
W the 15 th inftant. We have 
paid due regard to the fubftance thereof; 
but as the articles now drawn up, or that 
may be concluded on, miift in all pro- 
bability prove the ilai^ard and limitation 
of our inland trade for all future 3 ^ears, 
it is proper that it Ihetild be maturely 
, coufidered, and determined on by a full 
Board. We have therefore ordered the 
letter to lye on the table, until the Pre- 
fident’s return to Calcutta, when we fhall 

come 
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come to a final reiplution on the fub- 
|e<9: ; and would on that account recom- 
mend his Jeaving-!Mh'. Haftings .widr the 
Nabob, ra^fy- fiich tnay be 

then. agreed . on. - ‘ '*- • : •' 

And we think further, ^at :^e 'opi- 
nions of as many of the ftKiJibi^ of 
the Board fliould be taken on this mat- 
ter, as cart be conveniently tolie^ed. 
,We‘beg leave to advife the Prefidfeiit’s 
talking vi^ith Mr. Ellis for thatpBfpofe. 

. W E fhall write to Luckypoor, agree- 
able to vrhat you recommend, regard- 
ing the zemindarree of Bauboopoor ; and 
alfo forward to Dacca the orders on Ma- 
homed Aliee. , -We muft hodt^er re- 
mark, that we wercdn hopes, from the 
manner the Prefident exprefied him&lf 
in a former letter, that 'Mahomed Allee 
would have been difmilTed from his em- 
ploy with dilgrace, and obliged to make 
reftitution for die damages fuflained by 
the delays he had occafioned. And we 
muft needs fay, that we think thefe are 
points which ought ftill tobe infifted on; 
as we cannot efreem his being ordered to 

refund 



to dftie additional 4utie^ or 
dftHntcrroptions he did, until ^ treaty 
of the nature now propoled had been 

M^*r^ a, Xsetttr frtm the Gtmerwor 
to the B<^d, Daftd Coffimbuzar, 


. . , ^ - .. --- -« 

*n« fte fliourd have an opportuiuty of 
ai3rfwie% for himfelf. Incloled I Imd 
you copies his addfoi^ to the Na- 
bol^ on the fol:^ the complaints 

tq>p6i{iied ' 
-- *>- — “ iffl^n ^he ipotz 

fei# to the chi^of 

pwfe mm fjfoofs tisqr ^ vi thi 

ts^kined to the M 
' -'I CAN 
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Ihca.n v^twre ^ affi^ jftou* the Na- 
hc^ wiB .8Qt he bsiC^ward hi 
Mahomed- if l»e ptovea giul^. 
To^t <#: Taii^ 

po<^, . hei^ Mr. , 


ill: hdN^er Oa: oht g6is«Aiyy» m 

will be diihii&d from his .^mtetlUQe^t 

of Poorneea. . '' 

I p B s£it V fi, what you mention pe«s- 
ceming the inland trade, jn your l^er 
to Mr. Hadangt apd me jointjjri tfi^ 
Cbm^}any’s di^a^ pem having:: hcOfr 


ibntgii^ gov^orr; ncidier I pbi^ 

at ' 

otttthe ordcK otg^pamuUe Mailers^ ^ 
and di^efore to prevent our . iMpng^ Ihdbie 
to have our gocxis.^pped ibr4mK»* at 

many diderent pkce$) aais d^e c^wifh 

the country merchaats, I widl^ tohmre 
thofe duties made up in#^ Banft rea&aa^ 
able manner into one ^nV: ^lid at 
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l^e before the di^atch of the 
•pjods. After getting what information 
we c0ftl^: I agre^ with the Nabob that 
ft^ iiohld belated at g per cent, upon 
1^: purchaferprice; which being paid 
b^re the difpatch.of the goods^ and 
'Ae duftuck of ftie' country 'government 
taken, they ihotild be liable to no other 
demands throughout the three provinces. 
You will obferve, that this is lefs than 
the Luefcypoor gentlemen, in &eir let- 
®he 6th of. NiSvembti^ laft^ men- 
ftiey'hj^f always - pmd' upon ftit 


‘ obj^fcsof this-tra^. 

I took an account from tho agents of 
fome Patna and Hoogly nierchants, of 
what they had paid, and were liable to 
pay for the fait under their charge, by 
vwhi^ you will perceive, that the . fif- 
carree duti^ only, wifoput reckoning the 
duftore 'taken, at the' feveisd-chokeys, 
amounts, ^ ' the -Ipweft t; of .the feyeral 
informatiohs, to -more thin rupees 
per i<» maun^; I have font a copy of 
this account to the Nabob, . and recora*- 

mended 
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m^iided to him to free the merchants 
in general from fuch a variety of de- 
'^mands, by receiving from them in like 
manner a reafonable rate of .cuftoms 
in one place only. 

I YESTERDAY, fcnt for the principal 
Aroffs of the city, and enquired of 
them, why they refiifed to exchange the 
Calcutta ficcas j and as they are ftruck 
with the name of Moorfhedabad, how 
they could diftinguifh them from.thofe 
which are ftruck in the Moorfhedabad 
' mint ? They replied, that the ftamp 
was hot fo weH made at Calcutta, and 
that the rupecjS, for the moft part, are 
too broad^^d thitt, by which they could 
■ daHnguiffi'lhemy T dehned^^^ Batfon 
for fome, and upon examination, 
found the obferi^ation of the fliroffs to be 
very true however, they agreed to re- 
ceive, them, and promifed to do fo in fu- 
ture ; the Nabob s deputy was prefent, 
and affured me, he^ would enforce it, 
whenever Mr; Batfon may apply to him j 
but it is 'necelTary, ftat our mint-maA 
ter take all pofSble care to make our ra- 
VoL. II. O pees 
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pecs equal in every refped to tluife of 
Moorfhedal ^4 and if po0tMe fo alike, 
that they may not be diftinguiflied one 
frian Ano Aer. 

Having received from Mr. Amyatt 
Ae news of the French cruizers in Bal- 
lafbre road, I lhall let out from hence 
to-morrow mormng, wiA relays of 
bearers, to Mirzapoor, from whence I 
. fhall proceed in a light boat to Calcutta, 
fo that I fhall probably arrive as icon as 
this letter. , , 

I LEFT major Adams at Patna, and he 
intends t6 reAni W dm Pachaet road>’* 

The day after Ae di^atch of this 
letter I let out from CoAmbuzar, up- 
on Ae news of Ae FrenA Ihips being 
- in Ballafore road, and arrived in Calcut- 
ta Ae i8A. 


€ ti o n 
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SECTION XL 

The general Affembly oS Ae Council, 
and Aeir Proceedings. 

Reguktumsi^cuiafed^tbe^dx ^. — 
Copy fent to the Board by tbe Cbi^ of 
Daccsit — TbeMembertqftbeCotmcilcalL 
fddovm frmtb^Jbkor^hMt^oBaries.-^ 
letter from Mr. Cartier to the Boards 
on the Subje& of his Letter to the Col- 
kblor Letter from Mef 

JdbinA<Hie, Hay and Bolts to the Board, 
on the SubjeSi of theirs, to the Fouge- 
dar of Foqicms.a.'-^Letter frm the 
Chief and Qoundl ^Dacca to the Board, 

. mith a Perfian tf Mr. VanfitUrt x 

Letter of Regulafiom.f^Mr. Culj^n’x 
Trj$dhttienf Nah^bV Orders 

to bis ColleSlor at Fhecnw-rsMinutes of 
Council upon tbefei^Mr. Vanfittart’x 
Minute in Coumilf on the SuhjeSi f the 
above Proceedings. ’^Violence <f the 
bob j Officers^’^Fam^&atedCompldbtts 
againjl ibem.-*<~Orders from jbe Board 
to Luckypoor and Dac£,a,»>-'iMr. A- 
O 2 royatf/ 
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myatt’j Minute in Anfwer to Mr. Van- 
fittartV . — Firji Meeting of the general 
Council.^-—— Motion for calling Major 
Carnac to the Board. — Fhe Motion car- 
ried. — Mr. Amyatt j Minute at the 
Opening of the general Council. — Re- 
marks on it. — Difficulty of aSiing be- 
tween -the Nabob and the Council . — 
Mr. Vanfittatt'/ Minute in Council . — 
Frejh Complaints from Patna and Dac- 
. ca FaBories. — Refolutions of the Board 
thereupon^ empowering the FaElories to 
make Ufe of Force*— Mr. Vanfittart’jr 
Letter io the Nabob, acquahitmg him 
with it. — Major CarnacV Letter to'the 
Board, defring to be .reinfated in the 
Command of the droops at Patna.— 
Letter from the Chief and Council at. 
Patna to the Boardi concerning the 
Gunge. — Plantar conduBing the Pro- 
ceedings of the general Council.— De- 
bate concerning the Burbumia Gate and 
the Gunge.— Letter to the^^ePo, con- 
taining the Refolutions of the Majority 
for opening the Burbunna Gate.’ — The 
Gunge ordered to be abolijhed.—SluefHons 

to 
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to be debatedt relative to the Regula- 
tions and the private ‘Trade. — Complaint 
from Luckypoor againji the Nabob j 
Officers.— -^Orders to feize the Offi- 
cers. — Debates upon the b fore-men- 
tioned ^efions. — Refolutions of the 
Board. — ^efiion propofedy what Arti- 
cles of T rode Jhould pay Duties to the 
Nabob, and •what Duties ?^Debate. 
upon ity and the Conclufion. — Remarks 
on it. — Mr. Haftings j additional Mi- 
nute in Council. — Letter from the Na- 
bob to his ColleBor at Dacca, concern- 
ing the Stoppage of fame Goods belong- 
ing to Mr. Vanfittart . — Letter from 
Mr. Vanfittart /(? the Nabob on that 
S ubjeB. — Further Complaints againji the 
Nabob’ j Officers.— Fougedar of Ran- 
gamattee ordered to be feized.— Flan for 
deciding Difputes betyoeen our Agents 
and the Nabob’r Officers. — Remarks 
upon it. — The Nabob returns from his 
Expedition. — Much alarmed by the ge- 
neral Affiembly of the Council.— Three 
Letters from him to the Governor . — 
Letter from theGovernor in Anfwer.— 
Mr. Johnftone j Motion. — Debate tip- 
O 3 on 
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itf and the Refalutions the Board* 
hmpxt and Hay t^ointed to 
go m a Deputation to the Nabob.— 
Great D^urbances betvteen the Nsdbob’i 
Officers and our Fabiories at Patna and 
Dacca. — A Detachment Jrom Fatna. 
feizes the NabobV Officer at Mow, inho 
is kept Friffiner in the FaHory.-^Part 
that Detachment attacked and car- 
ried before the Nabob, •who releafes them, 
^SevcraJ g,etters from the Cbif and 
■Council at Fmm. ta the Bom^d, and 
from thef^Ai6}sdo the Ooaerner upon 
^^mr. OfheoMtes.’^lMtir to ifcfo Na- 
bob, contmning the Refolufions of the 
Board upon the foregoing. — lihe Nabob 
publijhes a general Exemption <f Duties, 
—Debate upon that Suhje9, with the 
Refoluthn ffi the Board to inff on the 
Nabob’/ annuUing that A&*^Mef. 
Johnftone and Hay accufrMr*^ Vanfit- 
tart bamng made a private Agree- 
ment wkb the Nabob the Benefit of 
bis own Trade. — Mr, Vanfittarf/ An- 
fmrs — Two Letters from the Nabob, 
containing a warm Remenfirance againfi 

the 
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the Proceedif^s ^ the Boaf^. — -Letter 
from the Cbi^ and Council at Fatna, 
witb an Account of a between 

Jam of tbdr Seepejs, a^d the Nabob’s 
Farces at Gyaki 7be Botn'd ^'erided 
nt the Nabob’j Letters.* — ’-^tXebMe in 
Confequencet whether Mef. Amyatt i^d 
’ Hay fiaouid proceed an tbeir Refutation. 
•-^A§reedi they Jbotdd ^t mtt, and wait 
the Nabob’f Anjwer at C(^knbuzar. 

T T had been ^reed between the 
Nabob and me, that after my ar- 
rival at Calcutta, the regulations Ihould 
be lent from the Council to the different 
fadories, with lus orders to his odic^rs, 
whkh he gave me for that purpofe $ 
but inilead ^ this, I had hardly left him, 
when he dhjMtchcd copies of my letter 
to his officeis in all parts of the coun- 
try, with generjd orders for their ob- 
fervanCej and a dirc<3ion, that aU Eng- 
lifli gomaftahs, who refufed to comply 
with them, ihould Ik; turned out of the 
country. Copies of thefe being deliver- 
ed by the Nabob’s officer at Dacca, to 
O 4 the 
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the chief of our factory, were by him 
immediately forwarded to die Board, 
with a letter filled with the moft aggra- 
vated reprefentations of the lofs, which 
would accrue from them to the private 
commerce, and of the encroachments 
upon what they called our privileges. 
My letter, which contained the regu- 
lations, v.’as put info the hands of Mr. 
Gulfion *to be tranflated,andwas by him 
rendered into Englith, with a pedantick 
Angularity of flile, and an afFed:ed pre- 
cifion and pofitivenefsj efpecially in ifuch 
paflages, as were called by the Board an 
attack upon their rights. Thefe aggra- 
vations ferved but too elFedtually to add 
fuel to minds, already dilpofed to catch 
fire from the fiighteft occafion j and left 
any thing fhould be wanting, to carry 
the defigns of the party to the moft vio- 
lent-extremes, Major Carnac, who had 
no concern, or any right to interfere in 
fuch matters, was called upon to join 
his opinion to that, which the Board 
thought proper to pals upon thofe r^u- 

lations j 

* At that time Perfian tranflator. 
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lations j and I will take upon me to 
mention Tiim as the author and diredtor 
of the refolution, to call down all the 
members of the Board, from the fub- 
' ordinate fadtories to the Prefidtocyj to 
give a fandlion to die meafures which 
he had long had in view, and whidi 
were now to be carried into execution. ^ 
And although it is certain, that the 
unheard ofprivileges, this alTembly came 
prepared to infill: on, muft neceflarily 
produce a rupture with the Nabob, yet 
the Nabob, by his own folly, made the 
danger more hidden and unavoidable. 
He could no way have given his enemies 
a greater advantage, than by dilpatching 
as he did copies of my letter, to all 
parts of the country, and enjoining his 
aumils to enforce the immediate ob- 
fervance of the regulations therein pro- 
pofed, without waiting until direaions 
in confequence were fent from Calcutta 
to our fadlories jointly, with the orders 
to his officers, which he delivered me 
for that purpofe. It is plain, -by my let- 
ter to the Nobit Roy (p. 176) that I 

did 
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(Hi Aot kAcad the rcgukliooS' Ibmiki 
tike pkce tiU ^aeiral orders^ w»e ioit 
cmf wlKKe$ said the Nalx^ biinfdtf 
iKfk knew, that my orders <^tdd not 
take |dstce, t31 }cdhod with thofe of the 
Board, which he had therefore defired 
me to obtain. Of courfo I eaqiedsedthfi 
Nabob would Wait, till I could write 
him from Calcutta oi the refolutions of 
the Council; if he hai, he would have 
found, that foey oppcdied every, part of 
the regulsUiont, and he would have had 
time to detennine# whether he would 
fol^t tb their detttands cnr notf. 

^ad of that, his officers proceeding 
immediately to make ufo of force, o« 
bliged me to join with the reft of the 
Board in reftraining them; and ftms, 
one a^ hoftility following another, 
gave the difccuitented on each ftde a 
continual opportunity of Widening die 
breach, and at length rendering it irre- 
parable. 

Mil. Cartier’s * l^tor to dieNaboh’s 
colleflor at Dacca, uid ■f* thsit of /Meft 

John- 

* Page 147. t Page 149. 



Johftftone, Hay aaid Bolts, to the fouge- 
dar of ftoorneea, have been already taken 
notice of in this narrative, with my rea- 
fOBS fbr laying them before Ae Coun- 
ca^ that Aey might prevent the ill con- 
ieqtxences which foch a licentioulhe^ 
mnll produce to oar own government, 
and odr connexions with the Nabob, if ' 
every private pwfim fobk upon himielf 
to threaten the Nabob’s oifficers with the 
effeXs of the EngKih power, and pre-* 
icfibe rules for their conduX. Mell 
Johnftone and Hay (who were members 
of the Board) pretending, that their cha- 
raXefS were delignedly aimed at by the 
charge againft them* readied with 
die bitfereft inveddyes and recrimina-, 
tions upon myfelf. Mr. Cartier in le6 
violent terms juftified his own behavi- 
or, by producing the Englifh draught of 
the letter he intended to write, and which 
was a decent reprefentation of his com- 
plaints ; but his moonfhee wrote the 
Perfian original in the terms in which 
it here appears (p. 147.) 


In 



204 ^-Narrative ^ 

1 1* the conclttfi<?n, the Board vindi- 
cated the behavior of thofe gentlemen, 
and approved of the cenfures which they 
had t^en upon them to call upon my- 
ielf i and this affair became a .frefh ag- 
gravation of the party rage againft me. 

It was not till after my arrival in 
C^cutta, that I fulpedled any objections 
could be made to the regulations which 
I had fettled with the Nabob. With 
this I was firft acquainted by Mr. A- 
myatt, who told me, orders had been 
fcnt for the members of the Board to 
come down hrom' the fubordin^Hte lettle- 
ments y and I expeCted accordingly the 
moft violent oppofition. But when I 
Called for, and perufed the proceedings 
of the Board upon this fubjeCt, nothing 
could exceed my aftonifhment at the in- 
jurious aiperfions, and the illiberal in- 
veCtives, with which they had recorded 
their difapprobation of my conduCt, ex- 
ceeding even the extremeft bounds, to 
which I could have expeCled the moft 
inveterate m^ice of party would have led 
them. A' copy of tijofe proceifedings I 

(hall 
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^ fhall here enter at large, confifting of 
iVlr. Cartier’s letter to the Board, ex- 
plaining the intention of his letter to 
the Nabob’s colleftor at Dacca. MefT. 
Johnftone and Hay’a letter upon the fub- 
je<3; of that which they wrote to the fou- 
gedar of Poorneea j the letter from the 
chief and council at Dacca, inclofing 
Perfian copies of mine to the Nabob, 
which contained the regulations, and the 
Nabob’s orders to his officer on the oc- 
cafion j Mr. Gulfton’s tranflations of , 
thofe Perfian copies, and the refolutions 
of the Board. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Cartier to 
the Council. January 9, 1763. . 

“ TOEING called upon by the coun- 
cil of this factory, for an expla- 
nation of a letter wrote to Mahomed 
Alice, colleftor of the revenues at Dac- 
- ca ; I think proper, with the confent of 
the gentlemen here, to addrefs myfelf to 
the Board on this occafion j and at the 
fame time, to declare the pleafure it af- 
fords me, to vindicate any part of my 

conduit. 
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conduiS;, that waj appear darh At 
terious, bef<^« lb juft a trihoaaii. 

The letter addreffed t© Mahoaatd 
AUee wa§ wrote and fent him Ae gth of 
QiS^Qher ; a c<^y of whkh, aod id? aa- 
ftrer> I forwarded to Mr, Vanlittart ; the 
lame was receii^ed hf geaideinstti, 
during his abo^ at the FretKrh gard^» 
Wheo an Anthe int^raptmn was put to 
aUcommerce> otir ler^ts phmdeied* 
and dl» ^ t^r 

wen id aod^ ^huoH Hndca* 

eye A *hen owr int^ewrle ia CalcntAP- 
by letters was one | iiiy^hat 

lhape was I so aft, bat ift die manner I 
did ? Mahomed Allee was pmnted out, 
by the whole country, as the principal 
encooragcr of thefe grievances and in- 
fidts. On my i^plyti^ to hkn for re-? 

by the dewrfn and vack^ the 
&ft»ry, he coelhui^y denied havi^ tfie 
ksaft bwd m them* ,1 there^e dipi^ht 
h be^ In R htuadon of’ s^urs, to 
apply my^. to him by V^er, md m 
demand a pohtive deqlaraiton as to 
cutfe of thefe diftwbancct* Hiee*M^et 

was 
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vm fach, as might he expeded firom an 
intriguing ia«i, in €¥cxj fe{pe& evafirc 
and i»^ati^a£boi7. 

Yo 9 think, gentlemea, the of 
TAj ietser was radher intpropts’^ ai^ tend- 
ii^.tapnsoiQte thofe evUs , 
h^ t^en ib xnudi pams to remt^; 
namely, a jealoufy and diftnift. I mhft 
ieaiver ^fsadamm, to diflent 
yp« in ti^ opinion ; tmd maantain, that 
extravagant and vexatious behavior 
of the government was the eauic of thofe 
evils } and m&d, I may 'venture to fay, 
b<^ jealoufy and dilbruft in every bread:. 
In fuch a conjundhire, I tiiiidc an Eng- 
h^bman «tonot fpcak too bold ; I oidy 
wrote, vtiiat I imagined wotdd have a 
proper effed on the* mind of a man, 
who I foppofed aded iram his own 
judgment, and without a legal order.. 
The fytiem of the prdcnt gover nm ent 
Hsuft be entirely changed within tircfe 
twelve months, if the ears nf ll» ofii-*^ 
cers in it, are too delicate to bear with 

‘ ■ -V 

a warm remonftrance. 


I CAN 
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I CAN conceive my letter to Maho- 
med Allee to be nodung more ; and con- 
fidering the' importance of the affair hot; 
too warm. As chief of this faftory, I 
e^fmed it my particular duty, to fup- 
port thofe privileges our nation are in-? 
vdled with j and had I tamely fubmit- 
ted to fuch a grols invafion of them, 
without any endeavor on my fide to jpro- 
cure redrefs, I think I fhould be unwor- 
thy of the poft I hold, and defewed^ 
delpifed by the generality of the world. 

1. HOPE, gentlemen, the above wiii 
be fi^cient to afeoftaah to.you the juft 
m^ves that -induced me thjwfite the 
laid letter, and fatisfy. you (confidering 
the occafion) the ftile of it was not al- 
together improper. 

The original letter I now inclofe 
you, from which the Perfian tranllation 
was made, though the purport of it is 
little different from the copy lent up in 
ymir general letter.” 


Copy 


i 
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of a Letter from Mejf. Johnftone 
and Hay to the Council. Dated Janu- 
ary 14, 1763. 

** TX rE have received the copy of a 
W letter, wrote by the Prefident 
to the Board, complaining of Mr. Boits’s 
conduct in writing a letter in the name 
of Mcflieurs Johnitone, Hay and Bolts, 
to the Poome^ fougedar, rpprcfent- 
ing the grievances and oppreffionS 
that our gomailahs met with, in tranf- 
a&ing our bui^nefs in that country, and 
aflerting the privileges of the firmaun ; 
and at the fame time recommending to 
you, to indi<% a cwifure or punifliment 
on Mr. Bolts for the &me. We there- 
fore think it neceflary, and our duty to 
inform yoii, gentlemen, that Mr. Van- 
jfittart, when he cuft the whole of that 
tranfadion on Mr. Bolts, did it not with 
any good reafon, as we were both ac- 
quainted with the contents of the let- 
ter, and of its being fent i and we can- 
not help thiidfcng, from the terms of 
hisletter, that it was wrote with no other 
defign, than to Ihew how blameable we 
w:«e in his eyes, and how we ought to 

VoL. II. P he 
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Jbe j bat wfe hope you gentlemen 
will }*w%e otherwiie. We are fo’ far 
fipm thinking with the Prefident# that 
Jit is eriminal to affcrt the privilege Of 
g^the firmaun^ that we think every one 
that does not, lit^ dderves the l^a^t 
of it t and diat its beingaSer^ in |»f- 
tate letters^ can never weaken th» Cbm- 
pany’s government, or prove pngudi- 
cial to their true ifttcreftv 31ie juftnefs 
of <Hu: gomi^^die doixi^MNi^'^^W 
we r^er> stad wfaieh gOffe occafion to 
;.toi Sh^ iyiee ,€hvtmv 
Appear by hie ^fw*i^it *«k 
knowledges, thait by the Nabob's orders 
oar trade ilndl be entirely confined to 
that of ready money purchafes, contrary 
to the efiablidied cuftwns diroughout the 
country, and which muft of confetjatmee 
pnt a Aop to all Wade, or m a 

manner, onkitown t^forei 
of times in Beng^. . — 

Our letter, as tm»fiat0 by Mr. G«lv 
iiloft, which we now^liy hirfewe the 
®^d, we hope wiQ appear anetcep* 
tionablei for when it is in cafe 
vie did not find m end was put to the 

Oppref- 
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oppreffions which we complained of, 
that we would make application to the 
Nabob, for redrefs for ourielves and 
others j it is not to be imagined, 
that we ihouid have procured diis ap« 
plication to the Nabob, oiherwiie than 
from your Board j and this was our isr 
tention. But Mr. Vanilttart is df a dif- 
ierest opinio, and tak^ gr^t excep?- 
tion at its being faid to be done in the 
English name, and redrefs obtained for 
others. Had he thought proper to have 
mentioned it to either of the partners 
refiding in Cakaitta, he might have 
been fatisfied, that there was no bad de> 
iigo. in ufing tlu? wiaAotk^rs} buf that 
it was introduiced entirely by miilake j 
and we have Tta&m to think, Mr. Van* 
fittart was not unacqtiainted with tl^ 
contents of that letter before he left 
Calcutta, as our gomailah wrote us af- 
ter the receipt of the letter, the fouge- 
dar would not lend os his anfwer, till it 
was approved by the Preiident, for 
which purpofe it was lent the fouge* 
dar with one of his own to Calcutta. 
And we did not receive the anfwer till 
P 2 fome 
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jfome days, after Mr» Vanfittart’s depar- 
ture fixMtt Calcutta. 

The unwillingnefs the Prefident had 
to believe complaints of this nature, and 
more particularly that they were owing 
■to the Nabob’s orders^ induced us to ad- 
dreft Sheer Alice Cawn in the manner 
we did, to fee whether he would anfwer 
us, as. he did our gomailah; and on 
this, to have a foundation for applying 
to your Honorable Board for rciA’efe. 
Ytm will pleafo to remark, that : Sheer 
AUee Cawn reptefi^^ Jj^^ey^vanced 
for goods, as money let out^ at mteieft j 
which latter bufinefs Our gomaftahs 
never carried on ^ and we cannot con- 
ceive, that the mifbehavior of a few go- 
mailahs in that or any other way, when 
proved, joined to the many groundlefs 
complaints of the government, lEhould 
be efteemed fufficient caufe for the Na- 
bob to ufurp, or we to give up the 
privileges of the Englilh Company in 
this country; when, at 'foe fame time, 
fo many well grounded caufes of com- 
plaint have been given by the fervants 

of 
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of the Nabob, to thofe who by the Com- 
pany’s indulgence have the privilege of 
duftucks, and of courfe arc exempt from 
all duties, and their protedion j that 
thele privileges for feveral months have 
been greatly infringed in, Ibme f»rts, 
and entirely taken away in others, by 
the country government, is what we, 
as well' as moft Englilh traders, except 
the Preliderit, have feverely felt in ouf 
private fortunes. 

We received a letter from our agent 
Mr. Robinfon, at Gwalparah, informing. * 
us of the difficulties he labored under, 
from the obftacles thrown in the way of 
our trade, and the danger with which 
he was threatened by the fougedar of 
Ranganiettee, which he reprefented as 
greatly fomented and encreafed by the 
arrival and pradtrees of one Gongar^ 
Metre, who was come there in Auguft, 
and affumed to himfelf, on the llrength 
of his perwannah from the Governor, the 
office»of inquifitor, and fupervifor of 
the agents of the Englilh, 5cc. in thofe 
parts. The perwannah, extrads of Mr. 

P 3 ' Robinfon’s 
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fetter) Gongaram Metre’s 
iM^er fi>,|%» Ti^Eeira, tmd ^ fetter 
tfee Rsmgamettee fougedar to 
Mr^tRobiAfoiif are fiibmitfed-, to four 
eipp^feration) £>me of thefe were for- 
wwded to the Governor, requefting the 
necedary rcdrefe i iaanfwer, we have re-, 
ceived through him a perwa&nah from 
the Nabob to the fougedar of Ranga- 
mettee, as per fubjoined tranflation, di- 
reding him not to obfbm^tour trade,, or 
Golle£t dutiea on goc^s, provided fqr tx- 
pomtian» or^that eome from Cafeuttsi 
' yddi.a dt^ock^ vhat ;'#; fesgs 
duties oa.other goods^:aiidm feddim him- 
jfelf and the Prefident, an account rf the 
rates according to which they pay. This, 

. we humbly conceive, is contrary to the 
articles of our treaty with the Nabob,! 
and reduces us again to thofe ptivil^pes 
we enjoyed beime the time of Mecr Jaf^ 
6ct Cawa, and which we imagine waa 
not the fentiments of the napnity of 
the Bbard, at the time theTreddmt left 
it. By this perwannah; hpwever, we 
have not got the feaR drtfeRuRton fer 

the 
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jnfults and loiTes we have fuftained, 
by ohftruSiag dim: trade, boih inland and 
Calcutta; but, on the contrary, it is 
left to the fougedars dlfcretion, who 
has been guilty the vk^ences and 
lofles we complained of, to fix tite rates 
of the duties on the different articles of 
inland trade ; on which, to the befi of 
our huotdedge, die Company’s leryant% 
that have traded there, finpe the treaty 
with Jaffier AUee Cawn, never yet paid 
any, and of courfe there could be no 
cufiom to follow, which fchemc, ihould 
it take place, would reduce us on a foot- 
ing with (if hot below) the traders of the 
country, as is the wi& of the Governor’s 
agent in that part, probably in the ima- 
gination, that this may be a means of 
throwing the whole trade into- their 
hands, by the extraordinary intereft'Mr. 
Vanfittart has with the Nabob. 

Whatever opinion the Prefident 
may entertain of Mr. Cartier, or Mr. 
Chevalier, they have had the happinefs 
hitherto to be efteemed by every body 
that knows them. The gentleman we 
P 4 fent 
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up, IVfc Robinfon* had the pcrmif- 
fion and s^i^^bation of the Board; we 
think* therefore, if fuch grievances as 
wcie alledged againft Englifli agents and 
gpmaftahs,. really exifted in thefe parts, 
the fubjeding them to the fcrutiny and 
lupervifal olT black dependents, of what- 
ever denomination, without the know- 
ledge of the Board, was an indignity of- 
fered to it, to us, and to every gentle- 
man concerned i and, however the pro- 
pagating fuch notions in thiscountrymay 
ferve’ to ihrengdten the hands of go- 
vernment, -hdmbljr conceive if can 

give but a very odd opinion of the other 
members to whom it is jointly entrufted. 

In the courfe of the bufinefs we have * 
carried on, we have met with the great- 
eft impediments in almoft all parts, but 
in particular in Poomeea, the Rungpoor, 
diftri6ts of Gwalparah and Rangamettee, 
from the different fougedars, zemindars, 
Mr, Moore, Gongaram Metre, &c. the 
accounts of which, as we have received 
them from our agents, we now lay be- 
fore you, and hope you will procure for 

us 
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us that fatisfadtion and redrefs which we 
have hidierto been unable to obtain.” 

Co^ of a Letter from the Chief and Coun- 
cU to the Soard^ Dated^^- 

nuary 10, 1763. 

«* WJ E did ourfelres the honor to 
V » write you yefterday, and have 
fince been forprized bythe receipt of 
two papers (which came inclofed for 
your perufal) from the Naib, and from 
Mahomed AUee of this place, who de- 
fired to be informed wh^ degree of re- 
gard we intend to pay the orders they 
contained ? To which we replied, that we 
did not care to^|§^]^ce Mrhh die terms 
of thofe papers, the Prefident and 
Council of Calcutta, on whom done it- 
refted to givt a lani^on to fuch com- 
mands, had not thought proper to tranf- 
mit us any fuch inftrudions. We know 
not in what light you will look on thefc 
diredions to the Naib of this place, but 
hope you will approve the reply we 
made, and will pardon us the liberty 
of addreffing a few lines. on this fub- 


<f the 

The eircttla$ion of 

tlieib aurtfc}^ 4^oughout the c^nintry, 
will be attended with very bad confe- 
^ntocet to die Company’s iovefbnent*' 
and tntift entirely min moft of us at 
tins place, who, on the faith of treatiies, 
public indulgencies. have huge con'r 
earns abr^, which never can bo col- 
k^ed in, if thefe privikges, without a* 
ny previous notice, be ihatched from us, 
Tho protection of our gomaftahs and 
vants, from die opjpreffion ^d jutiidio 
the>a;<^lhidar8, aiui th^r cuchepT< 
|^.eyer\^ea 

hig^y ^Scntial, both-to the hon^ and 
intcreft of our nation ; and -we appre- 
hend the utility of it for carrying on eve- 
ry Jund of bulinefs, but 'eipecially the 
provihon of cloth, is fo well known tQ 
you, g^demcn, that it is needleis ibr 
us to ntofCi as^iu witi at oncepcrw- 
i^vc the numberlefs vexations jmd in-*- 
terruptions we ihail meet with, if the 
pemindars have authority, onevery ilight 
dhputo, to fumiQiOQ and co nfine our go-*- 
ca aflia hs, whenever they thj nk ptoper. 

The 
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The with to du& 

of awnmerce, 
accept {pch as are iqaported on fhipping. 
Mr. Cartier hcing ^ajoined not to give 
one finr^any article )^t is the produce of 
Ben^lr and to pzy a duty of nine per 
cent, to the Nabob, on every merchw. 
dize not brought in or fent ly fea. This 
furely cannot be ine^, but the words 
feem too equivocal not to make us wiih 
to have your fenfe of them, on fb im- 
portant a point. A duty once fixed, could 
icarce be a burden; but if added to 
this, we are fubjeded to vexatious ap^ 
plications to the Nabob’s officers for dui^ 
tucks,., it will be a grievance we lhall in- 
deed feel. The dignity and benefit of 
our duftucks, are the chief badges of 
honor, or at leaft inuareft, we enjoy from 
our firft firmaun, and has been held in 
fuch efteem, as to fecure our effe<3:s from 
thofe depredations, which the natives fuf- 
fer in paffing their goods through the 
country ; iuid if theffi new duties on all 
the produ<9b of the country arc thought 
juft, may not the Nabob be properly fe- 

cured 
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of them, by the Shahbunder’s re* 
ceipt for the cuAom being affixed to the 
bac^ of wery duftuck» previous to its 
bei^' figned ? This will furelyafcertain, 
in the moA ample form> the duties to 
the Nabob, and free us from the prin- 
cipal grievance we can feel from their 
encreafe. The prohibition, with relpeft 
to tofals, is a ref^raint not even put 
on the Moguls and natives, the liber- 
ty erecting new ones, ffit far from be- 
ing injurious to the Nabob, abfblutely 
enhEn<%s his cuilont^ by clearing Ijmds, 
diat would b^vfe been, unhiha- 

bited ; and the order to purdiaie every 
thing for ready money, amounts nearly 
to an exclttlidn from all fuch branches 
of trade, as the venders will then im- 
pofe on us whatever prices they judge 
proper. 

With refpeS to Aflam^ we muft beg 
lea^e to obferve, that the Nabob, or his 
fbugedar of Rangamettee, can have no 
more right to regulate the terms of our 
commerce with the natives of that coun- 
try, than with thofe of China. All the 

power 
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power he exerts over our gomaftahs is 
arbitrary and oppreffive; and neither 
juftice nor antient ctiftoms can warrant 
fuch abufes, or regulate his officers in 
the collecting of taxes, ^hb’ the whole 
direction is now referred to his droga of 
Rangamettee. No duties haye evfer yet 
been paid on lack, muggadooties, and 
other goods brought from AfTam j thofe 
goo^s may furely be efteemied impcuts 
when they are brought into Bengal, and 
may be intitled to our duftucks. 

All our privileges, all our fortunes, 
and future profpefts, depend upon the 
refult of your deliberation on thefe 
points j and We hope, let what wiU be 
your fentiments, you will be pleafed to 
fufpend the execution of them* till our 
prefent concerns are collected in, with 
our antient indulgencies. No treaty of 
commerce in any country has been car- 
ried into execution, or frelh duties le- 
vied, without a previous declaration for 
as long a term, as was adequate to the 
fettlement of thofe concerns that were to 
be influenced by fuch new regulations j 

and 
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$aui we iiatter ourielves, that we fhall 
mt become ot:^ed8 of u&exam}^^ {e- 
verity 0a thu occafion. The trade of 
t}¥Et^»vants has ever been diought inti- 
tied to your proteSion; and we hope, 
if particular branch^ are now to be gi- 
ven up, we lhall ftdl be induced with 
the influence of your authori^, and pri- 
vilege of <xir doftucks, toll we can flniih 
our prefent engagements. If you refulb 
us this requefl:,-^ gentfemen; yon undo us 
at once.j as^^ poblkadcm of thefe or- 
ders from Mtmgheer, with the ibunp 
of yoiw amhcHrity, wdl ib aSt& odr lUi- 
tional credk and influence in the coon- 
toy, as mufl for ever diikHe us from col- 
lefting in the lar^ fums wc have out- 
flanding. , 

If we have cfl>trxtded on die Board 
more il»n is dedned flt, or prefiimed 
in any part of Ads to advife, where o- 
bcdiencc was do, we crave your pardbn, 
and AaU be ready to pay Ac utmoll re^ 
%e<3; to any orders traniimtted hy your 
Board.” 


Mr, 



m Bengal. 223 

Mr. GttlftonV 'Tranjlation the Gsver- 
nor's letter to the Nabob *. 

« O0R gracious perwannah is ar- 
rired, and gready bones’^ 

fioe* 1. xtA infeutned ali du; particu- 

iars of your high commands. 

It fhall be written to the duefs af 
oor fa&ariety that di^ are to gise a^f- 
fuck for the buying and felUng of il^p 
merchandize ; and merchandiK> that 
they buy and fell in every diftri^S for 
traffick in this country, they are to do 
according to cuftom of other traders and 
merchants, and not to give the Com- 
pany’s duduck. They are to take a 
dttftuck from the bux-bunder, or 
ifaah-bunder, paying in upon the .co& 
of the merchandize nine per cent, in- 
cluding wharfs, and other receipts of 
cuftom ; nor fliall they ufe any manner 
of force or violence, extortion or unfair 
dealing. 

It is hoped, that your Exedkney^s 
perwannahs will be iflued out to the fou- 

gedars 


* To be compared with that entered page 168. 
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gedars and other officers of the govern- 
ment, that the Company’s duftuck is to 
go along with the purchafe and fale of 
Ihip merchandize j and they are by 
no means to Hop . it, or demand the 
finallefl cuflom ; nor fhall they hinder 
the purchafe and.iale of commodities 
for country trade, but th^ are to give 
duftucks, receiving the duties on coft 
of the merchandize, agreeable to your 
Excellency’s high command ; and the 
drogas at the chdteys are only to take 
copies of the dit^bick, without demand- 
ing..any, thing.’ , 

Heretofore it was written to all 
the chiefs of our factories, to forbid 
them injuring the country people and 
inhabitants of the perganahs, and pro- 
te<Sting the dependents and lervants of 
the fircar, and damaging the affairs of 
the^ fircar. Now repeated directions 
fhall be fent, . that they are to refiain 
from fuch proceedings; and further, 
confidering the officer of the government 
as m^gifirate where they are, in cafe 
of any trouble or difputes happening, 

they 



TranfaBions in Bengal. 225 

they are to appear before that magiftrate 
and have them fettled. 

Let your Excellency’s inftrudibns 
be fent to &e fougedars and officers, 
that they, are to determine diiputes of 
our factors, with jullice and truth with- 
out partiality j and, if any one com- 
plains againit a fad;or, to lend for him^ 
and fettle the. affiair, face to face ; and 
if a fa<aor has a complaint againll any 
one, to confider it well, and fo deter- 
mine it. 

I T has been written to the chiefs of 
Iflamabad and Luckypoor, that they 
fhall riot make fait works, nor hinder 
the merchants and farmers of the fait 
works, that pay revenues to the govern- 
ment, but to buy what they want of 
them at a reafonable rate. The two 
letters to the chiefs aforefaid, being in- 
clofed with this addrefs. 

An order will be lent to the chiefs 
and fervants of all our faftories, that 
they are not to farm or buy lands ; and 
whatever they may have bought here- 
tofore to refign it. 

VoL. 11. 


Let 
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' Let your Excellency’s order be pafled, 
that the price of the purchafe be like- 
wife returned^ 

But from feveral places, there is 
come complaint, that the officers of the 
fircar importune for former colledtions, 
and beat, bind, and confine &e people, 
which doings, are far frcwa being juft. 

Let your Excellency’s orderbe pafled, 
that they return back the price of the 
purchafe, and never demandold accounts. 

The chiefs and fervants of the fac- 
tories will be direQ:ed, that they are not 
to hinder the brokers and weavers oLthe 
government. " 

And if your Excellency is not pleaf- 
ed, that the money and bullion of Eng- 
lifh gentlemen and their fadlors fhould 
be made into ficcas, in the mints of Azi- 
mabad and Ichangirnagurr, and by it 
there will be a lofs to the fircar ; let the 
drogas of thofe places be ordered, not to 
receive the money and bullion of the 
Englifh to be made into ficcas. But, 
upon hearing this, the money-changers 
will demand as exchange juft what they 

wants 
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want, and the Company’s bufinefs will 
be impeded by this means. 

• I T is hoped, that a perwannah will 
be ilTii^ out fti- the Naibs of JVIoorflie- 
dabad, Ichangimagurr and Azimabad, 
that the exchange on money of the Eng- 
lifh Company and gentlemen, fliall be 
taken according to the market curren- 
cy; and 'inv cafe- of e^^on, to bring 
the money-changers to punilhment. 

Directions will be fent to the fac- 
tor (gomaftah) at Gwalparah, that he is 
to tranfaft bufinefs of traffic, as was the 
cufiom heretofore j and he is not to 
trade with the people of the mountains ; 
whateyer he has to buy or fell in that 
place, he is to do by means of die offi- 
cer of the govemmept. Let your Ex- 
cellency’s orders be fent to the droga, 
that he is to deal with the Englifli fac- 
tors, as with other merchants.” 




0^2 


Mr. ' 
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Mr. Gulfton’j ^ranjlatipn of the NalbobV 
Perwannah to Mahonied AUee Beg. 

“ T N the month of Jcmady-ath^tha- 
-*• ny, the fourth ye^^his Majefty’s 
reign, agreeing with th® i iyhth of the 
Hegira, Mr. V anfittart c^pie to vifit me 
at Mongheer. Seeing that wrote ati 
excufe for not 1?olle£feing the balances in 
the country, becaufc of the diibirbances 
of the Englifli fa<ftors ; thcrCfbce all 
country difputes, and Ae traffic of the 
Englifh facets, were fettled ; and'the 
. Governor afore£tid has according^given 
me written fecurity, under his own 
hand, and a copy thereof, under feal of 
the magiftrate, is fent inclofed j you 
are to aft in conformance to it, not dif- 
fering in a Angle point, either more or 
lefs from it ; and further, you are to 
Ihew the faid copy to the Englifh gentle- 
men and their fadtors, and tell them, 
that they are ,t0 tranfadl all bufinefs and 
affairs of trade, according to this written 
fecurity, and in no wife are to ufe vio- - 
lence or extortion j if they adt contrary 

thereto. 
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thereto, I will not fufFer fuch behavior 
in the country, but will turn them out. 
And yon, our well-beloved, are to a<3: 
agreeable to this written fecurity. If 
any otic of the faftors lhall bring to pafs 
any thing, c^fitraiy to this -wiitten fe- 
eiirity, and catife a difturbancei you fhall 
remove him, and fend me a review of 
the cafe, taken exaftly^khout the leaft 
difference br difegreement. It is with 
much and earneft importunity, that I 
procured a written fecurity to this pur- 
pofe } and having fent copies thereof to 
^1 my officers, and to you of noble rank ; 
if you do not caufe bufinets to go on a- 
greeable t® it^, in the dillridts fubjedt 
to you, I fliall be very much offended 
with you, nor will I in future pay any 
regard to your complaints ; and take care 
to adf agreeable to. this fingle writing, re- 
garding it of as much force, as writing 
a thoufand times.” 


0.3 


E^traSi 
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"Extradl of a Confultatlon of the lyth of 
January, 1763. (Prefent Mef. Amyatt, 
Hay and Watts.) 

** A S it appears from the confultatlon 
’ xJL of the 2 2d of March, that it was 
then refolved to call for the opinion of. 
the field-officers, in a cafe wluch the 
Board efteem fimilar to this j and as 
they think, that the ilTue of the prefent 
matter muft highly concern the national 
honor, and the Company’s bufinefs. 

Agreed, we fend for major Cafnac 
to the Board, to take his feat, aiid 
in our deliberation on the fubftaiiiic of' 
thefe letters. 

The major being come to the council- 
room, takes his feat at the Board. Read 
again the Dacca letter, dated the i oth 
inftant, with the tranflates entered above, 
of the two Perfian papers which were 
inclofed. 

The Board having maturely confider- 
cd the fame, are unaninioufly of opinion, 
that in the letter from the Prefident to 
Coffim Allee Cawn, he alTumed a right 
to which he was no ways authorized ; 

that 
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that the regulations propofed by him, are 
difhonorable to us as Engliflimen, and 
tend to the ruin of all public and private 
trade ; that thePrefident's iffuing out re- 
gulations independently of the Council, 
is an abfolute breach of their privileges ; 
and that, therefore, diredlions Ihould be 
fent to Dacca, to fulpend paying any re- 
gard to die regulations and orders, which 
the Nabob has fent to their factory; 
and as the Nabob has declared, in his 
letter to the Naib of Dacca, that he 
will turn out thofe Engliflimen, or their 
gomaftahs, who will not comply with 
thefe defl;rud:ive regulations j it appears 
to the Board of the utmoft importance, 
and they are further of opinion, that 
the abfent members fliould be immedi- 
ately called to Calcutta (excepting the 
chiefs of Patna and Chittagong, whofe 
diftance from the Prefidency, may render 
their coming inconvenient and prejudici- 
al to the Company’s affairs) that the 
whole may be confulted on a matter of 
fuch high confequence, and a plan be 
eftabliflied for the fecurity of .our .com- 
0.4 . merce. 
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iperce, and for the proper conducing of 
the, country correfpondence. 

Agreed, that we write accordingly 
in the terms of the above minute to 
Dacca, Coffimbuzar, and Luekypoor, 
direfting the chiefs to repair immediate- 
ly to Calcutta j but as the.diftance from 
Burdwan is fo ery fmall, and Mr. John- 
ftone’s prefence muft be eflentially necef- 
fary there, at this fealbn of the heavy 
collections. ' ; - 

Agreed, that pur letter to him be 
only to hold hiipfelf in readineis j|o^]^ 
pair to Calcuit?^ on, receipt our' iur* 
ther orders. ' 

The major withdraws. 

Messieurs Johnllone and Hay fend 
in a letter to the Board, regarding the 
Perfian letter, which they wrote to Sheer 
Alice Cawn, the fougedar of Poorneea, 
alfo copies and extrads of fundry. let- 
ters and papers relative ' thereto. 

The fame being now read, the Board 
are of opinion, that they liifficiently ac- 
count for, and vindicate theie gentlemen 
in that traniaClmn." 


Though 
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. Though it was with reludtance that 
I could bring myfelf to fit as a member 
of the fame Board, with perfons who 
had treated me fo injurioufly ; yet, as I 
Bill had hopes that it might be in my 
power to prevent the execution of the 
<fcligns, which were laid for breaking 
with the Nabob ; though I had no other 
arms than the redlitude of my intenti- 
ons, and the propriety of the meafures 
which I had taken, to oppofe to thefe 
violences ; I refolved to anfwer with 
temper and coolnefs all their objedions j 
and to Ihew the ill^ality of their pro- 
ceedings, that if I could not bring them 
to reafon, I might yet obviate any pre- 
tence, which they might form to bring 
on the rupture, which fome of the 
leaders * were certainly now meditating ; 
although, I believe, many of the mem- 
bers of the Council were not aware that 
things would be carried fo far. 

• My anfwer to, and rernarks upon, 
the beforementioned proceedings, were 

deliver- 

* I have often declared, both' before <his time 
and fince, that major Carnac and Mr. Ellis were 
the perfons I here mean. 
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delivered into Council the ill of Febfu- 
ary, as follows. 

^he Governor s Minute in ConJuUation, 
February i, 1763. 

T HAVE read, with great furprize, 
the minute of your ccmfultation df 
the 17th ultimo, upon Meff. Johnllone 
and Hay’s letter of the 14th ; and upon 
the Dacca letter of the loth, accompa- 
nied with my anfwer to the Nabob; up- 
on the fubjed; of the propofed r^ula- 
tions for the private inland trade.^ I 
end^vor to point out ' the wrong^ 
have done me ; and the injullice, as well 
as indecency of the refledions with which 
MelT. Johnftone’s and Hay’s faid letter 
is filled ; and which I wonder Ihould 
efcape your cehfure, much more that 
they Ihould gain your approbation. 

The Honorable the Court of Di- 
redors, as well as their fervants here, 
have always underllood a diftindion be- 
tween the trade in articles imported, 
and to be exported by Ihipping, and the 
private inland trade, that is, the trade 

from 
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from place to place in the country, in 
commodities produced and confumed in ' 
the country i of which fait, beetle-nut, 
and tobacco, are the chief articles. For 
the former trade, the Company’s duf- 
tuck has always been granted j but the 
latter, has been carried on with the duf- 
tuck of the country - government, and 
their duties paid ; but thofe duties being 
different in different places, and even 
varied at the fame place, according to 
the difpofition and authority of the Na- 
bob’s colledlor, and the degree of /orce 
with which the Englifh gomaftah could 
back his refufal, a fixed regulation was 
thought neceffary, to prevent the num- 
berlefs difputes occalioned by this com- 
merce in different parts of the province. 
Our Honorable Maflers have exprefly 
ordered, in more than one of their let- 
ters, that the trade in fait and beetle- 
nut fhall not be carried on to the preju- 
dice of. the revenues of the country go- 
vernment. And yourfelves, gentlemen, 
in your letter of the 15th of November, 
tranfmitted me a lift of the fhahbunder 

duties 
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duties, ufually paid by th? gentlemen at 
X^uckypoor, upon fait and tobacco, in 
order to affift me in finally fettling thofe 
matters with the Nabob upon a folid 
plan. Can that plan be folid where no- 
thing is fixed ? And where the Englifh 
gomaftahs fhall be under no controul^ 
but regarding themfelves far above the 
magillrates of the country where they 
refide, take upon them to decide not 
only their own difputes with the mer- 
chants and inhabitants, but thofe alfo of 
one merchant and inhabitant with ano- 
ther ? Or is it poffible, the goveinment 
can colledt their due revenues in fuch 
circumftances ? 

The plan for carrying on the private 
inland trade, contained in my letter to 
the Nabob, is the fame in fubftance, as 
the articles which, in my joint letter with 
Mr. Raftings of the 1 5th of December, 
we mention to have propofed to the 
Nabob. It is fuch a plan, as feemed to 
me to be moft conformable to the Com- 
pany’s intentions in refped: to that trade, 
moft confiftent with the rights and true 

interefts 
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intcrelb of their fervants here, and with 
common reaibn and equity. And I call 
on you gentlemen, in the hrA place, to 
prove, that I have affuwted a right, to 
mibicb I ‘1^ no wayi autborixed ; that 
the regulations propofed are ^omorahle 
to you as l^glifhmen, and tend to the ruin 
qf aH puhHek and private' trade ; which 
are tl^ terms in which you have been 
pleafed to exprefs your opinion : and in 
the Second place, to form a plan your- 
feivesi, which lhall be more conforma- 
ble to the good purpofes beforemen tion- 
ed j sand -with regard to which, I am 
perfuaded our honorable mailers will not 
give the ^ndtion of their approbation to 
this new trade. 

Foa M filch a ^an, gentlemen, and I 
will fubicribe to it with pleafure, and 
engage the Nabob ihall do the fame. 

For ray own part, I think that the 
honor and dignity ol our natron wouM 
be better maintained, by a fcrupulous 
and careful reflraint cf the duftuck, than 
by extending it beyond its ufual bounds; 
and by putting ourgOmaftahs under ibme 

checks, 
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checks, than by fuffering them to exer- 
cife an authority in the country, every 
one according to the mean& put into his 
hands, and* thereby bringing an odium 
upon the name of the Englifh, by re- 
peated violences done to the inhabitants. 

The Dacca gentlemen, in their let- 
ter of the loth, reprefent, that thby 
lhall fuffer greatly if fuch regulations 
take place. It is not as to the duty 
they complain, hut the being - oblig^ 
to apply to the Nabob’s officers fiir duf- 
tucks, and having their gomaAal^ or 
fervants Inbje^b^ ta-ffie 
the zemindars, and their cucherrees. 
The gentlemen at Calcutta have never 
found any difficulty in getting the Hoog- 
ly dujftuck for their fait to go up the 
country ; nor have we ever thought it 
either inconvenient or diffionorable, to 
apply for it to the officers of the govern- 
ment. This is the only article we deal 
in here, that falls under the defeription 
of the inland trade. The Dacca gen- 
tlemen either do not or will not under- 
iland that delcription j whenthey lay, the 
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chief is enjoined [by the Governor s let- 
ter to the Nabob) not to give a duf- 
fuck for any article that is the pro- 
duce of Bengali and to pay a duty of 
nine per cent, to the Nabob on every 
merchandize not brought in or fent by 
fea. The diftindiion mentioned in my 
letter to the Nabob is, that all goods, 
import^ or for exportation by (hipping, 
Ihall go as ufual with the Company’s 
dufluck, and be fubjedl to no kind of 
demands j and all goods, the produce 
of this country, for inland trade, Ihall 
pay duties to the country government, 
and go with their duftuck. Now the 
principal articles of this inland trade are^ 
as I have mentioned in all my letters to 
the Board, lalt, beetle-nut, and tobacco, 
produced and bought in one part of this 
country, and fent to other parts of the 
fame country for fale and confumption j 
articles which, before the -troubles, we 
were forbid to trade in j but which our 
influence fince has enabled us to deal in, 
although with many objeiftions from the 
country government, and frequent com- 
plaints from the country merchants, who 
’ ufed 
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ufed to live by that trade. However, 
it has never been regarded as a part of 
our firmaun privilege, and we have been 
contented to carry it on with the duftuck 
of the country government, and paying 
their duties. The prelent regulation is « 
intended only to give us a confirmed 
right to a benefit heretofore always dif- 
puted, and upon terms, which feem to 
me very reafonable. 

Now as to the gomaftahs, it is pro- 
po^d in my letter to ^the Nabob, that 
orders fliall be given to forbid them in- 
juring the countiy.people- and inhaw-, 
tants, or protecting the dependents and 
lervants of the fircar, that in cafe of their 
having a dilpute with, or complaint a- 
gainft any merchant or inhabitant of 
the country, they lhall lay fuch difpute 
or complaint before the officer pf the 
government, to be determined in the 
proper courfe of the jurifdi^on cd" the 
country j and,, in like manner, if any 
one Ihould have a difpute with, or com- 
plaint againft the gomaftah, the gom^- 
tah ihall appear before the officer of the 
government, to have it fettled. In both 

cafes 
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cafes if the gomaftah thinks himfelf ag- 
grieved by the decifion, he may appeal 
to his employer, and he to the Governor* 
at Calcutta. 

^ Nothing here is meant to afie^, nor 
can affed: our rights over the weavers, 
who receive advances for the Cojmpai^’^s 
cloths, ^d who have nodiiii|f to do 
with 'rents Of employtnente, under the 
country government, are hot underftood 
to be their dependents or fervants, and 
therefore may and ought to b^^oteded 
againft any unjWl demands go- 
vernment’s officers, at the difcr^oh of 
the chief of the fadory to which they 
belong. But it is not to theie gomaftahs 
fo many ads of oppreffion are charged, 
their bufinefs is plain and fimple, they 
have oidy to make the ufual advances to 
the weavers, and fee that they perform 
their contrads j and being immediately 
under the eye of one or other of the fac- 
tories, theycannotbeguilty of great extra- 
vagancies. The complaints come from the 
diftant comers of the province, asRunge- 
poor, Poorneea, Dinagepoor, RangametT 
VoL. II. R tee. 
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tee,Gwalparah, Silhet, Backargunge,&c. 
where, if thofe complaints are trae, the 
EngKfh gomaftahs being under no con- 
troul of their mailers, defpife Mid ill 
treat the officers of the government, fet 
themfelves up forjudges and magiftratcs, 
hear disputes between the inhabitants, 
and extort fines, force the merchants to 
buy their goods, at more than the market 
price, and to fell what they require as 
much below it. Hie complaints I lave 
received of this fert are innumerable. I 
havedone my utmc^l tofind oiit.the^th> 
and get redrefe and, put tm end to ^em, 
by forwarding copies to the chief of the 
fadlory, nearcfi: the place where the caofe 
of complaint has arifen, and defiring him 
to enquire into it j but for the moll part 
I have had no other fatisfadlion than the 
gomaftahs flat denial of the fad:. The 
places being very diftant, a proper exa- 
mination of witnelles is almoft impoffi- 
ble, either before this Board, or any of 
the fubordinates ; how then are ^h 
difputes to be fettled, or the truth dilco-. 
vered ? I am far from that the 

method 
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method I have propofed is free from 
objcdlion, becauie I am very fenfible, 
many the officers of the government 
will not execHte their authority impar- 
^ally« and many will gladly take every 
opportunity of t^ftrufting our gomaf* 
tahs, and particularly in this new com-< 
merce i but I can^t think of a bettar 
plan, and it is certainly mt^e agreeable 
to reafon, and the pra<ftice of all na- 
tions, that the juriffik^ion (hould be in 
the hands of the proper officers of the 
government, than our agents and go- 
maAahs, ^^o are permitted to refide 
there only as trading fa<Si(M'S, and where, 
neither the law of oor country, nor the* 
powers intnifted to us by the Company, 
give ^ itiy judicial authori^. 

I WISH, gentlemen, you may form a 
better plan, fince you do not approve 
of mine ; but if it fhould appear, that 
this trade cannot be carried on without 
invefttng our gomailahs with an armed 
force, and authority to exercife that 
force over the inhabitants, at their dif- 
cretion, I think it fhould be forbid; 

R 2 and 
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and we content ourfelVes with carrying 
our trade, as far as the Company carry 
Juid fo far we fhall be fure of 
■flie proteftion of their force, under the 
dire^ion of one or other of the fa£to- 
fies, who will be anfwerable to the 
Board for the ufe they make of it, which 
the gomaftahs are not; and therefore 
fuch an authority fhould not be trufted 
in their hands. 

Messieurs Johnftone and Hay com- 
plain, th^ I fent' a perfoh to enquire 
into the tni^ of complain^,' ag^dnil 
Idle Englllh gomaffehs in 
and they dignify a poor Banyan, with 
the title of inquifitor. My letter to 
thofe gentlemen from Mongheer, will 
Ihew the only authority with which tfiat 
perfon was invefted, and as they have 
not laid before you a copy of that ♦letter 

I have 

* Copy ef Mr. Vaiifittart*! Letter to Mef. Johnftone, 
Hay and Bolts. Dated Mongheer, December 
15, 1762. 

Gentlemeh, 

1 have received your favor of the 3d inftant, ■with 
aa extras of Mr. Eobioftm’s > * oc^y of one 

written 
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I have fubjoined it hereunto under No. I. 
as it is at lead as material as fome of 
thofe pieces they refer to. As foon as 
#this inquihtor returns, his report fliall 
R 3 be 

written to him by the Rangamettee fougedar, and 
of an order of mine to Gongaram Metre. 

1 have always pdd cuftoms upon my private* in- 
land trade ; that is, the trade frmn place to place 
in ^ country, m commodities produced in the 
country, as fait, &c. and I have underftood it to 
be generally admitted, that we ought to pay citf- 
toms, like other merchants, upon fuch private trade, 
and that all have done it, who had a {hare in it, 
which you know are but few, and that but lately. 
If the fougedar of Rangamettee demanded only fuch 
cuftomary duties (and his letter implies nothing 
more) he is certainly tK>t to blame, as he had orders 
from the Nabob fo ft> do, and it is what I think tSe 
Nabob has a right to infill on ; but it is abfolutely 
neceffary thofe duties {hould be fixed, and publicly 
known to every body, and that they Ihould be col- 
leiled at once, at the place of purchafe; which 
are points 1 am, endeavoring to get fettled; and I 
{hall be obliged to you, if you will write to Mr. 
Robinfon for a li{l of the duties demanded by the 
fougedar. 

Very certain it is, that many Englilh agents and 
gomaftahs, and particularly thofe belonging to the 
Dacca gentlemen, have pradtifed a method of car- , 

rying 





246 ^ Narrative ^ the 

|je laid before you j and as every ftep I 
can take for die redrefs of 4he inhabi- 
tant&of die country, is complained of as 
an em:r^hment upon the privpeges 

the 

-Tying on bu/inefs, etdied in this country Barja and 
Kichcruut ■, that is, forcing the raerchants and ihe^ 
beepers to take their goods at thirty, forty or fif- 
ty per cent, above the market price. The complaints 
1 had of this, and other oppreffions pra^lifed by 
Mr. Chevalier, and the gomaftahs emidoyed under 
his dire&ion, were without number i when I fkfir- 
«d of Mr. Cartier to redrefs thrde grievances, I was 
fore to receive from him in anfwer a letter 
•Mr. Chevalier, draiying adl the fiids, and fo the 
enquiry'ftopped, but foe eom^rats were renewed 
with fre& inftances v I therefore fent two aumils, 
about fix or feven months 'ago, to enquire on the 
fpot, whether fuch pradices and vexations exifted 
or not ; if they did, to warn foofe concerned in 
them from me, that they foould be punifhed, if 
they did not defift ; and if that warning proved in- 
effechial, as I fufpeiled it would, to return to me, 
with an account of what they faw and heard. This 
their commiOlon is plainly expre&d, both in Perfian 
^nd Englifli, in the inftru£lioiis which Gongaram 
^ Metre produced to Mr. Robinfon ; and therefore I 
am furprized, how that gentleman can apprehend, 
that bis coming can obftrmSt his juft dealings. / If 
Mr. Robinfon pradlices the unjuft methods before- 

mentioned. 



’^roTtfoBums in Bengal. 247 

tl» Englifh, and alfi> proves inefibftual ; 
I &sl\t for the 'fttture, lay all fuch peti- 
tions from tbc iidtabitants before the 
Board, hoping, that by your Hsfolutions, 
fome effectual method will be provided 
for reilnuning the exce^a of the go- 
R 4 maftahs. 

mentioned, 1 with 1 cbnld by this, or any other 
mt^, obfeuet him ; Ime dlis, from the good cha- 
rade 1 have ^tvays heard of him, I cannot ful!^ 
ped. I will not Hay that Googaram Metre, or the 
other, whofe name is Ram Govend, have not ex- 
ceed their commiffion ; it is likely enough they 
iti^, as the people of this cwintry are very apt to 
do j but if they have, Mr. Robinlbn Ihould have 
motioned the inflances. I have, however, order- 
ed them both to return, as they have had time e- 
nough to inform themfelver, whether the com- 
plaints I received from the zemindars. See. were 
well grounded or not. 

I fend you inctofed, an order from the Nabob to 
the Rangamettee fougedar, enjoining him on no ac- 
count, to obftruft the trade of any Englifli gomaf- 
tah, to demand no more than the ufual cuftoms, and 
that only upon the inland,trade from place to place 
in the country; but for the trade to and from 
C^eutta, and all foreign parts, on no account to 
require any duties from tbofe who have the Com- 
pany’s dufruck. 


I am, &c. 
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The moft material of thcife 
^at have lately been prclented to me, 
are heceimto annexed from No. II. to 
No. XI., and I think the putting a ftop 
to any abufcs that may bl pradhfed under 
the -authority of the Englifh flag, is an 
attention lb wordiy of tids government, 
that one or more members of the Board, 
or feme of the fenior fervants, Ihould 
be fent to inform themfelves upon the 
Ipot, how far the complaints are true, 
and make their report to the Board. . 

Me s s I £ u r s Jphnftone and Hay If- 
iert, diat ordering 

gmaettee fougedar, to receive the ufual 
duties on goods for inland trade, is con- 
trary to the articles of our treaty with 
the Nabob, and reduces us again to 
thofe privileges we enjoyed before the 
time of .Meer Jaffier. 

I HAVE referred more than once to 
the treaty with the Nabob Jaflier AUee 
Cawn, and do not find that it.^rants iis 
any new privileges of trade ; and Colond 
dive, who cert^nly underftood that 
treaty as well as any one, never would 

grant 
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grants duftuck for fait, or any other ar- 
ticle of trade, which had not ufiially 
been granted by former govemore. 

Messieurs Johnftone and Hay in- 
finnate throughout their letter, in terms 
not to be mifundcrflood, that my realbn; 
for wifhing to reftrain other gendemehs 
gomaftahs is^ * that my own may have 
die n^re power, andi^ocure for me the 
greater profit. Although I ^ fatisfied, 
that fuch infini^ons would obtain lit- 
tle credit, yet it may not be improper 
^ produce fome inftances, that I fuffer 
equally with others, when any obftruc- 
tions do happen in our trade; and that 
1 am the firfl to prance u|xm my own 
conceras, the reftraint which I think 
fhould be laid upon our gomaftahs in 
generali For the firft I appeal to Mr. 
Amyatt, whether a number of boats of 
fait, belonging to me, were not flopped 
at Cutwa by the colledor of that gaut, 
at the fanie time with others, and de- 
tained^as long ? And for the lafl, I refer 
you to my orders of the 17th of .De- 
cember, and loth of January, to Mr. 

Moore, 
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Is/ktam, my agent at Rnngcpoor; and 
Mr. BaiUie at Rangamettee ; cS whicby 
copies, ser liereuQto annexed* No. la; 
smd 13. g • 

; r A® you have been pleaim to give it aa 
yonf opinion, that MeC JkdihiiDne^ 
Hay and Bolts did properly, in tmtii^ 
a letter to Sheer AUee, the fougedsr ot 
Poomcea, in their own name, inflead 
of applying to the Prefident } ofcomie* ' 
every odier merchant will take the ^ne 
^dKnity. I am bymei means fitrry to 
be relieved irom die tixmbhs of Wh ap-^ 

' pVcadadosy)^':fti3a^^ 
give it as my opinkm, diat dus ehdre 
levelling and equality will not be for 
the good of the Company’s affairs, nor 
die benefit of the Ibcwty, and ^otfenre 
to declare my diiapjnidbation. 

Onx reafon Meff. JohnffcHie and Hay 
give fcM- writing das letter defttves to 
be taken notice of, an umetUingit^ m 
tie Prudent ta BeSeve cmplamts ^thh 
nature. I lequefk the Board will call oil 
diem, to produce any one inibiiiee* 
where I have either refuied !»■ delayed 

to 
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to give thtm, or, any other merchant, 
every affiHance they have aiked me 
in the carrying on their private buhnefs, 
and obtaining.|edrefs fbrtheir grievances. 
In &ort, gendoxteo, their lett^ thrmigh- 
<mt is fo ihjuriotis tome as a gentleman, 
to fay nothing of my ftation, thatl flmnld 
apply to yon for jtdlke againft them, did 
1 n^ perceive,^ ^t inftead gT ifaeimg 
your difjdeafore -at Inch behavnx','^ yon 
have thought proper to give it the lane* 
tion of your approbation. I refer there* 
fore to the Honorable the Court of Direc- 
tors, who I am perfuaded will do me 
more juftice. 


■'I shall be glad to d^mhat- 
erf" members at die Board increafed, 
and with it could always be kept foi 
but if I had pr^efed to" fend for parti- 
cular members from the fubordinates, to 
give their o|Mnion on a particular fub:- 
jeft, I foould forely have been aepufed 
an intention to make a majority to 
carry. a farticul^- pdint ; and it is e pre- 
cedent, which may at fome time be ap^ 

. plied 
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to that purpofe, and therefore ,! 
flunk a bad one. 

A s . to the major, he is to be a mem., 
her of the Board, according to our Ho- 
norable Matters diredtions, when mili- 
tary t^airs only are under debate. How 
^e regulation of a method tt>r carrying 
on our trade in fait, beetle-nut, and to- 
bacco, . can be brought under that title, 
I cannot conceive ; nor how he can be 
fupppfed to be a judge of fuch a iub- 
jedb yet, if you conceive his advice can 
.1^ of ufe, 1 am far from ol^e^ing |o 
his being.pre^t., ; Thein^l^.m 
tion is not with me a point of contcft 
or' party j I wilh only to fee fuch rules 
laid down, that the Nabob and we may 
• know our proper limits, and prevent our 
fervants from tranlgreffing them, which 
will require time and patience, and 
much care and attention. The beft 
. laws, will fometimes be tranlgreffed j but 
the inconveniences which arile from fuch 
tranfgreffions, ought not to be objedred 
againtt the laws themfelves, but agmntt 
- the tranfgreflbrs, who can only be re- 

ftr^ed 
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drained by the conftant care of the go» 
vemment.’* 

. I w A s much dii^leafed with the Na- 
bob, fw his’ eagemefs in making ufe of 
my letter as a final agreement ; and for 
the ill judged power, which he had fo 
fuddenly put into the hands of his offi- 
'Ce« before my arrival in Calcutta, or 
any correfpondent orders could be fent 
on our part. However, in my letters 
to him, I endeavored to remove the a- 
larm given him by the extraordinary ap- 
pearances in Calcutta ; and to perfuade 
him to avoid /urnifhing, by any aft of 
retaliation or re&ntment, an occafioii for 
open hoftilities againfi him. Unhappily 
the jealoufies had arifen to fo great a 
height, that thefe palliatives had no 
longer Aeir effeft ; and from this period, 
I had not only to contend with the vio- 
lence of the gentlemen, who had now 
the rule of our affairs, but the confirm- 
ed diftruft and rage of the Nabob. Ac- 
cordingly I fhall have little to do in the 
fequel of this Narrative, but. to fliew by 

extraft# 
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from the ccMifultations, diefreps 
hf which the breach was gradu^j wi- 
dened* ati<l a daily encreafe of authority 
ihrminx into the hands of the fubordi- 
3Mie faftories ; until, at length, Mr. El- 
fis thought himfelf fufficiendy empow- 
ered to begin the war, with the attack 
of the city of Patna. 

T H E views of. the violenlr party in 
Calcutta, were but toa well ieconded 
by many of the Nabob's oeScers, vdid 
were for pacing at once from one ex- 
teeme to the odier. Having Imoa Imig 
under the jcke c^ cm 
no iboner had a prolpedb of hcing freed 
from it, than they in their turn would 
rule defpotically, and ufe their authority 
to unlawful purpofes. This gave our 
fiibordinate fadories daily opportunity 
of making finefh complmnts to Ae Board 
of the interruption of their bu&icfrs , 
which was always done with frrch cx-» 
aggerations, as fcryed to incretfr the 
frame. It ,was pretended our weavere ^ 
could not be protefbed, becaufr I had 
forbid the protecting dependents of the 
♦ country 
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cottfttry goTOTBineftt. The dependeots * 
of dK country govamment pkinly 
thofe who hold offices, trafis, or rests 
under the govmuiKiit;^ and thoe is an 
effi^l^ed dilhn^liod hetvnBea . them, 
and the weayers, who are feg»dbd as 
dependents of the merchants who em- 
ploy them j and this is a diiHndion 
well Jenown to all, hut thoie who ro’ 
paffion^wtmld not know it. I jfcfired 
this might be explained to the fnbordi- 
nate hrdories j and as the Board had re- 
ftdved that they would not confirro the 
regulations I had propofed, I kept in 1^ ^ 
hands the Nabob’s aiders for their ^ 
bliffimrait, and did not forward thooi 
the officers the gorernment ; and.di- 
reSions were font to die fubordinafo 
tones, to carry on their private trade'^al ' 
before, until the general Ccmncil fhouM 
have adembled, and fixed upon fuch 
ruks, as to than fhould focm m<^ pro- 
per. I wrote at the fame time to the 
Nabob, that other regulations would 
foott be ma& by the Council ; and de- 
fired he would fend orders to his offi- 
cers. 
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to refoam them from exercifirig 
any aifts (^ violence or injnftice towarfo 
the Englifh agents and gomaftahs. The 
is a copy of the order fent to 
t^ faftories the i ft of February, in con- 
fequence of thefe refblutions. 


C(^ &f a Letter from the Governor and 
Council to the Chief and Council at 
Dacca. February i, 1763, 


** TN our letter of the lyth^ Dte di- 
- reSed you to . ft^pead frying -any 
regaM to the orde]^, th^ l^abob 

We are now to acquaint you, that 


neither the Nabob, nor the Prefident, 
ever underftood any delolls or weavers, 
employed by the Company, or the Eng- 
lifti gomaftahs, to be the dependents of 
the fircar. You are, therefore, t^^ord 
them the fame prote<ftion, and maintain 
the fame authority over them, as you 
have done formerly ; and you will con- 
tinue to carry on your bufifteft as be4 
J[ore, until you receive regubtions tom 
the Board, taking always foe grfiateft 


case 
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care to prevent your agents from injur- 
ing or oppreffing the country people. ”* 


These orders being given, we wait- 
ed for die arrival of ti^ members of 
the Board, who bad been lent for front 
the Subordinate fadlories ; and nothing 
remarkable occurs till they aifembl^ 
(the except a minute;; delivered 

in by Mf. Amyatt the 3d, intended to 
prove, in contradi€lion to my arguments 
of , the ifr, that I had a£ted without au- 
thority from the Board. How far this 
purpofe was anfwered, I leave others 
judge from the mmute itfelf, which fc^^ 

lows. ' , ' ? ■; ' “ 1- . i I 


** In conlequence of my having prd^ 
ded at the Board, during the abfence of 
Mr. Vanfittart, I (hall now take the li- 
berty to reply in part to the minute, 
which he laid before the Council on the 
.iftinftant. 

* The ikme letter was wrote to Luckjrpojr. 


VoL. 11 . 


First, ♦ 
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v^First, as toffee fubjed of the let- 
ter to the ■ N^fcbob, in refpeik to the 
traufaSions therein contained, I fliall 
leave it to be debated and determined, 
at the full Board, when the reft of the 
members arrive ; and when I make not 
the lead: doubt, having received die affif- 
tance of their deliberations, but we 
lhall be able to form a let of regulations 
equally equitable with the Prehdent’s, 
and every way as conducive to ^e in- 
terelVs of the country government, and 
our own j and I;^rudi«gfof a «uk^ 

^ teiidrticf ^ 

and aniniofities between os, of which 
the claufe for fubjedting us fo thorough- 
ly to their judicature, mull have prov- 
ed an inexhauftible iburce. 

What I have dierefore chiefly to 
point out is, that the Prefident, in this 
tratifadtion, has adted widwat a proper 
authority. It was but laft owmfeB-day, 
gentlemen, that aU the proceedings in 
this affair were rei^ at oar Board 
^ although I gave the greateft attention to 
the perufal, I could nowhere diftiftguilh, 

, that 
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* 

that we vefted the Prefideiit wirfi the 
powers he pretends j nay, I obfcrve, 
thst he htniielf can only pick out one 
phrafe to anlwfcr his purpojfe, from per- 
verting even the- literal Ifenfe of v^ich, 
tmd entirely the well-kndwn meaning of 
theBoardi he draws a fanilion of oni?' 
for what he has done: ' 

Rig ht fbrry am I to findi that re* 
courfe is had to playing upon words j 
becaufe I think it is a cuftotti which 
ought to be utterly excluded in matters 
fo ferious as gerie»ally prove the bufinefs 
of this Board j and orders from them, 
which are not explidtj, Ihould rather be 
fcrapuloufly fdSowed; Aan taken In a 
vs^e and tnilknited ienie. It is need- 
lefs to enlarge much more on the liiS- 
jed. Our refohitions, on receipt of the 
articles from the Prefitfent and Mr. 
Haftings, which we then undcrftood to 
be only propofed, plainly demonilrate, 
that We iKsver gave or intended to give 
them power to conclude thefe or any 
other; of conrle the Prefident’s doing it 
was an authority affumed. But if he 
S z could 



fi6o A Narrative ^ tbe 

£Ould fb well anderftaBd, or I ihould ra- 
Iher lay mifunderfland, the meaning of 
the Board in the above particular, and 
a^4n confequence ; how happens it, I 
fliould be glad to know, that their di- 
reSions, and carneft recommendations 
%or procuring rcftitution for the late lodes 
of any individuals,were not paid an eqMl 
regard to? 

Next, with relpeft to the letter de- 
livered in by Mef. Jbhnftone and Hay, 
‘ wMch I alway^ held as a hiere leconda- 
ry matter^ but I $nd the Prefi- 

dcfit has expa^ied. yexy largely j 
I muft, in the name of the l^ard, dehy> 
that it met from them the approbation 
which he alledges, their minute, of which 
I think the fenfe cannot well be perverted, 
ferving no further than to exprefs their 
opinion, that the apology of thofe gen- 
tlemen was, foE' the trahfadion in 
tion, to them fatisfadtory. Although I 
cannot implicitly agree with the Prefi- 
dent, that the laid letter is filled with 
unjuft and indecent ■ refledtions j -yet I 
concur entirely, that CKir - Hbttorablc 

Mafters 
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♦ 

Mafters ihould become judges of 
this, as of all our other proceedings. 

. J REMAIN ftili of opinion, that the 
major ought to be prefent ^ the Board ; 
for as I efteem (bund reafen and know- 
ledge of the policy of the country to be 
greater requifites for executing the boHI^ 
iieik in hand, than an acquaintance in 
the articles of the trade itfelf, I think his 
cq}inion and advice may be of equal 
weight and utility with any other mem- 
ber of the Board. Thefe added to what 
Bands minuted on the confultations of 
the 17th, are my reafons for defiring the 
major’s prefence j for I affure you, gen- 
tlemen, I wiih not more than the Pre-^ 
iident, that the matter in queftion Ihould 
become a point of conteft or party.” 

My anfwer to this minute was given 
in the 1 5th of February, when all the 
members of the Board met, and of 
courfe it will appear in the fequel. 

The general Council, which aflembled 
the 15 th of February, confifted of the 
following members. The Prefident, 
S 3 Mr. 
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f Mr. Amyatt, Mr. Badbn (chief of Cof» 
fimbu2»ir) Mr. Billers (chief of Lucky.* 
poor) Mr. Cartier (chief of Dacca) Mr. 
ffaftbgs. Mr. Johnftone (chief cf Burd- 
wan) Mr. Hay, Mr. Marriott, and Mr. 
Watts. Their bufineisy^ cer at lead the 
itil buhoeis, was tq fettie a plan for 
carrying on their private, trade : it mttil 
therefore appear ftrange, that the Coun- 
cil Ihould be opened by a motion frons 
Mr. Amyatt, that major Camac fhould 
be iummoned to fit as .a. member, of this 
Council.: , It has been tdrmdy.men^m-s 
ed, that the major by^btt JCom- 
pany’s appointment to be a member of 
the Board, when .ntilitary affeirs only 
were under debate; and I think that 
neither would Mr. Amyatt, and tte 
reft of the Council, have impoled upon 
him a n^ouble fixToreign to his fiatimi, 
nether would he have consented .to-'ifi<- 
terfere, if they had not fome parthrhiar 
jxxint to carry. I difiented as before 
from this motion, and fo did Mr. Haf- 
^ tings, and Mr. Watts. The reft of Ac 
gentlemen reiblved, that, he fitould be 

called. 
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caUed, aod he - was fummooed accord- 
iiigiy. As it was thus determined* that 
major Camac: ihould fit as a member ofi 
the Board* I thot^ht that the command- 
ing ofikicr major Adam^ £hould fit al- 
as it was cufiomary upofi sdl o^a- 
cafions to fummon both* when- it, wi|| 
neceifiuy totiiimmoB^either. ■ 
Acco^d^ge'e dbe two- field ofiicers 
tCK^ their ieat at the Council* which 
then confifted of twelve j and Mr. A- 
myan began, by laying before them the 
occafion of their meeting in the follow- 
ing minute. 

-**.*■'’ ' . ‘ ' ■ ' 

^ Board are now aflem- 

Ified* 1 t hink it is in fiune meafure in- 
an -me*^to -inform Ac mem- 
bc^slatd^ arrw6d,drithth6occafion of our 
having^ fimunoned them toTthe Prefi- 
dency. . 

Y on may remember, gentlemen* that 
abc^ fix months ago* our trade in &- 
very |MHrt c£ the country met with great 
Mitermpfions ; and which from that time 
contmucd fo much ihcreafing* that in' 
S 4 the 
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month of Oftober a conference with 
the Nabob, was deemed absolutely he- 
celTary^ to enquire into the caufe, and 
fCihove them. The Prefiderit accor- 
dingly, being about to pay a vifit to the 
ISfabob at Mongheer, undertook to fet- 
tle this ^ongft other bufineft. To af- 
fift him in fo doing, we fbfniflied him 
with copies of all the complaints which 
had been made ; and continued to ttanf- 
mit him copies of all others which c^me 
before the Board i- wnjdi ^fneft recom- 
mendations t6 obtiUti ^ 

Ibffes #hich thofe 

ed, and endeavor to adjuft matters, lb as 
to prevent any fuch from happening in 
future. 


From thefe inftruaions, and the 
good difpofition the Prefident feemed to 
be in, we naturally hoped for the beft 
o conlequences, an uninterrupted free** 
dom to our juft trade, and a% entire re- 
moval of the groundlefs jealdufies and 
diftrufts, which ftill fubfifted in a h^ 
degree on the part of the country go- 
vernment. and ^ave us juft grounds to 

apprehend. 
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apprehend, thattheN abob wanted tobreak 
with us. Had our expe< 9 tations been an- 
fwered, a general harmony muft have 
reigned at - our Board, and which I do 
affure you, gentlemth, I have long wilh- 
cd to lee.. 

■“ t 

It was therefore with much iurprize;, 
Aat the m^bers of the Board, the be- 
of laft- month, received advice 
from Dacca, of the Nabob’s having fent 
a fct of regulations to that factory for 
the government of their trade, and en- 
joined them to the ftrideft obedience, 
with the fevereft threats. Part of thefe 
ri^|ulatiGns we had before received in a 
joihlf the Prefident and Mr. 

Haitings at Monghecr, but conceived 
' as th^y expreffed it, to be only a 
plan propofed. We wrote an anfwer ac- 
cordingly, dated December 27, to which 
I refer you. The above letter from Dac- 
ca, however, having convinced us, that 
tfie Prefident, either from mifundcr- 
ftanding’ the orders of the Board, or too 
far extending their meaning, had, on. the 
part of our government, granted his 

fand;ion 
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aiid ratification not onfyto 
blit feverat Mber itnpcHtant ardcles, ea~ 
tird^ IlfMiput tho advice of his council: 
ti^e*th<mght it neceffary to fiunmon 
■jfO0r jM-efence to the Board, to confi- 
de of this matter, as well rei^ftkig^the 
reguiaiity of the tranfiUSida, as the pnr^- 
pcM-tof thcreguladons theinielves,whiOh, 
in our opinion, are far from ha^ 
ing a tendency towards anfw^riiig 
good pnr|K)fe nccefiitty Pr ^fli^liS^ 
i T H E FO it E f«dMa»ft1to"ybtw cdi^* 
^^^adon ''fe3atiyi£:'’,'«i> 
moil of which yoo will be 
dire^ed'to in our conii}ltath>B of the^iil 
infant ; and I eameilly defire your afilif- 
tance fin* bringing to a Speedy determi- 
nation, a point ib efientially nepefiuy 
to the freedom of our Honorable 
ters bufineis, and ^l piiv^ tr#^» 5 '' 
Tbere alfo lays a ctsoaplamf 
the gentlemen at Patna, of Nabob’s 
having ihut up the Bnrbunna gate, and 
cut off the immediate rb irann nicatsbo 
between the city .and the fadoiy fed 
in which point it fe^s- the Prcfident 

then 
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then on the fpot alfo concurred, con- ' 
trary to the fenfe the Board laft year, 
and which, for the hoE^r of the fado- 
ry, and thoinfluenee fuch a cei^ceBion ’ 
muft iiave on the minds of i% 

the coonny to our prejudice, os^ht tO 
have met his ftrennous oppohtion; This 
is a circumftance which muft come he- 
ns in the courie of our deliberations; 
and I only mention it here with a view to 
dire& you to a peruiid of the Patna let« 
ter, b^aufe it doth not appear on the 
above-mentioned confultations of the ift 
inilant. . 

The cemhderation of this afiair wiil 
na^ndty -Iei^ to- compere the fenfe, 
Ipirit and tendency of the treaty now 
in &ole made with Sera- 

jah £kiwla> and confirmed by Meer Jaf- 
fier Cawn, &c. wherein the unquefiimi- 
cd authority and validity of the duiluck 
is fo exprefiUy eftablHhed, nnclogged 
wiA any diftinftions as to the goods for 
which h may be granted. 

I HAVE further to obferve to you, 
gentlemen, a circumftance on fuch an 

occafion 
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pccaiiion not unworthy of your attention. 
The funnuds. By which we hold, our 
late ^quifitions, are only tuncaws, or 
^ -affignment of thefe provinces, to- 
wards the defraying the expences of a 
certain body of troops, to be kept up 
for the adiftance of tl^ Nabob. In die 
prefent temper of the Nabob, this',' fo 
weak a title, can hardly fail of proving 
a frelh fource of dffpute. He already 
fhews a total difinclination for die ufe bf 
btw troops; and may, whei^4^ he diinks 
himj^f in a condition, to call our dgh^^ 
queition, ns}, that he has ao lon^r 
occahon for them, and therefore will with- 
draw that revenue. To prevent fuch 
pleas on the part of the fubah, and to ef- 
tablifh our right to thefe lands, as to jag- 
heers, by the fulleil and mod authen- 
tic funnuds, and fuch that herej^ter may 
be ever indifputable, fhoidd other Euro- 
pean nations come to take part in the af- 
fairs of Bengal, feems a point extreme- 
ly requifite to be now confidered. The 
Company, for want of this matter be- 
ing clearly exjdained, mod probably 

liippofe. 
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fuppofe, that the prefent funnuds are of 
the moft extend ve and indifputable kind; 
-whereas in fad: our force, more than ti- 
tle *, can fuppo^jps in the ppffelEon of 
them. ,• 

I H A V E the utmoft confidence, gen- 
tlemen, that the refult of your delibe- 
rations will be fuch, as to convince our 
Honorable Mafters, that yon are, inca- 
pable of being influenced by the ipirit 
of party, or any mercenary motives j 
and that your only views are the prefer- 
vation of their honor and intereft, and 
the maintenance of theit juft rights and 
privileges.” 

Whoever. 

* 'file nature^ the grants by which the Com- 
pany poffefs thofe lands, is of very little moment. 

If is by the trea^^^di the Nalxd) they'aie ceded, ' 
and as long as diat treaty of friendfliip and alliance 
fubilfts, he cannot difpute their right. If a breach 
of that friendlhip happens, and a war breaks out, 
he will difpoirefs us, if he is able, and that he 
would, if we had the king’s firmaun. Therefore 
the form of the grant is of no confequence, and 
this will hereafter be found to be the opinion, of all 
the Council, when they entered into a new treaty 
with Meer Jaffier ; at which time, none of them 
thought there was any neceffity for demanding jag- 
heeree funnuds. 
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W HO E VE R has read the fors^ pat 
irf* this Naitative, wilt eaiily pcfceiyc 
the dlitii^^nl^Ag charaftcriftics ef major 
ftyfe throughout this writing 
delivered in by Mr. Amyatt. It abounds 
'^th thofe founding phraies» which are 
meant to catdi the earf and ib ib pals 
good reaibn without fiirthcr eRami- 
nation. When he would engage you 
to oppofe the Nabob's {hutting up one 
of the gates in the cky of Fatna, and 
clohng a bnc^h hetweim the' and 



the river, he t^s you. 


part, I think the honor of Patna 
fa6tory coniifts chiefly in carrying on the 
Company’s trade wiA credit airf advan^- 
t^e, notin ieekingdiiputeswidi tbecoun*^ 
try government, by unjuitiy imetferiog. 
in thw concerns. 


He bids you ccanpare {pi- 

nt, and tendbney of the trea^ In quef- 
tion (that is, of the regulations of the 
private trade contained in- my anfwer 
to the Nabob’s letter) with thole of Sc- 
rajah Dowla and Meer Jafiiw. Tlmfe 

being 
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being cGnapared, it will be found, that 
neither of thofe treaties convey to us any 
new, privilc^cs^ but conhrm thofe of the 
firmaun. Ifow the hnhaun, as I appre- 
hend,, did not give us; a carry 

oh the privafe inland trade* that is; the 
trade from place to place in ^ counr- 
trjr, in the commodities the country, 
aia beetle-nut, t(d>acco, &c. -It did 
notj I lay, give us a i%ht to carry if on 
at all, much lefs to carry it on cuftbm- 
free, to the total ruin of the merchants 
of the country, and the great lofs of the 
Nabob’s revenues. Neither did Sera- 
}hh Dowk, or Meer Jaffier, underftand 
it & $' the formfu^ #oald never fuffer us 
to med^ in that tirade, and the latter 
ftf^ented it as much as he could, and 
complained of it as an injuftice, and an 
innovation, as has been already fliewn. 
The new regulations I propofed did, 
on the contrary, convey to us an acknow- 
ledged right to that trade upon a reafona- 
ble footing ; and the payment of a fixed 
duty, lefs than had already been paid by 

Ibme 
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finne of our faftories j and a duty which 
Ae profits of timt trade might well hear. 

Many other iriftances of this kind 
of i|i^i<ws andfoundingexpreffions with- 
out meaning occur in this minute, which 
I will call Major Camac’s, inftead of Mr. 
Amyatt’s, as well ^ in all the reft of the 
major’s writings. . I will take notice of 
only one more. To engage all the gen- 
tlemen of the Board to applaud aiid fide 
with him, he concludes with^teUmg^ 
them, they are incap^le of hwng in- 
fluenced by the :^ir||^df party, or aiqf 
mercenary vie^^; . 

that it appear obvious to every 

reader, that the minute is calculated 
throughout, to infufe a Ipirit of party i 
and in this he too well fucceeded ; nor 
could he have chofen a more certain mcr 
thod of confirming and ftrengtheB^i:^. 
diis fpirit, than by teHing them, fhey 
were incapable of being influenced. It 
is a known maxim of thofe, who would 
lead a party, to endeavor to conceal frorp 
their followers that they are led. As 
to mercenary views, if views of exor- 
bitant 
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Ktaitt pife^fitsF iij trs^ insy Be fe tcnaed, 
Acfe: was ^rtalnfy a great feare of 
paaSSm iit tiolb¥t Oj^fition agafe^l 

I t^priMka 

wftfcfii were tb lie ^{ireiSpendedr fioaf W 
VMf&ntf a con^tta^Of But ft k ca:^ t& 
ja^r hdv*i^ ££iK^ a part f ta tq^-^ 

nsegt. Oh me iSde, if I oppefed itk> 
ftremroufly the rcfefotfoiK of the aefverfe 
party, frao'ai^tieciffbettgt&ernng Aff 
Jfaf)ciB^sha»i!s,' and t^refey making 
tocr powerftif iff cafe of a rapture. On' 
Ac oAer, tf f fsSt fit their yrolent 
fficlifetfe^ ^a0-tjbey^^ dilt axxo^ 

qiiS^r he ftot opC f eft- 
Itr k^e^ a mMe 
coarfifi' itf itfdiist ter, pfiefci^ -itenm with 
Ac Ifefedb', omdr ^e Courf had de- 
tcniftHfed upow Ac fcgt^Atm sad de- 
maiA Aey wottfd ifAft cot, ffatteriif^ 
iWfftft Aat Ac Nabob wottM fobmit to 
Aem, howwer unreafonable and detri- 
mental to His government, raAer than 
engage in a’ war to his inevitable ruin. 
VoL. II. T With 
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>¥ith this view I avoidi^ every v?Qrd 
that could inflame i a^d^as ,^c oppref- 
fions of the Nabob’s gayp fo 

much reafon, I was_ Ae firft to coirfent 
$o fuch an encroachment upon his rights, 
as the fecurity of our trade , requhed, in 
hopes thereby to m4uce the, Council to 
be fbe more moderate ih their demands. 
I faid therefore nothing more to Mr. 
Airiyatt’s minutes of the , 3 d and iSth, 
than was n 6 ceflary to fhcw Ae authori- 
M had'fro»C.the,Bpai-d, to make fuch 

^ipfite^ men owwg^^ .to, the 

iegulations, but to the abufe of ; 
that if fuch abufes could be prevented, 
all the advantages of trade we could rea- 
fonably wifli, would be mfured to us, 
v?ith good order to the Nabob’s govern- 
ment ; and that if they did not ^^ove 
of my plan for attaining thofe ends, they 
{hould fet about forming another them- 
felves. The following ^ a copy of this 
minute. . . , . 
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Cdpy of ibeGovernors. Minute of the i^tb 
0^ February, 1763. 

** T N anfwer to that part of Mr. A- 
myatt*s minute of the 3d, where 
he feys, that I pervert the meting of 
the letter I received from the Board, 
dated the 1 5th of November, I will on- 
ly quote the Words of the laid letter, 
arid my anlwer dated the ift of Deq^- 
ber."* 

Letter from tbeCounciU dated mov. 15. 

** YNCLOSED, we tranfmit you an 
extraft from the Luckypoor letter, 
explaining the Ihahbunder duties which 
thc^ have always- and -the nature 
of the frelh extortions which are now 
demanded, which we imagine may be 
of fervice to' you in finalfy fettling tbefe 
matters uptm a folid plan.” 

*The Governor's Anfwer ^ dated Dec. i . 

** T Shall proceed, with Mr. Hall- 
ings’s affiftance and concurrence, 
in fuch inquiries as lhall be neceflary 
on the fubje< 3 : of the complaints now in 
T 2 quef- 
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aad ih eftalsitibkip fftd> ftiSes 
^betwec4 tbe Nabob Airf ill, as may pre- 

AccdnlBig' 

iraBiled wkh Mr. Haftmgs fiidi 
as i«emed to us. moft pmf>er £(X Utc 
oeca^n^ pA>po£ed them to the 
bob in ik^cnUi aitictes, aa.con^BfiCid m 
om ktter to Board, of the* i5tb of 
December : but die Nabd»» not d^uiog 
to accede to thofe articles,* reprefentwi 
to me again his grieranc^, in a l^b^ the 

'■ dep8rt«re'‘li»!^-t^‘ib>9'‘;.,8^ 'LhllA^'no 
'• fedier 

‘ ^^befbn^ (footed 'i 6 rom;dbdriM^ 
die 15th of November, and no^ly m 
tny anfwrer of the ' i£k of J>a:eiaber, 
irthere I faad I tvotdd eftahHih rolea for 
the cofidu^ of the Nabob’s 
. ours; and as the regiafetioga ipr op ofed ^ 
feemed to me altogether nec^®^ and 
reafonable, I madfe no ctedbt ^ ihcir ' 
being approved by^ the Bpaid^ cbo- 
fequentfy ttiacir no to ’fptite ?an 

aniwer to the Nabc^ ailiihfg hhoir^hat 
diings ^uld.be eaRfe(S«ift^ii^>i(^%. to 

■ thofe 
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rulia. Upon tl&e minate of die 
10 1 faai%£if&c^ily dicing die 

cea£>ns, wfajr db^ etdes for carrying on 
the priimfic ittknd taoAc, *»d regaining 
^powNBcs of onr goiBalNbs> ^med to 
me eqmtftlde^id nece0ary, ani 
piioper for the Ofid propo&d; %®t,a« 
m«eb as laminclmed togive die officers 
«# 0 ^ 4D<wtfi^ g&te«inie«t ffiek doc sa- 
fbod^ yet «ax I by no means 
to to any abufe d[ that authoci- 

ly, foifer theoi to go beyond the U* 
fl^s pr^bribed by tkofe regnlatioiis ; 
whick» were diey ftriftly obferved by 
both parties, wonld,; 1 ffiink, remove aU 
oelail^ of ^omfdidnt from bodi fides. 
BntI gra^ diat thelaAeemiduS of the 
go^ertmiends officers, in many parft of 
die conntryi gives me too mueb reafbn 
to think, vrkb ffic reft of the Board, 
dial they cannot cxcrcifc authority witb- 
but opprdffion $ and that whatever caufe 
they might haVe of complaint againft the 
EngBfh gomaftahs, their own tyrannies 
arc yet more infupportable j for inftead 
oi freeing 0or trade from aiiy impedi- 
T 3 ment. 


278 A Narrative 

meat, detention or obftrudion, under 
pretence of cuftoms, duilore, &c. which 
was my* only intent in laying down fuch 
ruleSt they have had a quite contrary 
The officers of the government* 
prefuming upon the j-eftraints laid on 
our agents and gonutlahs, having gone 
direftly contrary to the conditions pre- 
feribed to diem. I agree, therefore, in 
the neceffity of entering into artidea of 
agreementwith the Nabob, fuch.a8 ib|U 
appear moft proper . for regtdatii^ the 
manner of carrying on our trade in thofe 
articles, whSefo before trontdetf ; 
to be deemed illicit ; and for confining 
the government’s officers, and our go- 
maftahs, within the due bounds of their 
refpedive employments ; of which ar- 
ticles, copies ihould be given to every 
officer of the government, and every go- 
mafiah, for their guidance. In then^an 
time, I have made the ftrongeft repre* 
fentations to the Nabob, upon the vio- 
lences committed by his officers in dif- 
ferent parts* in dired violation of Ae 
agreement between us. Copies of my 

letters 
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letters to the Nabob, Syed Mahomed 
Gawn, and Mahomed Alice Beg, are 
hereunto annexed. I lay before you 
likewife a number of complaints tranf- 
mitted to me by Syed Mahomed Cawn, 
from the zilladar^ knd other officers of 
the feveral dilhri^, under his immedi- 
ate direction, and which it will be ne*- 
cedsuy to take under coofideradon, at 
the time of debadng upon the intended 
regulations, that fuch of them as appear 
well grounded, may be remedied.” 

Fresh complaints from the Patna 
and Dacca faQiories were read at this 
confultatiom: from jhe former, that fome 
bullocks loaded with the Company's ^t» 
petre were flopped at one of the chokeys 
CH* guards;^ and from the latter, that 
great obftruOlions were given to their 
private trade at Sirampoor. On the 
other hand, a number of reprefenta- 
•tiotts were received alfo from Syed Ma- 
* homed Cawn, die Nabob’s deputy at 
Moorfhedabad, oS tbOf violence and ua^ 
juft prcxreoffings of the vJSngftfti gom^-' 

: T 4 tabs. 



U|^ ^ ^ 

JM cmfmd m m 
h^of^ $ ^d ^ ^afe .wy, 

o^eere ^oi}}4 Hp ^ ^? ry 

^ opfK^d iw f^-cp ^ fefy^ . 
1^ the fccond, that ihe. r^featt^ 
liofls &p!»ld he 4ranj|atei, .aed Jibat to 
^ feboBdiaate haorms wiilcli eht^ 
lEoncjwoedi fejaa wfamce, fw lie 
®M)ft part, »o api^vicr iKas iiecsiaed ^ ee^ 
if any <aa#e. k was iaifcexi ao jSwtl^^oi. 
ticeof: . .;. ^ , ._ ;;, 


.«n^^, { egficadkwEa l]Bc«^ 

&ty to refhaia <didbi by foi» apoii feow 
«€x:afion§. The masfortiaK 

who had icmg wbSttd&s'aiKc^jfiQiig 
with ihe Nabob, muft he the jtaigps mf 
:&oie occahons } md csafefBea% kmt^ 
to be Ceared, that they weadd 
^ this atdhodtyh^ond ^Jkat mnts ifa»- 


at, wouM oidy. fcaaA ieraial m* 

make 
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mak^ mopp nokfit, heoat^ ^ 

olifedioos l«09liil have mak, a^kvm 
tern frtilibafll <£ ibe metm^ 

Hi^ 4ir^^ 

WmcAtek ' V. 

I Ttt09G«T ’««9^ !!^ 

mf bod coai^^np^ iipcgli |^ 
wp^ kc i» a ro i nt ^ 
bcb hmadktdyf wli|» tke ^mger $9 
wbidk his own W 4^ ia^ 

lenoe p£ kis li&cciSt had PsipoUsd hims 
jmd rncpmmeai to hioi^ In ibie mo^ 
mhaus maja&er, to Corbid tbdr 
Jmg tb^ of ^ Bam^HiijQamaf^ 

mf- 

wd^h mght «od la » bvceacb n( 
am ^kadihi^- Ths iolhaviag is a cogf 
«f ks hkanr I wm^ to <!»? NalaDb iqor 
ibis oopa^m’* 


I HAvjB ak?a% inJGcwoicd j«u 4jf 
j^ii^pjp^f&oes itod i^lences«f Mabo^ 
«iqI AUfiiB 6^ ; a«d J Aoar tended /pn 
APOff^M Utter wrote by him to -AJb- 
kHU, jKSBil of .Soondeiep pe^ganaiu 

Confider» 
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it b fiis defign not to fufier E 
fiitgleB^Bibnite in the cooittry* Rnd to 
pig^^t-^ihoa^r ihall take upon himfelf 
of an Engliihman ; according- 
Company’s bnfinefs, and that of 
the private gentlemen, has been every 
where flopped, whca-el^ fhey have been, 
^d fhn akre, fubjedied to maiiy lo^ : 
and the agreement which was made be- 
tween you and me, for the removal of 
the '^fputes between ycmr ^depesidk^ts' 
and ours; ha^ been entirely broken off 
by Mahomed As. Ids pmateed^* 

and the Companyi^, itvvouldhave bwn 
^per, at the inftant of my receiving 
the copy of his letter, to have difpatch- 
ed fome of the Company’s people to 
fdzc him^ and to have lent him prifono' 
to you. However, as he is a fervant cff 
yours, I have contented myfclf with re- 
prefenting the affair to you, and I VTait 
your anfwer. Out of the friendfhip 
lubfifting between you and me, it is 
proper you inflidl due punilhment'on 
him* and make him anfwerable for the 

Ioffes 
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lofles he has been the occafion of ; if 
not, I cai^not fit qoiet, and iee the Ccm- 
patty’s and private, genUemen’s affairs go 
to ruin. Inclofed I tranfmit you the 
copy cff a letter I have wrote to Maho- 
med Allee.” . 

Nothing elfe reniarka.ble pafied ^ 
this firil. meeting of the Council, but a 
letter, delivered in by major Camac>; 
claiming die command of the detach- 
ment ftationed at Patna. ^ defire no o- 
ther proof than the terms of this letter 
to convince the world, that he was the 
chief advifer of the ^Iblution for call- 
mg down the monbers of the Board 
the fubordbates $ and that to carry 
pmnt for himfelf was one of the oh-> 
jeds of that refiihition. The following 
is a copy of his letter^ 



^ Hai^ativs ^iSir 

m /tm Citr^q a* 
jTll JipiriKr 0^C«im0. JEhgedF^ 
%%» '■ 

“ being 4skpIi^^ of 

-1- maod of a body of yo«r Ibroi^ 
at the head whereof I had the good for- 
tano’to amt wl& Sacatt fuccefs $ aad^e 
beiag over Hooe detained tiee^ you.wtit 
wtdSkj believe mufi have oorafiooed 
a«Oi^ emanfine^ to me. Ho wo ft ttv 
i di^^od of a^ ieasB%^ 

'ABOtild' fvme ■ odd' 

to bdroive aiie ia feejh idtde£^iiafi» 

1 wac wiiiing to avoid. The ftstibn a# 
Pataa beii^ dto cnoll liJc^ ifsartor fiiam 
whence tre are to eypeft t£oiibk$> 
undcMibi^iy die poft of boacev tad to 
fuch, frommy raii, Ihaddtf:bf6d^ 
thereto, unlefs I had forfeited it by any 
ill behavior on my part, which, what- 
ever may be the opinion of a few of the 
members, I pieafe myfclf with think- 
ing is not the general ienie of the Board. 
lAtohappy intheperfuahon, dmt I can- 
not 


not now fail of redrefs, if I am deferv- 

tkcraof j(. 

tnen» if ^K»aseJvt»nitimni% &e Com- 
panj’s forces in tl^ I fhaU 

fegerc yfH^ «o|»r<^^ and 

QmmaQd of nrij^ you 

liavo any <^er mor^ Immediate 
^ferxicea*” . . 

it ibe reoWmB^eC '^at 

fon for cadlin^ major Carnab dbwti 
Fatna in June I'jti, waff to put an end 
to the difpates with the Nabob ; andhK 
application to go back at this time, when 
dHputes were growing every day, has ^ 
the appeara^e of hit whhing to make 
tm^” wbrfe, raEm^ at hand to 

^|n concert with IKIr. Etlis to that end. 

If'HE cmi^tatiM of the iffth orFe- 
bruary has a letter fiom the Patna fac- 
tory, which thews they were ready e- 
ppuj^ to make uie of their own force, 
without waiting for our orders. 



t 
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Cofy of a hotter from the Chief and Coun- 
cil at Patna to the Board. 

** A Dearth fbme years ago, which 
' had very near proved fatal to our 

troops here, made it neceflary that ibme 
precaution £hcpld IK td:en to swgi^ as 
much as poffible, our experiencing the 
like diftrefs in future j for this purpofe, 
Mr. Amyatt, then chief of tlm %ftoiy, 
eftahilihed a gunge^ '^ere pur people 
have ever ^ce heenkitoply fupplied' with 
provifion^ jat- r^es thm 

d&wh^e, armat f^e pre- 
vented them falling into the numerous 
broils that muft daily happen, from their 
being obliged to feek their luilenance in 
the different markets of the city. Ad- 
vantages well known to every perfon 
who has redded any time at Patna. 

This gunge Ae Prefident agreed wiA 
the Nabob ffiould be aboli£bed i and in 
its ftead, he deffred the chief to lay up 
20,000 maunds of gfain on account of Ae 
Company; which we, however, have 
Aought moff proper to defer, riot chu- 

ling 
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fing to put our employers to wJbat we 
deem an unneceffary and unprofitable 
rifle, without the -fandion of your cmt- 
ders. The encouragement given Nobit 
Roy on occafion, has indeed him 
to feize.and carry away " by force aH the 
dealers of this gunge, to detain bc^ts 
loaded with pur own particuli|p fnopei*^ 
having duftucks, amd to fend the chi^ 
word, that he will not fuflfer a fiirthcr 
^pbrtation of grain. He has Hkewife 
publickly puniflied three boatmen, who 
have been long employed in this fervice ; 
and made proclamations through die city, 
that whoever brings grain to the Englifli 
(hall be tr^ted in the faihe manner ; 
which can be cohftraed in no other light, 
ihw a determination to difirefs us in the 
moft tender ^int, viz. fhat of the necef- 
feries of life. 

After fuch infolence on lus part, 
an obfervance of pundilios on ours would 
he truly ridiculous, and alfo defervedly 
fiibjed us to the imputation of being 
wanting in our duty to thofe we ferve, 
as well as to thofe committed to our 

charge. 



tife asUt^ 

isiemmf -M &af » 1m 

0 xf €^iii(^ Iktt 'iHStf* 

v> widl^^ firfi 

•fl^inafiiiae. la th(S^ iiltel^si^ vw esi- 

.|e& y(»» wd«%.”' *.;■ . .,.' 

< /■pi- "■' ^ > rv-i r^.;^' 

Th*. ftijeft i<f dm lecterisas teSkmk 
cd te.Et&cmifidcijpiali^ 'MStkfliff p ifay 
A^tOvd p a i ni i ^ >anjb difj trJliiwiiij^ j^iili 



the jlabob by di& Prefid^. 

S*<^ 3 » 0 ty^ 1*01 dc ta r i in inc ca dw 
Patna kjttav: cQ^iRtiSdiii^ the BarbmBfa 
£[a^» dK;dittsiichanc!?t .fagr ite waias«r 
fide, and the gunge. ,. . i - . :J 
Th 1 »Di v, 

^0*^, 




TiE i^di^^dtr'liriaaiiifd smi ^ 
rnr heoig i«Hfy,.J 0 Hl 5 r thefecand aeiii^ 
^ die plm xtae& coaSi^satd, 

ther 
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ther the. Nabob fhould be peltnittM to 
jfhut up ofte of the gates the Patna 
oily i and to clofe the br^ch between 
^ and the river V aiid whether 

Mr; Id 4ee|) his ' ‘ The 

o|)ibfG*iS Were as follows. " '■* ' ^ " • 


^troB of M Confaltation of the i ^tb of ^ 
-V, .;;"'iPebi:i^ry,'a763s--i' ^ ■■v-'-’ 

^ following minute^ de- ^ • 
I ^ livered in by dre Prefident.^ 

' • • - Tbe Trftdenf s Minute, 

In order rightly touhderftand the quef* 
tionreladve to theBurbunna gate,andthe 
inhenchment by^&e watW-fide, it is , 

' negeMiry to deiKwfe^p^|StiMioW of '^le 
jpla^, 1an4~ What on 

ti^^bjedt ye»; - t 

The city of PatiiW 'exteh3ih^’“Ttfe^^ " 
above two miles from eaft to weft ^ong 
by the liver-fidelias two principal gates, 
one at the eaft end, the oftier at the 


W(^. , Between die weftem gate and 
the nvei^fide is' the i^fburma'gatty or 
rather wicket, being a finair Intirahce . 
into a very narrow ftreet ; and tfie fengr 
VoL. II. U Hfh " 
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liih fa^cny bciD^;iStuated bn the river^ 
fide, ahont two or three hiindreb yards to 
jdie weibvird of the city, walls, ahd'from 
Ji^ g^te-way, uied to find a conveiii- 
^ce in this entrance, as tfie principal 
weftern . gate is a full half mile froin 
the fad:ofy.^ The city is furroutid^ hy 
a wall and ditch, except by Ae river- 
fide. The nordi-eaft angle is doled 1^ 
the citadel, or rather the Nabob’s W- 
lace, winch extends ififdf into die river, 
lb lAat there is no paiSage hy it.. At the 
nc^*wd^endjsahi^ftiCT^,C^|e^theh^^^ 
tanee bdSibn, heri^h Winch, add "the 
river, was an open foliage into the town. 

In the month of February, 
feveral men of captain Carftairs’s party 
having deferted, Mr. Ellis fent to Raje- 
buUub, then Naib of Patria, to k^e 
he would give orders to prevent any 
bur foidiers from "going into* the cily. 
Rajebullub acquainted thie Nabob with 
Mr. Ellis’s defire; and recaved orders 
from hiin to fiiut ail die gates aniT out- 
lets of the city, except dieeaft jwid^ weft- 
gates, of which he aHvlfrd “l^rt Ellis, 

and 
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and defired, that he would order rfiat 
none of the Europeans fliould go into 
the city j and ^titich of the people of 
the as had bafinefs 'there» fhould 

enter by the weftetn gate. Mr. BUis 
wrote to RajebuUub in anfwer,- #at 
the fhutting the Burbunha wicket would 
put a ftop to all the budnefe of thecae- 
tory,;and that thcrcfore'he ifauft hot ^nt 
it ; and, at the fame time, he reprefentJ^ 
ed to the Board, the inconvenience that 
would attend the fliutting it, the weft- 
gate being diftant from the fadlory at 
leaft half a mile ; and mentioned, that 
RajebuUub had begun to raile a wall 
from the balHoo, next idle faftory down 
to the river, thereby to prevent all com- 
munication j inlbmuch, that no boat 
could track up to the faftory j and that 
the confequence of allowing it, would 
be the obliging all boats to pull up the 
other fide of the river. At the fame 
time Mr. Ellis fent people to prevent 
the Burbunna wicket being fliut, or the 
outlet by the water-fide doled. Iii 
confultation pf the 22d of ‘February, 'I 
U 2 was 
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defired by T:he Board to write to the 
Nabob, to requeft him to order the Bur- 
bo^aa gate to be left open ; and in the 
'letter to Mr. Ellis, where he is acquaint- 
with this refolution, it is added, that 
he fhould prevent the wall, or breaft- 
worf^ being carried on by the river-fide, 
fo far as it might obftrufl: boats tracking 
up on that fide of the river. Agreeably 
to the refolution of the Board, I wrote 
to the Nabob, defiring he would Order 
the Burbunha wicket to be left open^br 
the convenience of our fa>6iory ; aad 
th0 Nabob ^vb ofdbf^^^brdih^y. 

Thus the affair relied till I came to 
Mongheer, when the Nabob reprelent- 
ed the inconvenience of having thofe two 
outlets left open. ** That the feepoys, 
and other people of the faftory, often 
came into the town by thofe ways, quar- 
relled with the inhabitants, and Sunder- 
ed or ill-treated them, and elcaped again 
to the faitory, without its being poffible 
to bring them to juftice ; and that be- 
fides, the town could not be in a ftate of 
defence, until the paffage by the river- 

' fide 
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fide was fec'ured.” As I was going to 
Patna, I told the Nabob I flioiild be a 
better judge when I had feen the place 
niyfelf. Upon my arrival at Patna, I 
took a.view of the places with Mr. Ellis. 
The Burbunna gate was no doubt a con- 
venience to liich of the fervants of the 
feftory as refided in the city ; but to 
go round by the weftemr^gate is not, a 
greater inconvenience, than every per^m 
who has to do with a fortified town muft 
fubmit to, nor do I find that the Com- 
pany carry on any bufinefs in the city ; 
and as to the opening between the Moo- 
tanee baflion’and the river, it is fuch- an 
one, as no pcrfon, who has the charge of 
a fordfi^ j^lace, would on any account 
buffer. So far from being fecured by the 
EnglHh fiidoty, I can aflert, that it 
would be very eaty for an enemy to pafs 
by the fa<Sory by night, and enter the 
town before any alarm could be given. 
Befides, the factory itfelf, which is in 
no refpeft like a fortifitation, might be 
taken by an enemy, and the city there- 
by expofed to certain , deftruditMa, if 
U 3 this 
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RRuft be kft ^>en; a cgie 
which though not likely to. happen, yet 
ought cert^ttlyto be guarded agai^. 
As to the difficulty of boats going by 
the river-fide, it is a mere exaggeration, 
like many other parts of Mr. Ellis’a dif- 
fertations on thefe fubje^fs. BoatR will 
have only to row br warp a few ys^ds at 
the weft end, as they are already obliged 
to do at the eaft end, w^re^ as I have before 
obferved, the * Kella fto^ the paftage^ 
and where I law boats pafts up without 
^e l^ft difficulty; and it is w^ kBowB3| 
Aar th^ are ^ry" many ptacea hbeween 
this and Patna, where Iwmts cannot track 
on account of Ae jnnguls, Ae fteep- 
nefs of the banks, or oAer obfttuSions. 
Finally, as Ae city belongs to the Na- 
bob, and he is artfwerable for the ch»^ 
of it, and for Ae perfons and proper- 
ties of Ae inhabit Ats, he has an un- 
doubted right to fortify it in any manner 
he pleafes. Thefe my fentiments I ex- 
phuned fiilly to Mr. Ellis ; and Nobit 
Koy having applied to me on Ae fiib- 
I g^e him an smfever, of whiA 

applica- 

* The citadel or palace. 
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^^l^ation .aad>aJDi%er, the^ following 
^copies.”/ 

* . . * - '' ' 

"Prom Nobit JRp^ Naib Patna, to 
. , , fhe Otmer^or . , 



Y tea^i paflage by 

t ^at^r-ficle^ and tbe wicfcets of 


^ - t -f 

fo^jt befog opj^Q to tbe town, it coold 
itotpr^lP^jLy caj^ of. 2 

>ap tbe^ wi^b^* ^d left tbe 


weft-gates for j^ople tq pa^ in and 


qtity Ye< tbe inconvf niencies will not 
be re!|icdied, until the Burbunna wick- 


et, and the paflage by the water-fide, 
are abb ftoppedup.. Had the paflagepf 

bqw ciepld Boujqpocw thk^e$ 


pdfou!^ baye. ^?pe it The 

^.wickets befog open, renders 
it iinpofoble ftwr foe to protect the town, 
and b ^ <hftjirhance fo roy afo 

fairs, of contem|^ on the go¥ernmeii|, 
and ef fof«:TOty to foe fort. As the 
care bf foe fort is a ncccftary yfork, attd 
the regulatitm of b. is my foiftnel^ b 
focrefore b^og® fo nie abb fo fofo 
. U 4 the 
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the wickets, and'the paflage. If I am 
prevented from doing this, what is Ae 
advantage of my ftaying here ?” 

IFrom the Governor to Nobit Roy. 

^ J Understand what you write a- 
bout {hutting up the Burbunna 
gate, and the paffage by the river-fidc, 
and I have feen the two places you, {peak 
of. The popping up the paffage by the 
river-lide is a very propej?* wnrfc 
the {hutting up the gate,. 4thoi{^ Awe 
feems to be no .great neceffityj.fi^ it* 

inconvenience to the fadt»ytj| ^ 
is the Nabob’s order, do it whenever you 
think proper, no one will interrupt you.” 

Remark on the Prudent's Minute. 
‘‘Major CARNAcb^s leave to obferve, 
m anfwer to diat part of the Prefident’s 
minute, in vindikticm- of vthc Nabob’s 
ftrengthening that part of Wte city fo 
clofe to our faftory, that it cannot be 
neceffary, unlefe he means to ftrengtl^n 
it againft the faftory itRIf, which he 
perfuades himfelf the'^majori^ of the 

Board 
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Board will look upon as a ^ater fecu- 
lity to that end of the city, than the 
temporary trifling works now thrown 
up by the Nabob. 

^be Opinions of the Council. 

Mr. Watts is of opinion, that the 
Nabob ought to be wrote to open the 
gate, and throw down the pallifadoes, 
an<f iudi part of the intrenchment as 
obftrufts the tracking of the boats to 
the faftory on that fide of the river. 

MR.MARRioTTisof thefameopinion. 

• Mr.' H ay is of the fame opinion, with 
this addition, that if the Nabob refufes 
to comply with the Prefident’s defire, 
'•Mri -'Ellis- ffiould then' have xjifders to 6- 
pen the gatcj and throw down lb niuch 
of Ac intrenchment as obftruas the paf- 
lage Of boats. 

'Mr. Johnstone is of opinion, that 
the Ihutting up the Burbiinna gate, and 
making the trench and pallifadoe into 
the river, could be of no fervice for the 
fecuiity of the town agaihft a foreign e- 
nemy, wh|Ift the Nabob depends on us 
^hisfriends ; andthat it remarks, in this 
time of tranquillity, a diftruft of us in 

particular. 



p^^kular, ai^ has l^n fb 
1^ evety bo<% iadio^ (qyi^rt^^ 
co^dered,^ an adyant^e gained; oyer 
«ar (^ief, in a point hitherto dented 
with the Nabob, though never deiired 
Vy bis pre.dece%^. To keep up our cre- 
dit, therefijre, and Cor the, great cmTe’r 
i^e^ce it is, and ever has been to oui| 
fe^ojy, he thinks the Nabob ihojidd 
be addrefled, aa the general fentiinents 
of the Bpayd, to' redo.??, ddnga to th? 
fitt^tipn th^. were ht before j and if he 
refufes, tha^ Mr* ^is ihcndd bt hn'!> 
pow^ed ^ dp it bintfetf*^ -r ' — " i- ' 
Mr. Haftings’r ’* 

As every occafion ihoiJd be, avoided 
of alarming the people of the country, 
with the appearances pf didnid or con*t 
tention between the Nabob apd us, 
as it Im befn tbat the pales 

now in debate b^ye %:b a trndf¥|icy, MC* 
Haitings is of opinion, 
dent £hould vfyite to ^ ?*ld 

defire him to cauie tbp ^fVblJnna gat© 
to be opened, and the^ iptrefichpfl^S 
by the river-fide ma4p '* 
hut he fees no pccaficn fpj fending a 

publick 
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pubUckocdea: io the gentt^nea at Pat- 
na, to effeA either by force* nor does 
he think it can be done, withouta mani- 
feft violation of: our treaty of alliance 
with the Nabob, as he |bk au- 

thi^aty to tetke fuch meaiitres, 
gulation or ilrengthening of his own 
hartified city, as he thinks proper, whSft 
he ^tm>adbes upon ncme of ^r known 
rights. 

Mr. Cartier begs* leave to obierve, 
that never having been at Patna, he can 
form no other judgment as to the af^ 
fair of the Burbunna gate, and the cir- 
cutnftance of its being ihut, than what 
he^has been iafbwned by letters 
htHh Patna; From them he -finds dbe 
fiirirmts of the fa3;qcy have now no con’* 
venient communication with the city, 
as likewife their hofpital j ^t the {hut- 
ting up the gate is a matter of pique, and 
intended to afiront Mr. Ellis j and if 
hhn, confequendy the nation ; and muft 
have been confidcred in tiiat light by the 
iidiaNtants of Patna, who, apprchenfive 
of the confequences, many have left their 

hou&s. 
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}K>itfes, and carried their families toother 
parts,;, that this proceeding has raifed a 
notion in the country of our little at- 
t achme nt to the Nabob, which he has 
very imprudently encouraged by the fuf- 
picions he feems to harbor in his mind, 
and acting in a manner fo contrary to 
that confidence he ought to place in us ; 
that our attachment to him is his foie 
fecurity and fafe-guard, which, if once 
leffened, ,or even fufpe<3:ed to be fo, 
might probably have die wwft td” confe- 
quences on his afi^s $ that for his own 
Mety, and freeing djp country frotn dif- 
turbances, it odg^t to be a point infift- 
ed upon, that the faid gate fliould be 
opened, more particularly as it was the 
only one of the city left open, during 
the troubles of three years in that pro- 
vince, and no dangerfromitsbeing conti- 
nued to be fo in a time of profcamd peape, 
can poffibly be dreaded j and if the P#e- 
fident’s application on this head is not 
complied widi, that diiedions fliaU, be 
fent to Mr. Ellis to open it, and that 
part of the intrenchment to 1^ fhrpwn 

down. 
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down, that is a real inconvenience to 
the fa«ftory. 

Mr. Billers is of opinion with Mr. 
Cartier. 

Mr. Batson confiders the ihutting 
up of the Burbunna gate, and tf»e inr 
trenchments railed by the Nabob againU 
pur fadtory, as an indignity defigned us, 
and really an ad: of hoftility; heis there- 
fore of opinion, that the gate Ihould be 
ordered to be left open as formerly, and 
lb much of the intrenchment removed, 
as Mr. Ellis and the Council may judge 
for the fafety and convenience of our 
fadory ; and we Ihould write to the Na- 
bob to give orders £ot the above purpo^s; 
which, if he refiifes to comply wid»i Mr. 
Eilis Ihould be ordered to »ecute them, 
'Major Camac*r Opinion, 

By die Burbunna gate has been,>time 
out of mind, a communication between 
. the city and fadory ; therefore the Na- 
bob’s ordering it to be Ihut up, cannot 
but argue in him an indilpofition, to- 
wards us, efpecially as the. works exe* 
cuting there, carry aU the appearance of 

a dehre 
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a cfefire to fbeng AeA'hinlfelf on the fide 
next to us i nor does it appMr, that any 
advanhige or conveniency will refult to 
d»e Nabob, from the ftopping this com- 
Thunication’j and the realbn principally 
infifted on feefns to be, that the Na- 
bob is matter of his bwn city, and may 
do as he pleafes. The fame might mth 
equal juftice be given# for his refufing 
to allow any entrance whatever to the 
Englifh tiito^ ^e' city ; he has done &e 
next thing to it# teii^red oiir admiffipn 
as ih^riveni6nt: as ’pbSble^^ tp "us. IBfe- 
fides, "the geiiilcmeh "at l^Stna a^re us, 
thdr boats will, from the obttriwttions 
^nbwmade, be expofed to great rifques. 
Trtfie major is 'therefore of opinion, that 
&e Nabob ihouTd be wrote to, in the 
mottpreffiiig dianner, ahdareprefcntatioii 
*m^e tb'hiih, tbat?the fhutting the Bur- 
hiinha gate, cannot fail crating, throu^- 
^tj^cOTUtiy, &e perfuafion thathe-ard 
^e jShgBih me u|K>n bad terms, which 
It is e^daify bufinefs as ours to pre- 
vent } that diercfore'" to remove any ttilpi- 
* cions 
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oohs of tHis nature, we‘nw3fe*m^ 



of me ci^ 


if ^ucli' a reBTOpJ^taon, !l^a^b 
continue obfiSlMi^fc, fiHc'major^K^a'^c 
^Oark wii|*be juftSfed ih SdarV 


to Mr. EHis to open that. cpmmuniOa- 
'^a^,'s^k tKe^'f«JSbb |whl fiare bji^ 
llSi^i/fo bl^e, "'fer^&avmg^f^ 

>4 ^ ■ - 

mat nece] 


to ^ 

^R. Amyatt kecl^^, kliatof^bK 

own tnowl^ge this gate bas b^ ke]^ 
open for tbefe nineteen years paft, and was 
tbe only one of the city which was open 
during the dme of the two fieges 
Patna, ^ being eflpemed a <nixe^iLf|r * 
con^unica^n with the fadory, by tdie 
guns whereof it #as cover^ i Aat he 
therefore Imagines, the (hutting of it 
up muft proceed ather from a pique 
to Mr. Ellis, or an intention to dimi^ 
nifli the EnglUh influence in the coun- 
try, . That for thefe realbtts, and as it is 
attended with great inconvenience to us, 
and no advantage to die Nabob, he a- 
agrpes in opinion with Mr. Hay in re- 
gard 
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gar4 to opening it, and removing the 
intrenchinent the water- fide. 

Major Adams is of opinion, that 
'Ae ijitttting of this gate is of no advan- 
to the Nabob; that fo farirom 
iftrengthening the city, he thinks it fa- 
ther contributes to weaken it, and has 
an appearance of a jealoufy fubfifling, 
which may be prejudicial to the Compa- 
ny’s afiairs, and to the Nabob himfblf ; 
and that thereforp the Prefident ou^^ to 
write to the Nabob,, to infift u^}t‘ A® 
gates ban? opeh<^i^ and R 
fagoteft froin 
tracking of beats.* 



A LET;rER to the Nabob was then 
prepared according to the opinion of the 
Board, and according to the ufual courfe 
went under the hand and feal of the Pre- 
fident j which being the fwm prefetibgd 
the Court of.Dired:ojs for the coun- 
try correfpondence I always obferved, al- 
though the letter on tiiis, and many a- 
ther occafions, was contrary to my own 
fentiments. The following is of 

• * the 
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the letter wrote the Nabob in confe- 
quence of the foregoing refolutions. , 

Nabob, February 19, 1763. 

«* f i H E chief and council of the 
JL Patna factory have represented 
to m6 and the Council of Calcutta, that 
by Ihutting up the Burbunna gate or 
wicket trf" the city, all the fervants of the 
fadtcSry are fubje<3:ed to great inconveni- 
ence in going to and from their houles, 
and the* Company’s bufinefs impeded j 
and further, that by carrying on a wall 
or intrenchment from the baftion to the 
watcr-fide, boats are prevented from 
tracking up to the factory, and will be 
obliged to pull up on the other fide,, 
whicli ’will be a grc^t inconvenience to 
the bufinefs of the Company, and the 
gentlemen of the factory. And as it ap- 
pears, that the Burbunna gate has 
ways been open for twenty years paft; 
and that during the troubles when the 
city was befieged, the faid gate was of 
particular fervice, as alhftance went by 
that road from the fadory for the de- 
VoL. II. X fence 
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fence of jthe.c^i ^ thie itl 

up at thi§, tipaeAas nPt% gppd- s^p.^|-- , 
ancc, but raifes diftruft and jealoufy in 
the ^a^ds of the pcoplpj the 

inha|)itants with apprehen^ons^ a| if 
there fubfifted not a ^rfe£t frj^nd^p 
between jQi^ and QPP^iiPy ¥*4^®? 
fuch reports are. equa% 0ej^^^ t% 
your, affairs, and tl^e 99P3R¥t3^’s, and 
’is uiirearpnable 9 hr^ 

ftrpi^Qns in, l;he 

bufitRfi% PR Aat 1^ 

tc^,: iRiR;%r^prg.t^|bjf^^^^^ 
pp|> 

gate; andl-write toypn tberciore^^af^pi^dr. 
ingto the advice of the CQunci],.to define, 
you will order it tp be. kept, open 35. be^ 
fore, as reports qf this, kind* tp. ptpjns. 
dipe or diminilh thp Cornpafly’s. 
will’ not, be admitted > ¥»d,th¥ 
order thf waU or. iptren^tp^ti%tn^d|e- 
baftipn tp the liyeR-dde ftJ,.- ip^ 
lupk a. Etiajmer, that th^ern^y be^-rpopj^ 
for the boat people tq tra^k 
A5 youT-copiplianc^ herewidi cafRjh^.at" 
tended wifft np lpJ^0E,liind5^e£tP-J¥>?i 

af¥?s» 
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it' s? iKceffar^ t&at ydu Mmedi- 
ately otders accordingly, tHal 
pcbple may fer there is to entire cOftfi^ 
dcnce' tod ‘ fticttiMdp. between 70U and' 
tfie Cbmpahy, and^alfjedotdtes torf ap^ 
y^hbnddnsf may he remnvedi’’' 

'jpns rea^nin^i^ the ConncB upo# 
tfie ibregc^^ iu^eiS; Msrsows^ m' tHis^ 
toiftntt up the gs^ of tHur^y; and’ 
olofe die- hr^cK’ >r padligo between* 
that} aadr Ao river>‘ wtJ&id* hiwo an -dp-* 
peattoCe-' of a jealo^^ o# djfegreefmdat^ 
between the Nabob djfd the Company ; 
wherefore he fhould be wrote t& iH’ a- 
peremptory manner to keep them open 5 
alttf' if^ <hd* not comply, Jklr. Eilis 
ifiould Open them by fereei K nibft e^c- 
tfadrdmary' mt^hod for^removing all ap- 
pearance of jeatbufy' tod dlfegreement ! ' 
With re^jed: to ‘ the gdnge, the whole* 
®3ard agreed with me m the impttxpri- 
e^ of Mt; Ellis’s keying it ; and the- 
foltewirfg redblution was made; 

X 2 


With 
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. ** With refpe*^ to the gunge, it is 
unanimpufly agreed by die Board, that 
inftead thereof, a limited number of 
licenced fliopkeepers fhall be eftablifli- 
cd, to fupply with provifions the bazars 
of the army and the factory y that they 
lhall not however become a gunge, or 
wholefale market, but ereft their {hops 
and {lorehoufes in fuch place, as {hall 
be agreed on between the chief and No- 
bit Roy y and fuffer the ufual cuftoms 
to be colleded by a drpga on the part of 
th^ governnaent j/ aod. th^ j^y|Ms.,beijD^ 
Arne* the ^ 

moved.” 

The next confiiltation the zzd, was 
taken up with reading the firmauns and 
grants ; and it was agreed, that the le- 
veral members &ould prepare their opi- . 
nions upon the regulations I had made 
with the Nabob; and the Extent of the 
privileges of our privatp trside, hy^ way 
of anfwer to the follovring fix quef- 
tions. . , 

** First, 
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' ** F I R s T, Whether by the firmaun, 
and fubfequent treaties, we have a right 
to trade in every article, whether for 
foreign of inland trade, duty free ? 

SBCONiu, Whether any duties ought 
to be paid to the country government 
on fait, beetle-nut, tobacco, dr any b- 
ther iUticles ? 

Third, Whether the Gdinpany’s 
duftuck fhall be for the future granted 
for fuch articles ? 

Of late the trade of fait from Calcut- 
ta, up the country, has been carried on 
by the Englifh inhabitants in general, 
who, having firft paid the duties at HOog- 
ly, and having got die h>ugedar’s duf- 
tuck or rowana, had then a^pallport or 
certificate firom the Prefideiit to accom- 
pany it. 

Fourth, Whether certificates fhould 
in future be granted to any but the Com- 
pany’s fervants ? 

Fifth, Whether the Englifli gomaf- 
tahs, in any part of the three provinces, 
fiiall be fubjeft in any manner to the 
X 3 controul 



|io 4 Ka ? » A5r I y » 

officii* ihp yo ^iiy jyy 
l^ycrijmepi, j^d Jbow fei: ? - . 

Jf not, how t^ rs^-s 

lato ^e djfpjites that tmy k^ppn 
|iyixt them and the cpuntiy govetuntept, 
^d particularly in parts, where w§ 

have no fadtory?” 


-V .V * 

At the fame confultation (rfic aid 
of February) was read the following let- 
ter of complaint from Ludkypoot. ' 

^ Mr. to 

""•iril'c-iVi.-rfciV-j ', . , ;'jf- 



f* T Addressed die ‘ 14^1 liiftaiit, 

A and informed you, that fhe houfb* 
of Golam Hofifein and Mahomed Gazyi 
fervants of this fad:(^, were ,be&t by 
Aga N^am, Mahomed Alice’s deputy 
at Jugdea. I have iShce received int^li- 
gence, diat on die' iath ili^hi^i*A^ 
Nazam had fummoned dtefe |>ec^|e 
fuRender on that dayj diclet^fbijuence 
of which was, die mothet ^4 filter tooM 
poifoa, but infill reEdf h^g ^iil 
th^, diey areyefaiivei thfe l^found 

meana 
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'^ilpe By a ‘B^L aAd 
feft titeB: *f6 -Aie ms^y 

Nii^afi&v ’'^^d *©£ ooutfe has yhin<3er<Sd 

'©nfe df ^ Wdmeii 
4ii^k^ t>geb ’^6-b«i 

a '4a5?%5 wliat is bSftSaa^ df 
ftferi Ihe inSaiiti ^d other WdlSSei^ -I 
■cahriBt tdl, feht lUiVe fetat people fb 
4'to ^elr ‘them,. I bittft ftiform -yob, 
that thefe tbrb ftiett bte of i eobfiderabie 
fbttiiyi trhd havb klwiys been mikh 
fefpeaed in the country, and remsbkebk 
for their attachment to the Engliflb, par- 
ticularly in tiie yeair 1756, when they 
afforded prote<3ibn and affiftancc to our 
ftstsmts, a fotie that it ifras rrfufed 
by the Ffenefo itod every bnc. elfc at 
Jugdeav I iddi^ you a letter, whtc^ 
I rteciv^ from Sywi Buddull Cabrn, a 
fougedar^ appointed by Mahonlld iUlfee 
in tjibfe diftriftSi tb whom I krote bh 
this occafioni by which this aQ: feerhs 
^have been done by Mahohied Alice’s 
dirSOddhSi: I alfo enfclofe to you co|lics 
of !^^o letters ftbfii S^ed BuHdiii Cadrri, 
and Aga Niaam, to-Golam Hbffeinand 
, X 4 Maho- 
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Mahomed^Gazy, recommending the lat- 
ter, to quit the Engliih employ, if he 
experts to have any favor flievyn him. 
By &efe letters, and other circumftances 
ft appears, that their being fervants of 
the Englifh, is the foie caufe of their 
misfortunes. Therefore, I have affur- 
ed them, that you will not f^ rf ^ ob- 
taining all poflible redrefs ; and what 
further particulars I may he able to leam 
of this affair, I will hereafter comnottuii- 
cate to you. 

Our cloth bufineft intheManoigpange 
perganah, the 

ny’s fprtraents are rnade, is entirely put 
a flop to by one Comar Alice Wadadar 
there, and our gomaftahs and other fcr- 
vants have been obliged to return to 
Luckypoor, leaving a large fum oiit- 
ftandir^, in the pykars and weavers b^ds . 
This Comar AHee i^ the perfon who or- 
dered, by publick beat, of tom-toni, ffiat 
none of his tenants fliouldr'at their pe- 
ril, tranfad: any buhnefs with the Eng- 
lilh, of which Mr. Billei^ adviied,you> 
in his addrefs of the zzd ultimo. ; 

To 



^rar^a^ions in Bengal. 313 

To what we have from time to time 
alledged agamft Mahomed AUee, give 
me leave to obferve, that his rapacious 
cruelty is fi) conipicudus, in the unheard- 
of opjttcffivc meafures, taken by him in 
the perganahs hereabouts, and £b 
cularly aim at thofe people that are> and 
havd been in our employ, or any way 
negotiating with us ; that it leemis his 
de%n is, to the utmoft of his power, to 
throw every obftacle in our way in the 
courfe of trade, both > Company’s and 
private, but more particularly the latter> 
that a powerful inveterate enemy can 
fuggeft. How far. we have fu®:fed in 
ottt-^ivato concerns, is partly known to 
you^ by the account tranfinitted you by 
filers. Several of our boats have 
that been flopped on varigps pre- 
^Icnces, although we have paid the Na- 
bob’s duties as in former times. 

Yesterday advife was brought me, 
that fome people belonging to the go- 
vernment were meafiiring our grounds, 
in order to take poffeffion <d them, and 
had demanded rents from 6ur tenants.. I 

immediately 



\ 

Wm ’St 1lte«r ^ejtoy% pe- 

e<ft|^yed tonliifstfC- 
I feized tJsdfe 
■jpeopfc ^4 numbter of men coHfeiSed ^lem:- 
felves together, arid have bash phmdef- 
ihg drehonlbS 'Of octt 
tied snvay' their cattle, &e. ^is Ms 
obliged tot to fend a itfong party /6f^ 
ieepoys to Ae extent of dto^ botiftds, Tt>' • 
prevent ahy f&ittiferlnjfehs of fte 
f dioxight it t&: Infb^ yob W 

Ms"citentoMR«r#‘ ^ 1 

by Mahomed Alf^^s pafty.’*' 

tjfeoN it was ttfblytd to feizt the 
three oMccfs of 'the government ojm- 
plalned againd: 5 hi Which rcfbltition I 
agreed j fbit aa. Ae i^vteftlbn Was ttbW, 
whether die a^hg petfons tdmplaitt^ 
againft Ihould be Mzed, or W^ thade 
dire«ftly with the Kabob 1 coff- 

ciitted in die fortnef, as t yet dM 
doubt but me Nabob woiild fubntit to 
any terms, that ihodid- M pr^pefed tb 

him 
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into a„w«v , .. .; ■ 

Tub 1^^ cool^tadon (tbe ijft of 
March) the opinioa^ of all t^jH^mhers 
were delivered in up(m the fix qu^lHons 
piepo&d dbe 22id of Fehniagr , Ilia 
. m^orky* declared the extent of the pri- 
^ of our private trade to be usli«^ 

\ ^ which had 

. Jbid^^rto been paid to the country govern? 
'fe^t' on fidt, and feme other articles, 
^eth only a compliment which might 
^ continued or opt, as we pleafed. This 
p^enhon nsnft ^pear to alj reafonable 
jam as unjaft.iH it was new; for who 
paapippo^ the l^gpl emperor memt 
finnaiui,.to give us a right to trade 
from place }p pl^e in the center of his 
own. country upon a better footing than 
hjf own fubje<^? His granting us an 
exemption from cuftoqrs,. upon our fo-* 
reign or fliipping tnde is natural, becauie 
it was attended with the double advan~ 
toige of »giving. vent to the manufadures 
of his dominions, and imporring bullion 
and other ufeful conunodities. ^uch 

has 
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itaisf already bet^ liud upon this fubjed, 
and we will come' now to the ieveral 
opimons of the members of the Board, 
whidh were as follows. 

"EiXtraSi of Confultationof the if of Mxcch, 

*763- • » • 

‘*iy^R. Watts is of opiniofi, in 
A anfwer to fbe qneftions prop#!f^ 
ed laft Council day. * ' • 

' First, That by Ac firthauns "amd . 
hufbui hookums,^ Ae Sngli A EaR Tndei 
Coinpany . aii^^i6^i(^ls^d 'tigf^ ^ 

tiadein 

dofbiR empire, ciAer for foreign .6rtin-» 
land trade ; and that duftucks ougR to 
be given with any articles ; and that Meet 
MAomed Jaffier Alice Cawn, in his 
treaty, has very particularly confirmi^ 
Ae fame for Ae provinces, - under Ac 
ftrbAdarrcc of* Beng^. 

Second, That duties ought ndt to be 
paid to Ae country goveimncnt on fiilt, 
beetle-nut, tobacco, dr inf articles Aat 
have a duftuck wi A Aem. 

Third, 
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Third, That duilucks be granted 
with fuch articles-for the future. 

Fourth, That no paffports or certi-: 
licates fhould he granted, to Company’s 
iervantsor others, but that fait have a 
duftuck with it, if the fcde property of a 
Company’s fervant^ but not to other 
Engliih ii^abitants. 

Fifth* That the Prefident, in his Jet- . 
ter to the Nabob, has given up the pri-: 
vilege which the Company enjoyed by 
this finnaun ; and therefore he continues 
in the fame fentiinents, as in the conful- 
tation of the 17th. of January. ' 

Sixth, That/ubje^ng ouf, Engli^ 
g omaftaha , to^the .cpnnQ7 goyernin^it, 
would entirely prevent ^us fmm carrying ' 
Off our trade ; nor is there any. ner^ty 
for any regulations in thole parts where ■ 
we have an Engliih faGwy ; but in the 
diftant parts of the provinces fomething 
is neceliary to be eftablilhed, as well for 
preventing our gomaftahs from bejng 
guilty of oppreffions to th6 countrypeo- 
ple, as to keep the officers of the go- 
vernment from behaving in the L|pnner 

they 



lirif^ha-ve ktetydoak That this point 
can only he ^ Na^b 

> '|ili6. Marriott is of opinion, that^ 
AeRpefident ought to have waited tilf 
he could have feceive# an an^cr-ftom' 
ihs Board, before he wrote letter 
to the Nabob, as no^ paragraph ^ Aef 
Board’s letter to the Ptefidfent appe^ to 
authorize hinr to conclude a tte^with-^’ 
out their a^nohatidB> Unlefit their' 
Ihij^te^ to Iwft^ 'a^^dfSr 
.thO'MahOb-oi# ji;' vd A 
.-cefity ’Of 

chtifottOdinto vdiictefte^ides 

non imagine was the intention off fhe^ 
Bov^. That in r^ard'fo thetteaty^it-*' 
it differs far from our firmaun 
fiHmudsrgrsmted’ in - confequencoof ©ur 
teenies 'wath: Sen^ Dowla and; Jfitffietp 
Ahae Gawn#. fartmidaidy * in; giwng* = 

ow' right? of ^^ring daiftucks 
land teatfe: ^tfatiti^h. femes few attkdes; 
may have Imest denieid u# ttadlng ia> 
by the coimtry, gpvernn^^ttj tmleiil wo; 
paid ^|pie& ^ them), hokwiidifeam^^ 


our 



ojji; ^cQfltt^. 

i^efld ^9 t^in& qC our firipa^^ 

privy^ege?!,; ai^, §J^o, i^ fqJ^IUog QUK 
an4 dpgeii^^g^ tQ,-^e i^er 
t^g|pe^9W^9t’ajpri^^ 

0|i 9vei3§ 9fiCa^^^ tOf Ije. 
their cqjjj;^ wJtwqbt is g5<?l%.4w^ 
tqrg tp,t^ft.ei^i|h q^e, ajq4wuft take 
tk^.; MTP. <»^ht m 

ths.c5mn^^ Sid4i9^.i^.bw4n^^ 

V0^b94bjle,tp be.qurrjfi qnr a^^4 wiik 
gceja^y, gi^udiqq .npt 
aiid buf^aJ^bJyitoce tbegncci 

of. every article qf the Company’s, in-, 
veihpentr That £o £u &on» h4i(mitt|j^ 
o}^ gcpj^ailaha aiM4.4cpq»dfj^s tp,t% go.^ , 
yepnp«»^s court? of judwi^e, om firi-^ 
occurs all onn depenlent? 
that are indebted to- us and-rnn .away, to 
be. unraediately, delivered up.tp ua j and 
that^thegovernment’s people ihould give, 
us all the aflidance.they canon.%:h an oc- 
Cfi^on, in order to recover our demands, 
T HAT in regard to exchange of mo- 
n^, a? we have ap undoubted li^t ,tO; 
Oeift.-lkcas; from fin^u^a^ fun-- 

nuds. 
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nuds, we ought to infift on thoie we coin 
ihould pafs } but tolfeviate any lofe that 
might ariie by batta on hccas of a dif- 
ferent mint at another place, we Ihould • 
get ftamps of the fevcral mints where 
we have occafion to fend money, and 
coin with thofe feamps accordingly. 

For thcfe reafens, I entirely dilfent 
to the treaty. The ill confequences mufe 
now appear too plain evejy where, it be- 
ing a dangerous iyftem to trull the go- 
vernment’s people with fo great a power. 
Their charaSer of.b^hg rap^ioua^apd ' 
^rannical wou0i^;l£ |S^ght^ 
weir known to every one. I am further' 
of opinion, the laid letter of the Prefi- 
dent |o the Nabob Ihould be deniand- 
ed back, or hereafter bad confequences 
may arife from it. 

I N reply to the different ^ticle#. pro- 
pofed by the Board, Mr. Marriott is of 
opinion, that by the lirmaon and'lubfe- 
quent treaties,, we have a right to trade ' 
in foreign and inladd articles of trader 
if a direct affertion is a fufficient |Mpci^ * 
and not* one fingle article of trade pio-‘ 

hibited 
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lit by the fii^aun, &c. That 
the government den *ng us to trade in 
« few articles, mthout we pay duties on 
them, is ufarping an. dutlK^ify they for- 
merly tvore forbid, a$ by the t<^or 
the firmaun it appears $ that funhec u- 
^irpations, and limiting our trade, were 
atretnpted by Aliverdee Cawn’s minif- 
ters, in re^<^ of p^dng duties on fu- 
gar ; and whkb the Company rcmon- 
much againft, suid defire we will 
-mice care dieie things may not be brought 
into a precedent j whfch thews the opi- 
nion they entertained of thefe encfoach- 
-menes $ and by thek ieveral regulations 
and dufiocks, it {dasn- 

ly appears, they only meant ^eir fik- 
"vanlt fibouid ffot cover any black mer- 
chants goods, ^ others, that had not die 
privil^e of a dufittck i and by thsn: means 
defraud the govemtnent of die dudes 
they would oihefwilt have toileted on 
die merchants goods } which in ca^ 
of being detected, might have been a 
pka for ftopping the Coir^i^y’s befi- 
sieis, and embroiling dieir j#airs< 

VoL. II. Y That 
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That in coi^eq«eiQ<» of-:,^e gpr 
vernineht’s collerang a ^ 

we for the naioft haye ^qui- 
e£ced in» a duty thoCild them, at 

one place, and a dated fum fbr each 
hundred maun^, at fit r?te th^ 
mercl^ts ]^^,^^d.-thc l^t p^ .wth 
die Company’s duftuck (mt>t0 particn- 
larly asi it is the pmdua of t^eir own 
jagh^ers} and .the 

duties' '5^^ 

any 

dufck. That, as the Company’s duf- 
tuck has been granted for beetle-nut, 
and tobacco, they are articles we flioidd 
not give up, but continue the Compar 
ny’s duftuck fbrthofe articles according- 
ly.’ That our acquiefeing in paying du- 
ties on Mif ought to be looked on as a 
concedion oh oiir parts, as the demand- 
ing them is certainly ah infringement of 
our firmaun privileges j but as the other 
fubahs have received them, the Nabob 
has cultom to plead for his receiving 
- them 
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them alfo; and as we have fupported 
him in all his antient privileges, we 
ought to continue this to him, that it 
might not bc.detrimental to his revenues. 

That ' the granting a certificate to 
Englifli inhabitants trading in ffl[t for 
wh^t they purchafe, has no bad cpnfc- 
quence attending it, as this interferes 
not witih any branch of the Company’s 
trade j and he therefore thinks the Preli- 
dent fhould grant them to thofe who 
are not covenanted forvants. ^ 

That the fubjc£king our gomailahsto 
the controul of the officers of the coun- 
try goveftiment, mufl, he conceives, be 
attended widi the worft of confequences, 
sesitis giving up one of ourfirmaun privi- 
leges, which ihufi; make us .efteemed 
very light in the" ^es of the generality 
of people, and coniequently treated with 
contempt by them, and be the means 
of depriving our gomailahs of the influ- 
ence neceflfary for carrying on the leaf! 
bufinefs. That in order to prevent our 
gomaftahs from making a bad ufe of their 
authority, and injuring or diminiffiing 
Y 2 the 
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ikhc government’a revenu^^ <»r 
ing :the leftil in them (this, bcnng one of 
lilt chief articles of complaint ^j^nft 
onr gmnaflahs) th^ (bould be ag^po*- 
fitively forbid holding hsids, villages, 
gunges, dec. of ^e goverameot;- ; imd 
an immediate example nude t|u:de 
that diibbey j and then no other matters 
of difpute can arife, but in thole of 
trade when. tho. par^ injnried: J^tdd 
apply for redrefa. to^ the. pf the 

near# 

. .^ke the 

appear and anfwer to the complaint, if 
appearing true ; and a few fevere exam- 
ples made on the gomaftahs, wpnld, I 
iiatter tny^lf, in a ihort time, have 

and no injuilice he eptomit- 
ted by Bngliih. gomaftaha in fntpre. 

Mr. Hay’s 

My r^ons for joining with the o- 
ther manbers of the Board, prdfent the 
17th of January, in paffing ^ <U;nfure 
on the Prefident, minuted in the conful- 

tation 
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tatioa of that day, are, that by the 
treaty or written fecurity that the Go- 
vernor paiSed to the Nabob, the princi- 
pal rights and privij^^ of the Englifh 
Comity* granted .them by the King’s 
firmann, and huibul-hookuiois from 
Delly, confirmed and fully explained fcty 
the treaties witihi Serajah Dowla» and 
Meet JaSer Cawn, and eryoyed fince 
ihoic treaties* almoft in full, are given 
up, without one fingle advantage gained 
for the Company ; but, on the contra- 
ly, the total lofs of the Englilh credit 
and reputation in thefe provinces, which 
has been declining thefe two years pafl:, 
was the vifible ccmfequcnce of this agree- 
ment to every one who few it, and was 
the leafe acquainted vrith the nature of 
the country people ; and it now grieves 
me to think, that the wifeft regulations, 
and die moft fteadycondudof this Board, 
wUl not be able to prevent the immedi- 
ate b^^ efie&s of this ill concerted, wd 
unauthorized proceeding of Mr. Van- 
fittart, as too plainly appears from the 
kttors received /rom the khofdmates, 
Y 3 and 
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and the general cbinplaints cCidil oiif t— 
gents andgomaflaKs i .1«rhich diert 
is where a ftop td, t>r great 

incumbrances on our bufinefs ; Rnd that 
dur fetvants are particiilarly ill ufed and 
opprefled. . . 

I N confidering the argtime^ts for and 
againft the prefent treaty, ' entered into 
with the Nabob by the Pr^fident, it is 
abfblutely neceflary,' to diefotn^g a trues 
juid^ent 'dn die affi&'i that ^e {mjuft- 
m^thods* ufed in 'l&ie '66(^tty confts, as 
as‘^itB»' lUefdlods praBifi^ 

ih ''^^u^D^^’their 
affairs, riiduld be continually in yourmind. 

.The irtipoffibility of carrying on bu~ 
finef^, when iubjefted to the counlay 
Courts, I think, mtift appear plain to 
cvey’ one, when it is confidered, that 
for ^ funis ofUIOftiy recovered in them, 
you are obliged to pay, befides dm- ex- 
pence of the ctHirt, a chout^ osP twen- 
ty-five per cent, oh thfrinofity recover- 
ed ; which, if the Bn^ffi- do not futodt 
to pay, it vvilPali^ys be the intend 
the zepiindars, &c. to ag^dnft 

- them* 

* A fourtb part. 
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tl:^. I only .mcntioii.as one of 

the; nnmberleis ^eyances we' fl^uld 
%fferi if %bjeSe4 to authority. 

The eottUtiy^ taetchai^.^ are fcnhhle of 
the; iaai^ffibility^i^nf^^ tm bnfinefs 
under fuch difadvStotages, and are fh^e- 
fore .obliged to -buy the proteilion of 
fimje pei^a of authority hr the gpyep- 
ment (tf tthdur owa infiuenpe i§ not fuf- 
ficient) which fets tiiem- above the reach 
of Ac lower 2 emindars o£ the country, 
proteSs^ Aem from Ae violence of all,' 
and at Ae fame time gives Aem a kind, 
of judicial auAority, fo-fsa as to confine 
the weavers and pic^, .when Aey ean- 
notFiegOyer AcirAa3ai|C^ftoni.Acn| o- 
Aerwife. This being ^de.rftoed» f 
imagiao was Ae ^ia^ip^ reefon for Ae 
Company's bemg.^.fo an expepco 
in procuring Aea fiiiaa^n and htdbul* 
hookums, which exempt yAe Cowp^y 
from Aofe mconyeniencicsj and li^wife 
cd> the great care Aat was tAou tQjpre-r 
ferve them m - .their full forqe, hy Ae 
treaties wiA SerajA Powla» and Meer 
Jafficr Ca-wh, , 

y 4 Before 
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tbe couiirtry many months paftj for 
it is 1^ to be conceived, that people 
treated ia Uie manner they have been, 
OHild haw it in thdr power to be guilty 
of ^fe €X^va^;ant violences and eoor« 
mities, which they arc reprefeated tohave 
been by Mr. yanfittart. Thus mudi pre- 
tni&d^ I fliall’oow confidcr Mr. Vanfit- 
fccori^, or obligation to 
the Nabd>, article by article. 

In the firft, Mr. Vanfittart has given 
up the right winch die Company have by 
their firmaun, hufbul-hookums and fub- 
i^uent treaties, of granting dulhicks 
except for dup merchanthze, laid a tax 
oS nine per <xnt. on all ^ther 
md in a imniier acknowledged, ' that the 
Eng^ijfh do carry on their trade by forqc 
or violence, extortion, or unfair dealing. 

I THINK the Board could never have 
juiHficd themfeiva for giving up the 
Company’s privileges in this manner; 
and of courfc that Mr.’Vanfittart, un~ 
anthcH^oi as he was to enter into any 
treaty, cx>uid have no right to do it; 
but fnppofe it otherwife, how was it to 

be 
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be deteniiined', tidiich wtte‘, and wHicb 
were not, 3i^ 4iieiefeBndiEfe ^'Mr.- V 
fittart iiideid, in a fubfeqaeM arfic1e> 
ttas lell Aat to be determined by dtb^ 
'wbofe iritereft it muft be to detenmne 
Aem not be fb. In the arguments nfed 
for the tax of nine per cent; on the 
trade fr6m one part of the countty td 
another, it is throughout infinuated, that 
fois is lefs than what' has- been -ufmdly 
paid ; and Mr . Vanfitt^ ^[lat 

die trade of this kind,^ ifoiit 
carii^ on Iti £dt,‘ iBcc; ht has paM ^ 
ccRiIntr^dutMi^V 

ledge, as well as enquiry, I have r^on 
to think, that of the innumerable arti- 
cles traded in, in diis way, only lalt and 
tobacco have paid any j the former of 
which, by far the moft coniiderable, I 
believe Idt year, in a mediimi/ did not 
pay above diree per cent, although we 
futoiitted to pay the eftabliihed coimtiy 
dtrties. Mr. Vanfittart, on being aik^ 
in Council laft Tuesday, what thoie 
tides were tiiat he meant by fait, ficc* I 
replied only fait, for that he ncvei 

ed 
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ed m smy oAcr. How iU thea is his ' 
argument fappoited by his declamtica 
whea expla^i^^ On i^e whole, I be- 
lievf^ WEiare hjTr^s aitic^, iaftead of 
du^h:^, wlueh 1 idbiak we 
have an undoubted right te^ Ic^ed with 
a duty more than^double whatispaidby 
^riie Dutch, Armenians,' or anyipeople <i“ 
riii^CiOuh.tty.--. r. , 

T h e acfenowhd^g then in a pub^ 
lick writii^, . that the . En^Jih do cany 
on their trade by fort^, or violence, ex- 
tortion or unfair' dealings as I imagine, 
without any foundation for fuch ^fer- 
rion, is lb hurtful^ t9< the. n^u^tion uf 
*tha£nglilh;m, rim i»untry,r^ that! jfook 
m it in the iame li^]^ that I du ^giving 
up .rile privileges of the firn^xu 
By th« feccuid article, contrary t© 
the privileges riiat the EngUih enjoy by 
grants and treaties, thenrielves and go- 
maftahs are fubjeaed to the Jurifdidion 
the Q^aneft officer that the Nabob em- 
ploys, without the liberty of an appeal. 

, I FiNU fo many objeaions of the iame 
natureaswcremade tothelaft, to be made 

to 
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to te, wA treaty, 

rixat i Adtt i ^ wl^ 

of the liaiiMig articles* that bybeif^ 
debiiaed the liberty q£ making i&l^ we 
arc deprived ci a privilege, that emy 
perfbn, Europeam and othm m ihye 
countey, have but oful^ea. : ' 

Tkat the givihg up the .right tjf 
coining in the did^rent mints, is over?* 
letting a privilege jpianUid from DeiSy. ' 
T H A T the th]»«iQg,the vhbletnnie 
Adkm and , Rangamiettec intci the 
hfu^ of (me A 

laiiy, if whsft Mr. Vanfittart advances be 
jidl, that the duty cm cotton , alone in 
that country brings in a revenue of 
40,000 rupees j which, if you luppofe at 
five per cent., mull be railed on 806*^0 
rupees wmth; which, if thus motu^po- 
liz^ mt^ greatly rai^ the price (^riiat 
arti(^, and of coiule the prk^of ckdii. 

Upon the whcde, I think^u: written 
Iccurity Ihould be demanded of the Na- 
bob, smd dellroyed, to prevent in figure 
limes* when our afiairs may not be in 

the 
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flofUhiiig fitoaticm tkejr tat at 
prte&tit ih Bengali in regard to Ibice* a 
l> 9 d U& b(di% coadb it ; for^ it is pro* 

gof^^ wonl^ in 
£«^ of sp^ baitid in the 

fiOtti^iy, 11& of k to inesdaik^the 
privileges the EngHih enjojr 

hv^ 9 Mil*ho<^tunB> «iri trea^. 
lit «nfim toqttekicn& the I 
Tcs* . 

To qiiedion;the 2d, No. 

To qucfUon the 3d, Yes. * 

T o quekion the4th. That certihcates 
ihould be given after the duties are paid. 

To queftion the.5dh». Not at. all. . 

‘ to qttdhtcsi'^ 6id^ i:hy, 
a» {(rnmAy^ agreeaUer to the .finnaim, 
Imt i^t n pUa be ki(L down, ^ 
JBoard, to- |n«ef^t: my diijaries being 
dc»ie hy the Bnglifh gon^fb^, and. for 
-puniihing them that are guiky, whkk 
1 think may be well done by acomtait* 
tee appointed for that pnrpc^, who 
iho\dd receive all complaints and tqn- 
peals from fubordinates, or die agents 
refiding, with authority the Boai^f in 

thofe 
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quarters, and examifte them ; and 
as' it appear? that great part, if not the 
whok, ^die troubles diat have hap-, 
pened tb the Engliihk and dteir gomat 
tahs of late, are owing to die orders ifeit 
over the country by the Nabob, 'I thu^ 
it highly neeeffarjr, that Mt have always 
a fenior fcrvant,. refidait with die Na- 
bob, who fhonld be acquainted with all 
orders regarding the Englifli. This I 
think we have’ a i%ht 'tti demand, and 
is what ^e ihouM as it will in 

future prevent 

rant* of the fottttfc ^ W 
we have lately been. 

Mr. Johnstone thinks, the Prefi- 
dent’s letter to the Nabob, containing 
the new regulations he intended to efta- 
bliih, is from its abje^ * ftik, as wdl 
as conceflions, highly diihonoddik to ns, 
and fuch as could not fail of mining our 
tta& and influence, and Teducing us 
lower than ever the Englifh were yet at 
any- period in this country > that die 

Prefitibnt 

* The ftile of this letter is thefamc always «fed 
in addrelles to the Nabob. 
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Prefident without authority, .or any ur- 
gent neceffity that yet appears, or can be 
conceived, reCgned to the Nabob thoie 
rights aq4,pnyiJeg®5 we ^e jCntitled to 
by the anid fuTbJfequent treaties, 

and have hitherto enjoyed, by vime of 
them. I ft. By diftinguiftung the Cpm-: 
pany’s trade that of their feiyants, 
arid agreeing to an if^orbitant duty of 
nine per cent, on all articles of the in- 
land trade, without diftinftion .or exa- 
mination of what had ufually been paid 
on any of thofe nicies at the different 
fubordinates, eftablifliing the rule upon 
that paid by the gentlemen of Lucky- 
popr ♦, thoughrea^t^Sly tni^tioncd by 
them to be more thm what was pa^ 
at Dacca, and known to be above dou- 
ble the duty. paid hcretoforc at Hoogly ^ 
and though 61t was. the only ardple in 
his own private inland trade, that the 
Prefident .repaenibers to have ever paid 

any 

* It has been Ihewn already in j^ge 140, 4 at 
the duty paid at Luckypoor upon fait was fifteen 
per cent, and on beetle-nut tenj whereas the regu- 
lations propofed by me fixed it at nine per cent. 
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is a liberty not denied to any nat^e of 
the conn tiy; and by which their for- 
tunes have tfeen, and are endangered, as 
no time was allowed for coHedling in 
the moii^ they had hddotttj and the' 
balances due could Gtily be recofvefed, by 
receiving the fait from the molunge^ 
they had employed. The' article order- 
ing widiOut any limitadon, that all puf- 
chafes lands^ made by any of the fef- 
vants of our fa<ftories, ihould be refign- 
ed, was, I think imjuft and difhohora- 
ble to us ; as if our fcrvants, where they 
paid the due demands to the government, 
were not entitled to our proteftion. 

ThK ^irticlc dirdSing, that the chkfs 
and fervants of the fa(^nes, »e not 
to hinder the wdtvers and brokers of the 
goremment, has been confidered as giv- 
ing foil power- to the Nalwb’s ■ officers 
over thofe people, and may turn to the 
ruin of the Company’s mvelbnent, as 
appears by the proceedings of Mahomed 
Allee at foe Dacca aurungs. 


VoL. II. 


The 


Z 


4 

qf c(H.^|^ ^ ' miij^ Qjf 

pro^qa^ was 

1^., ^ cqrrei^ 4*»s^ at ^o& 

p^es without 4i£boufit» ws^. piehhog 
up what the Cou^giiy could ^n^d ^ 
right?; -^-.... /^•.s-^ '..■ 

O^i^iNC ^ puichj^ at .pi^pa* 
rah, to be' xua# ^ 

Nabob’? dpa^ fm iBlHaS^gamt of 
oar tig^ of a 
tc4 apd^uga^ this 
,(Uke -Q^n, 

yen'hoB.:€^ deK^.,. : , ,- 

T H p ininute of the Bimrd the 17th 
pf . January^ op ^e ._proceedi|ig$ ^ ^ 
Prefideat^ theicfore to me a|>p6aqrs wel^ 
pounded*, ai^ 1 dui)h the p&^ rn^ht 
to be rectwe^ 4^^!^ tl^ 
dcftjrqgrqd# , Ip 

oeyer jb^ii^ahli^^ed 4^ u?. 

Next, ia «g^ ^^i^ejaiosispi^ 
pofed, 1 think, ; , v S , v : ;- 

First, That by.vii^ of t^ fir- 
maun, hu|bul-h©okiwis, .^dJ^jfeuieis 

with 
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Sei^aB/tbwla afid Hear JalBar 
Clrvm> ifid thdbr 

fei¥a^, ha#' k mf re^ 

i^ and 

&r’iSag^ ik 

beoj a&rhSted hy tlie ponrer tk 
blits bsTosne '0tti- terei^on» frocn -fihe 

wr be%^^ as a gbod argaasc^ ^ixba- 
|j(bt<& thciti» wheii we became p^ezfiyi 
esiei^ m s^Sstt iiiem. T^y w&te c&k-^ 
bliibed as jldl^ ami ctesofy is could be 
exprefibd in pubHck tireaHes ^eii 
coodbdi^ aiid in ioqimds' apd dol^ks 
alt)efvrae& & 
fiWwIa 



rflttte dttf. 
wherever it wW g^ted. And 
tbefe funnuds . sd^ly 1f<r fiich 

quarters, wh^ dk Company had fac- 
tmibS eud amiings, but eompr^nded 
alh) ^ the diftant frontier provinces^ 
where they had not die leaft trade of 
iuiyidnd, as Rungpoor, Podraeea, Ran* 
Z 2 gamettee. 
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^mette?, Dinagfepoor, SUhet, &c, and 
Cawn yet ^r^s, that he 
undeti^iiod the treaty in this fenfe, that 
'whereveraCompany’sduftuck was graiit- 
no duty could ever be demoded %■ 
If cuftom, . and what privileges v?e>en- 
joyed under the Moors govemm^t hfr- 
fore the revolution, are to 1» eftabliihed, 
as what only we have a right to trade in 
now, by virtue of our grants,. Firmaun, 
&c. there is.fcarce m articje.of the 
gruff trade, wheth;etf<M:,. cxpcw^t. or cop-- 
fumption ill! and. other placea 

in the^l^g4i‘W^ xypjittod: ^e. up { 

for it is knc^n, we could not profefledly 
in our own names trade in thefe articles,- 
tho’ willing to pay the duties and arbitrary 
extortions required on fuch occafiohs. 
The various other articles of gruff are 

. ; \ , not 

- > That Mew JaffieF, when (^ntulte4- <»i' any 
paint of debate between us and his fucce:|(n',. Ihotiid 
join in fuch an opinion, as was moil iikely to in- 
flame and encreafe our difputes, was very natu- 
ral ; but what wks his feal opMbh cm this'lubjeft, 
when he was again placed in the government, is 
plain, from the demand which f^^biade, 

Oi^t we ibould exclude ou^elves front the lame trade. 
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not more p^tfculamed,” br excepti^ in 
any treaty or Firmaxinji.&c. than the two 
articles of i^t and tdbacco; and have 
been levfefifiriee dbie Serajah 

Dow^ ^O^ied dh widi the Cdcn^ariyts 
diiihock. Xhat we have ac^i^efbed iii 
paying duty on the fihgle artide of iait, 
and pafiing it' widi ]^e ihahbiiud&'s 
rowana at Cdcufta, Dadca, 4nd Eucky- 
poor, fhoiitd not now, I think, weigh 
with us to continue it, when our rights^ 
are called in qucftion, and we are bound 
to fupport them in their full extent. A- 


bdyc all, -as this article is the produce of 

ip^y’s own landa^ ^ 



and Burdv^an j- and ’asit : 


con^d^^ ^anch of revenue^ it 
o^ht as mach as'pOlSbjlefb be pit^effed 
and ^couraged, inftead of being oppref- 
f^ with new t^es, ckCee^ng abovO^^ 
double what it has yet paid. As for the 
article of tobacco, no,duftuck from ti^ 


govemmoit has ever been taken, and 
t£e duty paid on it has ni^r been d^ 


mmdnd, till after hs arrival at IH^a; 

Z 3 and 
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tiscks M# been '0ti 

]i#«^ <£%b!^ fiwr this ar^te.- ’ 

^^^ic0ND, I thinlt, tbbteibi^; ^t&e 
g^rnment have 3i& i^bt to ^tiaad . 
Aat, or my other 

tack is graiiM) j^'lhatfit Aidteid be 
hb^ gi^t^ 6b ikh ibd «6b«2c6» ^ it 
has been hidiertb for ibeetl^fiQtj rice, 
^ee, opiuini fnj^, &c; artleles fCOn- 



freed frorir^yibg riie duties r'ybt 'ilrhm 


thefe are diicbjirged, for die of 
trader I titiiik a pafiikMt, or certificate 


from the Prefident, tnight atecm|bny 
fherowaba of t|». bmrbusder. * 1' - 


Fobatir, TheJSfigJhh ia 
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0^1^ p^jre 

%f8^ i»jvm «ur tfa4f» influence and 
in cen|^, dwm acknowr 

n^ers and 

^g^. The Conaftaiqr bavn.^^ pcor- 
tcMi g o jwm fl a H ft, , dwffe^of 
di^ lbTanU. .Wluk we^ve iU^t 3 ^ 
9m, h&pt^ 4pd a fij^^gwemngenf 
juAbee QM^ ^be ihM wto 
cooB^Ukata are veU grounded^ and, am 
be ptnved by govemn^t’f depen- 
d«its 5 nor ne^ we be flartled with 
llu>ib laid before us, but Aem the fub- 
jed, exaggeratiem and groundleffiasie of 

moft of them, co^iye f 
wretf^bedd^pordi^ii^ W^d^uldj(ad|n^> 
Wei^ we liable^ to be. o^cd ttpga^^fbr 
every^fods Hkc id>ful%.ceB)|phmV: pre- 
ferred to die Hcountiy gOT^^tnent. . In 
dicde more dUftant quartors, where the 
Company luwe no £i^n$«, . .die trade is 
gpe^rally man^^ged .by gentlemen,, who 
h«ie had appM^adem of the &»tpd, to 

gO^.^Jbe Qi^amtef,. and giiftn i&ct|#y 
r An* thehr gfl©d b«^0^r»|g nod ;d^ fPWy 
be prefumed mcne jhi-be 
- j ^ Z 4 for 
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which he held by^ the 
trea^Sr in force ; nor has any 

thi)^ speared dnce to make me change 
thaiioftmioB* i- . ‘ 

My 4rentimGnts upon ^e^ extelit of 
enr.didliuic^ ami the" jmyilege of our 
gomailahs^ I (hall give ^ly her^tAer^ 
obferving- onfy m this place, that in iet- 
'tling the doti^ on. die inland i^ade.at 
nine per cent.' the Governor , only fixed 
the rate» which was ^^e. variably le- 
vied with continual #lpjiites, to the great 
detmnent of the fair trader ; and in this 
he allied in Ihrid conformity to the pkia 
and. Ut^al. ud^ru^jm% ^ the JS^d« 
whatc$^ fbnfo tb^^-were intepf^ to 
convey. - .'■ * 

Th-x* J^refident has fo fully explained 
the moti^^ and realbns for , this tran^- 
tion, diat 'it is needlefs for me to. take 
up foe time, of the Bp|^ with a repeti- 
tion of them. Upon dte wh^e, I de- 
clare it as niy opinion, fo^t foe regu- 
laticms in quefiion were calculated in foe 
bffo, planner to put pur, trade upon a pro- 
footing, to diftinguifh our rights from 

fooie 
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the &eedQi]9, whidi 
p^^kidncsd for,v£pom dutkiSi. Thm 
the as'wm^. 

»nd S^in was 

«Btifdly confified to thr unlfiril Thrj 
•vmteS^iSmiika^ siil^diejf^v^re 
oofifideraUe €noG|g^ to mike att artidG 
m tibe jwrfiKrir -^teyemics^ amt dm^daied , 
tbe pimrmefe .by die pdOitr^nt 
«fpeo|ile» m w]K>m« 'wbHilthey 
ed-a fttbSAesee* ds^ at tthe &ane time 
added to the'iacome^ tbe fbte, fajdie 
duties gathered upon dtem. E;et us fup- 
poie, the Company's agents had petition- 
od Hberi^ of 'tmdtng in dseie ar- 

widiotet |dl)|iag ^ties#; k 
Im conceived; diat^dle gQy(nimeat.coQld 
Ime berai la blind mvn interefia^ 
as to haves^ves a privily to ftrangere^ 
which wbuld^haye^enaMed diem to mo- 
nopelize die ;who^;|g^adeof the coun- 
tiy, to impovenih thc iiatm^ fubjeas* 
and ediaud die" country of ks wealdi, 
widtotsf tttikuig any adequate return for 
it ? The imvfl^es duuufore idaimed by 
:dm Compuiyj ; and allQua^ by the gor 
; , vernment. 
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veiTiinent, wet^ odgsa^ d^gn^ |>^ 
for ittch A tijSdlB CHy^ ^as->was»^' ^^*g yA. 

Reformer j.^ iis, ^in go^ 

ll^gbt into the countiy, or purc^afod 
for exportation. la eflfea, it was 
^er limited to that>^nor can it he p^oyed^ 
that the dnibuck w^.iwer aUowed^topAfo. 
for' any other, irom the firft attainment 
of this grant, tiU foe death of Scrajah 
Dowla. The Company, in foeir ft§ad-^ 
ing orders before foat 


WJ3^ 


“'-**,“ *^* v«uAK 9 

feswe^iiow temo^ foe:^^ 

^ rencc of power fince, convey to ns .atight 
fromformcr treaties, which we confefledly 
wanted before. Tho’, hnce the reiiora- 


tion of the Comp^y’s privileges, we- 
Imc by degrees dcifo in foe inland 
yet it was always wifo a tacit aci^ow- 
^®^%®®nt of foe:, in^ii^fodi^ of' oor'duf*' 
tuck for foiat tri^, .having genqhaQy 
p^d the government a dn^ thereon $ 
^d where was attempted wfoout it, it 
has been conftandy the ful^ca.of com-t 
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pl^ts and oppoiidon on th^ part of the 
Njd>oh’s,ioffi«a:s.. . . - 
, I AM well\ aware. of one objedS^- 
wbdoJi X laa^ frequent^ heard repeated 
in ^Btcain^ ef Jdiedebati»iipon:tlti& 
je&^^^.and which it jnay beproper in this? 
plaoe. to reply to;^ I mean* that we" 
^ould.iwt be-too rigorous in callingia 
queiticNn our inwi-priviltges ; but 
the: fenle of a treaty is not fudicieatly 
cl|Bar» interpret it in fuch manner^ as 
may tend; to , our 01^ advantage, leav- 
ing it to pthers to difpute it; .and that 
tberefore,^ as the Firmaun gives-us a ge- 
nei^ ii^,to trade .duty-free, without > 
in«^t|piiptg ^ .epeptions* we Bmiild 
on a fiw trade in ^^'^ thingV with* 
ewt exeep^dn. * Without examinihig thi& 
prmnple, IlhailonIy,fe.y,that,ifit l^yuft 
^t all, it can only % Xo, where the points- 
con^fted fta: ^e pf ted importance r 
but where they are either trivial in them- 
fely^, or have^a pernicious tendency, it 
mui^ be.analdhrdity to infill upon them. 

X >i psT now beg le^ve, for Ae firft. 

*0 diftinguilh between the in- 

terefts 



35© A: N A itJt AiP I V* gf tU 


the 

dividuak» ‘nliidbt T'am 
too raiipk ^ de> 

dietCbm|jany 

^ by a reftrii^km of ilaiiackio tibe 
ibreign merchandize ‘ is ii na« f<e#- j^ fiheef 
with th^ reikidioh U 
purpofe for whkh 

fides, the 'odium, whi<^ a mddib^l*, fo 
iigurious to the niaimnd riglto" jbf 
country 



pemal jeatoq^V^ 

We he ait^aicA 

that fois priVticge is, 
l^gudickl to the red interefi^ as wefl 
sehonoor, of the Oxapaay. Aa tfay 
have been plea£d to permit Os to foaio 
tsMi them the bimefit o€ the dofoKlf, 
in^ bdntent otfrlllt|S'Widk 

tfife enjoyment Of that pdtS^^ <#^1^ 
£mie tmtmds fo which ^gr^lSOife^- 
•used theml^ves.. To “dctem^^to 

dm own ' |ttivatt advdit^^^' to ' 
^ a point of con^ ^die pH## 
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ia dltaacse. the is bptha 

of juffiee, s»d a bwsi^ of ^ 

whi^ to oat emplpyet^.- 

My op^i^ Acthree 

... -- 7 . ^ : 

Fc. can. ^Jaioi ^la 

from (nor iu^ 

feqpcat ift^esp wh^%wa« 

|BM6fl |b oopi^<kf tha^ in the a^ie4 
comim^) to aa ejn^x^ 
' 4nti^ on any but .fisreign 
ttsMe ; that Jo gpQijs imported or 
cattried out 0 ^ country, 

S*cojij>,> That duties ought to be 
to ^ country go¥«arnment on isdt^ 
Articles which ai;e 
ppbdadcid and^^id in tl» counter'; An4i: 

. Tl^t of coBuie the. 


■ran oA a 




hat that. 4 diey |Mds with a rtngflj^ <3^ 
certiorates from dre officer of the cuP 
in the &me manner with the 
gc^s bcion^^g to oiher merchants. • 

.* hnuth article I deem 
wnnrct^&iy,, whether we trade in #t 
Wilh the Company's duftiw^ or 

merchants 
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merdiants mtiboat one ; dh^e dixftnck be- 
ing. a fufficieht^ <lic firiP 

cafe^ sui^ilfi^lattef flonie. 

lie# opinion up<m the fifth qiiefiion 
is, Aat the English gomaiiahs, ihevdy 
jpart of the thi^ provinces,*^ whether in 
•the diftrifts of thelNabob, offhe Com- 
pany, fhall befubjeft to the authority 
of the magiftrate;; but with' thh dif* 
finftioii to be obfervi^ bfetwitoh private 
gcahldhdii^ and tl^j^ joi ^ Coo^panf' I 
dut the" lid^ef fiudl fiSe^^^alty accouiit- 
able'to' n^dc-^’'' 

fobjea^’ -Sat 

in Se torritory of Se Company; nor 
«ijoy any advantages above oSer m^r- 
chaots, but fuch bnty as the Firmaun 
giveS' them,' #iz: Sat Seir goods SaB 
pafs^duty-firee, -w^erer 'Sty hate Sc 
prOtedion of the "dttftatkV Se 
tratesSadl hot oppoie, but-afilftf^feiim 
Se ScoVety of Seir ^juft '^ebts; nor 
any One to injure or opfarefe them. 
But as the Compahy*s gomaStSs lutve a 
weightier charge, and are tibne of th(^ 

fituated. 
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t%Coi;a- 

jpoay ^ Jbu| jthat complaints a^. 

l^t^^ eaPy heard 

them ih the , aShtal comii^ui^oii |s|iy 

of ,^yji^lit§ 
Aem : gi,^ a|il 

fuch ^ pyk^ 

-in tluh fewice, he ^^.^j#ot'4nterfere^ 
Qtliot^ile,th%p car. 

tying %if co^ldnts to the Prefiden- 
cy, or the fedories^o whi^ . iJlil 
tah'‘ 




i^ -rfrom .^y-.lawfj^^, claims <jf . 
^™*?§"** PPr thoh" ptaibn? from 

Spates between 
If die 

firil# #P«W abufehis aotbS 
rity, the blaboh &ould .^equired,^ op- 

P^9f* di&ttils him from bis oflice, 
WLH. A a 


or 







M drfs 
6wa 

and ^ Ae 

country^ be refused ir o?l Ao®. *ii® dif^ 
Ida fcW«fa<% 

c^tfdndS^v we^^hirtNEf - ^'•^a^^.iSeiOTs. 'in 
^ a^n |!(yp(i;tt, swollen 


oi mankind^ to naatr^lf^ -one ex- 
treme to another, it has unfortunately 
happened, thsrt the power fmktenly plac- 
ed in the imnds of the 'Naboh'a oi&cers, 
J^r^the p^oto^fon ^^ his pet^)^ has 
been fo •estraa^^^UBlfy ahuied,^ aato. give 
^c;afion' n» . a that 

^ power widi> hfcslr^lfed in 
tfosh hands* As l .]|i^;^%nr^idy lived 
amongfl the epnpt^ a very in^ 

foric»:rifeiti»n;i!^; 

t- . h0'^^ 


t5 *■ AjmUfiS femittof tNf? 
awnings. • ‘ . 











lift if tie . 

' W la&e ptowerm the 

to be 

l^ftt^ed. Inwho£s hands, th^fo^e, 
ean it be fb properly lodged,* as in dio& 
of the govemment to whom h belottgs ? 
To take fr^ ditm fight 

whkh we ftoald^neret fhflir to be ecm- 
tehed in -our own diftri^) Witt be to in- 
trcd^e bppre^^^ 'rapitWi^^s^ ^^hy 
Intoi^oemiEi^, whi^ we are eii^ged 
to -protes^t ; and whateiretriemporaty ad- 
vantages- individuals naii^jgaiB from frtch 
• a fcene inf J tKttlblea,<^thie?^irfS^ sdf ■ the 
Company mufr iiifalRbly foffcf by it, if 
not beinvolved in one common ruin with 
the country. That this confeqoenceinay 
not appear too forcibly • drawn, permit 
-me to jr it , has been oblerved,' that 

diO wifeft * and- dmft • pein^^ 

-have ever left to the 

^xmrile of ttieSr oWiitlaWs f> =^Ai^tisat 
means mlttred their‘'‘ftibjeQfofli The 
power which’we haVe*afelpared in thefe 
provinces, has’ reduceiti Aeih' to^' t^n- 
dition as nearly refrmblit^ a ii^aft^eft,^ 
as it is for our intereft to with it j • but if 


we 
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we take fo ^generous, as well as mi- 
pcditic an advanta^ of their weakr 
nefs, as to pt;|t it into power of eveiy 
banyan> 9^ Englilh 

Cenraa^ to oyer A© |ia^L- 

tants withdot .OOntioul 5 this is not: c^y 
to deprive them of their own laws* bat 
to refafe them even the beae& of any. 

Mr* CAR Tika gives it as his opinion, 
' that the Prefideot’s letter to the l^abob 
was in every refpeft improper, and na- 
turally tended, from &e conceffions con- 
tained therein, to bring upon the Eng- 
liKh name a discredit and real dil^ce. 
The late^yiplej^eiE^ s^,well as.ipfplences, 
d^i>|pStted,;l^;^e,nativ©B„^e acertaid 
ai^pi^ent of its i^rojnk^ and which 
were ckarlyrfo^fren the veiyinfrant 
i^dletteif Was -mad© publick j. that 
Jiope given them erf" beipg coidlituted 
and arbitrators, of all difpates 
that might happen in the intercourfe of 
our bafinefs, gave caufe to the many in- 
conveniencies and tyranny that we have 
lately fofered, and do fuffer. The &b- 
jcilingas to fuch a controul, would have 
A a 3; cffeaually 
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6tt# Mfittbice and 
re|mtati<^ '©a^irfe^^ aittl. i^rdold 

^jWf^^^Bave 1 td 1 i§,'fi^ fte itoi-* 
^C^^ppiieffions wfc fhonid haffe I® tin* 
te by&ch re^fetiotiSfakift| 
tie«{?tty of tiki^* tip IfMI fedfi*tt 
bf i^i^^ces, 

of the Mf fij idd* 

tfaty a juriBit^tii Aitt li^ tht wU is 
fpftad wida, M 









4Ul*"*iq* • ' i ij 


BpaM g;a^ oi^yit^tfdeii 
ctmftnt to thti Pre^iSfeiif ' l?hiSm 
a treaty with Nal)ohj’bn”|itiftta^fo 
yiry iatere/Hi^i^ O# litir 


jfficB ir ms any 
Whttf }]» ^iib 
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the ifeyferal iBenabcrs of the ,C0uii^. He 
is^ lik e wife of ©pimofi* fhttt the ret 
gulation?, jaiid A«s;laid letter to dieNa* 
hsoby were «[ ^ rja^^'k^eeable to the 

tenor ^ 

fuhfe%iiient. ,ti^ti^ enfe»ni, |n^ m 
the Nabobs Sen^ah Powie aiid.;^e^ 
J^er, but.wo^.hiae been the 
of oon£aiDg %i»ir; priyihl^ itote much 
ii4rroi^er bcm<ia» tB^Upf gnuiis and trea* 
ties art intended to reftrain ns is.' 

Pi^Tf Os the extent and true mean^ 
ing.of the Firmaun, and aU fubfequent 
treaties. * , 

M|i.,Caetj:er ^nks> that 1 ^, 

h/. oar.;r#it^ 

nnihhr 

"0nr Is under ^ hmit^^ 
for^gU . W InlaBd 

tssmifipditieaj fbnne^y 

^ a^rt ^ imthum^ of ^e 
Fn^aun^Glfiiw^ ashe^lnw dun- 

to an ab^lute and eatife ^pri- 
tradon of chttn. reafon now no lon- 
ger e|d|d^^ we oj^ht m aflfett iaU' |ui- 
to dieir f«dled mumlaitd ladhide^ 
"f';,'''' * ' ' ' ' Aa 4/ '-'"''.-''‘ihr 
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dar’s reeeipt, to afcertain, that foil duties 
have been paid, and that nothing further 
is to be demanded on any account. 

• FouRTHtlr» As certificates have been 
grants riadifemmnatety to Ae^rvsmts 
•of die Gonsf^ny, as tjwcS ^ to lAe^^- 
habitants of Calcutta, hethinhs ths^^ 
fhould be condnoed to the ktter, 
thdr af^licadoo to the Prefident, on 
producing the boxbundar’s reedipf fiw 
duties paid ; tho*, at the fame tim^ the 
'chny iUpulated and agreed upon, to be 
levied on thefe branches oS trade, the 
property of Company's fervants, fhould 
fcrve as no regulation for what may 1« 

Fifthly, 
in ever 

in all re§}e^> 0 {^effivu and venal, dnd 
the decificn of aH (md&s; depen^g 
more on the diility of the pardes engag- 
ed in bribmg their ju(%e^ than the le- 

gdi^ of them; itc^fcarcelyl^ tho^ht 
even equitable, that the&rvants and gp-r 
mc^ths in our employ, fhendd^^ on imy 
complaiM or mifdeoKanori be ful^^ to 

their 


part of hidoAa^ >being 





fh3aM^fl>» vlHife ipM: 
firficiiitc resuiifSi^, ^ Iht m- 
illdigfii W yt% jttiilt iit ^kIi A 

t>e ^ ' '■!■■•■ -'W:. 



1^ <^e3Mfottt &^<m 

- if to tom' thto i^boit 

Ilf 

ff tiQt^tto 

kif 6»R^iimtofore^« ma- 
faeis m^ toto 

Mto widr die c»mpla& 

difft Pttfidetit> or Chief md Ctohcfi- of 
tli« £ii&^«t» muy he mdft 



is pttto tom eidto .dUf PfCh- 

* Mmey fttortes; he thialis 

-ideito might he repoto lb to5?geatif> 

met! emj^ktod «s our -i^mAS'lo Iheafe 
partSi ^ th^ are mea crfdMtfa^r, md 
their ap^inti&mts have 'been apinromd 

*>7 
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ly the meitebers of the ^ard ; and each 
depended Q|>oa ta fettle the ccxnplaints 
bfoiight ' thi^' ' dwB gomaftahs. 

Shc^d this not he approved> he can on- 
If J^pofe the method pointed out as to 
^ determination of ^ofe difpofe^ that 
may happen in the neighhorhood of 
the difib-ent fettleinenfs, dr by miiiaaxhm 
properly audum^ed io make an cnquby 
into diem. ’ It is ifecejSjuy vSedioitld be- 
come our o^n^judges In all’^ipntes, 
in . vdii<ch;Wc' nfey |ki^bfy be icini^ned. 

it is^iithas dotflni^h^ 
table appeataiide;'- -bbt\every ge&tlettiA 
moft be convinced, iidwld^hly eflehd^^ 
fiieh a privilege is, fw the fuppOrting our 
influence, and avoiding the chicanery 
and perplmcities of a Moorilh Cdiitt. 

And he cannot helj> thinking, but a 
poVver fe todgad id our hands, ns lisble 
“to lefs idnifes, anA iViH be ivith 

idK5 ftriCteft iftijartiaKty^ noftmd|inhd- 
ing we may in feme rdpedi be ^ton^- 
“cd in die d^fiooL:<rf "theica^fe. ' 
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Mr. BillersrV Opinion. 

T H E firft Gf l3K5,Prcfident’s lefc- 
ler to die Nabob comaiiMi 
for our ^j«ng a duly ^ jiioe per cent, 
on all articlejs for inland tr^e.r The 
Finnaun, and liiblequo^t treaty, are 
certainly the only guides, which can en> 
able U5 to fann a proper juc^nieait up. 
dmfubjea, and having given iheVeat- 
eft attention to them, when read at the 
Board laft Council-day, I think they 
give us an undoubted right to trade duty-, 
free in all commodities whatever, either 
for fmrei^f^ h^nd^tr^a^ uppn^t^ ctm- 
^doatimi' r^ paying ,ann^^ 
pefhcidh diereitvld[^ated in,H^ ^cfp- 
of. Thefe being my &ntiments of the 
meaning of the Firmaun, fitc. it follows 
trf epurfe, that I mud dilapprove of the 
Prefident's entering into an agreement, 
vfdiich fb evidendy deprives us of one of 
thegreateft advantages wehavegmned 
thereby, and particularly of his having 
done it on the bare fuppofition, diat it 
would he approved by the other mem- 
bers 



Ae S^di -HoWcvc^, as ^ 

t^fmy ^wmm&tch ojf ^nd 

paying «iy <^tie«^ I tMak M 

be pfQp^, ibi^ l<MXu^ rea^ftdb^ 

^dcr^kia a«»l^.bt m4^ Um §k 
we pnvU^ ^ ^ MM tMet 


IW1-! 


diat ^ Mo/^itose 

tki 











wBs, Jwbi^b; '^avc 
S^abbb’s (t^^Bcers, 
^fofthofe 






u™ 

Jr 


i?![5(i^i 

•JmI 





^ §OT€x^aiB^alf$ AitiA 
<tHcx^y.u‘ -’ : -; -, -■ ;.i' ' 
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to an^ di^t^ which mEy hap* 
pciif or agents, 

aiuir^fei^lAB of ,the country, I think 
the ps^ £^eme for the determination 
of them, will be to oblige the |>e^n, 
who may think him&lf agj^eved, to 
apply for redr^ to the .}%eutl| huQory,. 
whatever diftafice. it ndpay he fiom 
plat» where the <b8^ute happ^ted, aiid 
if he isnot conttmtwi^ thear db^^d, he 
may appeal to dheG^vefne^ aa^pdii^ 

, Me'.-Ba 0^trib’-^^l|leBd^s 

in- gtfKfa!fl^^/'"l>y" i 
^oundle& ectplanaticfn, it invalidates the 
privileges granted by the King's Firmaun, 
Md fundry hufbuli-hookums, and con- 
firm^ly the treatiu with 3ey^ahDowla 
and Meer Jaffib*'-, rSAch an erplanaflbn 
commg frc®4 the ehief of d|e Enjlift, 
may gbfe great advantage to Nabobs, 
and to odier European - nafeui^' in any 
foture ncgotiationi yi^hicJi we'h^ay ha p- 
pen to have with them. By dik It^ 
^o, the advantage of coining /in ifie 

mints 
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^ ^ jiy«n up> 

^fl4» m Qi^cttttii 

re^^pd ^ nr r^ fe^icf:^ % 

teffe % 

of rup^. fpi^ at Wgl ^ 

flopped in moft parts of the. ep^i^tiy | 
and fliw t? tl^ f^M »F#ntj at 

MfiPrtk He 

Fa? Baucli #rpfi#^ to fe^ 

ad^ wem fij ftffoqpygy 

tondicd fw mm ym^ mm 

«p wth<mt Wp|djlj«?4:Qnid^atip0/f^ 
tiiifd^.^^» Ai? isid }€t^r tend# ^ 


tfeg 

and wodgicegding i W cS^y^liecg^ 
it fiifemits 1^« fisgWft jg)| 

cepting the Pompanjr’s ^ ^ 

jurifdijlioaof the^^^^^h’s o^^rs, w|iih 
pfon^ Jprinediat^y pnt a to gre^it 

part a£ the pmm toiie, andwp^ 
nifli the N^fjb with contin^ prgtgii^s 
for fphjeaing the pempainy to ^ 

VoL. II. B b oppref- 
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©ppreflions, which they underwent be- 
fore the rupture with Serajah Dowk, 
wheaiever he fhould think himfelf in a 
coi^ition to proceed to fuch lengths ; 
he therefore thinks we Ihould inhft on 
the Nabob’s fending back the faid ori- 
ginal letter. ; “ 

In anlwer to queftion the firft. 

■ He thinks by the Firmaun, hufcul- 
' hookums, and fubfequent ;treaties^ the 
Company^ aind under them their fervants, 
have a clear riglit to trade in every arti- 
cie, ^etber ^ formgn or inland tra^i 
wiiifi 

tire and undiluted ^d fhkt t^ argti-' 
me'nts ufed by the gentlemen, on the 
other fide the queftion, to- prove the 
contrary, do really prove no more, than 
that former Nabobs had the power 
and means of hindering us from enjoy- 
ing the King's grant in its full extent. 

I N anlwer to quefiion the fecond. 

He thinks we ,lhould acquiefee in 
paying the fame duties oif fait and to- 
bacco, that have been paid fince Meer 
Jaffier’s coming to the fubahlfiip j but 
, that 
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that the fame ihoald not he agf^d to'hy 
any public deed or writing ; and here he 
thinks proper to r6in$rk, tirat the fait 
trade, heing^fo^cirly^ fam^ by Coja 
Wazeed feir an inconfidclrahle fuin, could 
be no great advantage to the Nali^’s re-r 
venue; and by means of the monopoly 
he allowed the makers and dealers, at 
the firft hand, a fmall price frbm 
twenty-five to thirty rupees per hundred- 
maunds ; but fince the Englilh have had 
a part of this trade, the price of fait has 
rifcn to feventy and eighty rupees per 
hundred maunds at the aurungs ; from 
hence any Mth flic 

coun%, ihuill^^ i^fi^ ^ Ehglifli 
trading in dus afticl^ tlio hfabob his 
received benefit, n^ fuffibied lofs; his 
complaints on this head flitaefore pro- ' 
ceed not from any real grievance. 

In anfwer to queftioii the third and 
fourth. - 

He thinks duftucks ihould be allow- 
ed to the Company’s fervants in future 
for luch articles, but not to others. 

In anfwer to quefHon the fifth. 

B 2 He 
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He tMoks 1^ s^Bts flitmld 

not be fal§ei^<B(Ci»> tke aari^ty of ^ 
ooBBt^ gbt^ernineat. 

In anfwer to qBcftion the fixth» 

He thinks die buhnets may be carri- 
ed on as it has b^n bitfdre, wkhoat any 
ill coBl^[i^nces V Imw^cr, as a regala- 
tion concerning diipates is reqtftrcd, be 
thinks the officers of the governn|mt 
may enquire i^to foch matters, and 
fend rep^s of to Id^e nearc® Eng- 
Uffi factory, or to the Ih-^^Bcy, as th^ 
.inay<ais^:— 

’ ' Major Caraac^i 


At the confultation of die 17th of 
January, major Camac concurred in o- 
pinion.with the whole of the gentlemen 
' d^ at the Boart^ on . the regulations 
efeablUhed by 1$e Fcefident and Mr. Haf- 
tings. ; and his redbns for fo doing were 
firft, that he deems highly diffionorable 
our being lberebyffihjo£fed to the Moor- 
iih juriffiiAion, as-^dhs is aickncwrlcdg- 
ing a dependency OB dffi coun^ go- 

verni^nt, the t^hred^e ®om which 


he 
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he h>d ever regarded as the greateft hyap- 
pine&. refidtisg from our firft rcvolatiQhf 
QOT Can anj but iniquitous deci&ns be* 
expe^^,bro{u CMKtrts fiith notorunza 
part^ty. Sepoadl^, 
docttis diBxniondile, as j^'tu^eiiKij 
prejudicial to our trade, Bic agreeiti^ to 
the grantii^ a (h|^ upon aB a^les o£ 
iahtad trade,, mahout di^n&^, 
of uduch were ever, before fobfeSisd to 
duties diKK t|ie dldbli^ifanK^ttt of jE^eer/ 
JaiSer, €Xoe^ fait and tobacro }‘ aadl 
Biefc muft have been through condef^ 


cenhon osi our part, as our having ait 
univerM of particu^ 

1 U- ' -tn. '♦ . 9 M ■*•-. 




aut ^niot^ to foar^ the 


for .t»yiBuig. .^;^^^ ,^1^4 

deems It a diBsoikuahle 
Ac gentleiftea ; i| jh^ have it 


wiU be deliisMsital to the Go^^sany) Ae 
Riding Mp Ac eokiai^ in A® mtot at 
Fatn% to which he hdie^ we are eu-^ 
tiBed cart Finhaem $ but 
Acreof we h^ a very goed ciahn, fhdm 
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during the tiirie o£ the preceding Nabob, . 
The major, m= coi^quence, ; t^mks the 
letter Jfrmh Prdident to. the I^abob, 
mmlmoing the faid regulations, {hoidd 
withdrawn. Thus much being pre- 
mifed, anfwers on the part of ^jor Car- 
nacxhehrft,mid;dfth.,qucftipns,^ r . , 
WiXH refpe<ato the fe^nd and third 
queftions, major Carnac is*^ ojanion, 
that whatever rights.wd may have from 
purTirmauns, and^Qoi^ di^ercntitieatie^ 
ihoald;be infii^d^Uil^d tfae^eh^f, that 
the Cc«mpatP 7 ’a;chidPGfe iPtic^u^b^gt^t- 
ed for •fill ccaimaQ^i»s.,.;Wijih^i6Xcep- 
' tion ; and that no duties whatever fliall 
be paid to the Nai^^ but in lieu there- 
of a duty be ley^' upon duituclts for 
the benefit of the Cmiflpany. However, 
Ihould the Board think this would pccay 
fion too great ardimiaut^ df the Ife- 
bob’s rc^ue,, h® , hopes they yritt . Opt 
ctmfenti^t^y odier duties, , but ^be con- 
tmuancopf ,t^ie,up!on fal| ^4 toj^acco, 
the fomai^ Hc»gly ,T^e, ^d the 

odier according ^ h^ jmd at Dac- 
ca; apd th^ in filch, cafe,: it udU be 
; clearly 
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clearly; explained to the Nabobs* t^ it 
is a pure ii^ulgCHce ftona us, Md which 
we may retrain at pksjaTare i the Com- 
pany’s duftuckrto ncverthelefe equal- 
ly giy^ ^dt and t^aqx^ ihr idl 
odier suticles of trade* , \ 

If it te d^etmined to make a coM^'- 
♦ ■ • * 

pliment to tjbe Nabob of aditti^.i^poin 
fait, fhe (Uher genBemaa of dtee Bbae^ 
are Ae beft jud^s, hqw ftt the pi^i^ ’ 
lege of trading thoxih ought to be, ex- 
tended; and wheth^ it ihonld be con- 
fined to the Company‘s fenrants or not* 
Major Carnac begs leave to wave giving 
any anfwer to ti^'fqii^^qiKftion, not 



pl^^are guHfy of J greaf 
ahd^nimit imiUy abh&SuOderdie^^snc^ 
tie® of our aathodty, has been a' fmi 
quent fiibjefi: of complaint > 'ahd it cet- 
tatnly behoves us to feck every pofiible 
remedy thereto; e»:epf fuen aii 'One ak 
has been propofed, which is we^0'th^ 
the difeafe. There can be no difficuf^, 
at the places which are in die d5%hbc^ 
B b 4 hood 
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hbo« ^ ^ ^ ^i«& 

efed tb eht^ire.ititD ^ ttib 

j ahtf \it: Me h&t to 
^itetibt, that iht ihidNioiia bt Mt" 

.editable. Itt-tbe {iSa^ M » ilttftMlice' 
XfOm tmr imS flsr R:w^[mOr^ 

Gip^lpaflj «tetfe 



■ y i^; to 5 Mia •fipb& 

-' tieh 6f ahy gemaftah df toiffiehaVior, 
ti!» babft exabplaty fltobld 

/ ib ofa^r to^tor dlh^ Itoffik 




-:- h 


*;?.-# -“t 


Mk. t^ASM^ir Alf^Ti Mi Ms ifehiiito 
• tM fii^ el* Ftbto^ dr 

die hiith'hiia ifeifetcMt o^hibar df *^hb 
BbMii bft the dt 
hii tteaty thtettH iftto wifli ^ 

and 
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dod. bis tbi^ebk did 

Hal mint frcstii \»L'- 

We wtf^ , wiadunotls «.oil tbe 


latloHl^'|1l!dlkg .and di{ho>^ 

xioity^ V^i<^ mtsy 4»tudl' iboDta^^ 

I Aink clesdjr 

Tbe gdmftBseM 

nttdetftktlidk Fka^nia g«f# me 
aai exiesfivi t!«de» ^ I 
cdt'didtA€t«^ Asd al fyt as 
iM ill isvi|^ tD 
isimi ftsieiiih^ n ist 

■ l^t 

faffed o^ by ti»; goy^Mbeat 
€x^ 






dlBaH]^ ift 

mflt tMs ViN» ttt a t^ki mt . 

maifi^ln, ^6- 

]^i3ly Hoieiiiy’com-' 

pttaili Wiib* An 0¥der« at tl^ 
vr^d b!H% W fett^ 

^ey 


^8 Narr^atitb'^/^ 

vaBdate the Firmattn^' by ^vittg this , 
mnchulca/ which fhewed &tey thought 
ottf right g^Jod, and by compnlfioo, got 
this to overfet oi^. future ’ preteh- 

fiofls^ and has b»n ever fince the argu> 
ihwit againil diem, ther^ore detrimen- 
tal' and dUhohorable. Mr. Vanfittart*® 
renewit^ diis muchulca, by adding ah 
additiotial duty to what we have already 
paud diFongh a cbnde&enfion, is dohbt- 
detrimental f thefiibje^ic^tis tcrdie 
Mooridi'laws, and whi^> tb-CWr h^ibt 
be it known, in the wprft 
nev^ were /’but’ nhy^ air ^^ 

peal td theNabob,c»’&eCounciI,isti^‘- 
tioned; this doubtlels is both detrimen- 
tal and difhonorable. How prejudicial^ 
partial, and unjud the nature of their 
courts, cultems, and laws are, is ^ welt 
khcwvn to yoti all, gentlemen, it h need- 
lefs for me td take ’up j^our tinie, in giv- 
ing *»y fentim^nts. in full thereon. 1!1ie 
mentkxning that our fervaht^ gpinaf. 
tahs, &X:. fhali not cariy bh tr^e by dp- 
preffions, &c. are diihdnorable terms to 
be infcrted in a public treaty;’ Sdr^ 

die 



TrmJhSkns in 

the EAglUh juftke fiiC- 

gcnrermne^t 

cd, Aat wft ihoidd, |%erelj. chaJpfe, mj, 
qiie of t^€^»: , wlw to pjoft^ate om 

0 ^ by any 
ing it an article 
ny complaints have 

l^a;proyc4, and f ,%|^r..oayfelf;tnot«. 
ye^.afany„confeqr^a^ Tho 
orders in chcid^dng. ,1^^ t Van^^l^r^ 
treaty are dilboboraUe ^ to us» ai|d ,m 
m^per an a^^.of .bof^ty, bmdii^ tif 
open deJ&ance. . , ^ 

The foregoing, weri?t nay rcaions^for 
concttiri^ w|i^ Ap reft 9 jr‘,the^Boar^ 

Ije GQye^;^,|ro^ing|j,^d r api 
to renft^ you^^%^e 

^ or a 

^n^^^ng wii|i^ owCiSt^- 

lent j and 1 1^1 jd^k .^6fn3|*r 

ly declare, f never lUj^a^ he could 
defire ftich an independent power on fo 
jnateri^ and national a concern >^pr,. t 
itdaginp, thereft of dbe gentlemen would 
have ^en more expUcit and peremptory 



|io A NA*»Alrirlsi„^^ 
m Hax hitters to bmtt, Jb iSt<nK&0»Bft 

fwwreiii.f- . ■•/-■■/. 

Vaofitc^ a&» 
£€gul&tions ytt vra&ted tolmve let** 
widb ^ Nttbc^? WMc^ wchop» 
edt frdm hbo^tteaca& 'id^ ^ N«i>^ 
teoi tc^]mi»it ^ fene^ife) wemU 
%6 feendiid wiv^nsge, and 

Ml ^ ye pri^ltfiksti ibe if ttede eiimt 

hmif 

^ diitlet: aft lad Wea? Miym 
cdkaaed i toe ftl fbool 

«» tite vea to ^ 

at^ otff g6ods> when cettifitd 
tbbe Bftglifli pitjperty, not tomeetvdili 
Jffiy impediment.: . 

- 1 Aid now tonwi to die firft qtteftiem. 
Y H ft Nid^iaad Mr. Ytm^ttait fem 
and we haye n@t aKber- 
ty i^,£m nAtednib)si^ teade* W« 

eaiefeify, penifcd afionr Ftf- 
lltaMms) treaties dec.;, { tkink k cka*- 
if m iwt we lave, l^ett^foye, 
i» N4^b wants to iavididato 

gramu» 


m ft* 


gran^ to Ibaw 

€:spUm^ to sod oo our |^i% 

to the utoipft of tbs Comp^y’s ^etor 
ga&r«, ^ mi 

il^fO/y it. ■--? •- -■ 

‘ To ^ na to Soee 

thf^ Nabob has ^sRUitoii-to 
« bmich of our bbi^ttto* we Aioald 
p9y any on aa^ things 
*oor rights. The Compitoyiiuty i^t to 
trade in tkde arrijc!«s» when w 


their vdk trajQt of iands» and prods^en 
thereof, efpecially fidt, which artidb 
theyraife a very large ^ty themiU^. 

T o the thhd and feur^ 


^.^/^-AToeoiidwto, 
fucks 

pany’s iervante, unle^ it be < fo^ 


^xxb produced upon riip Cetoptoy’s 

^hmds, and paid thehr^dnt^ s hut€^i<- 


ficates ftould to fuik as have paid Ac 
•Nabob s any where, ^ a pri^i^ rawaha 
bring ihewa to the Gover&«“*8, to «ey 
Chirf*s, fatisfaftioji, &at the lfab#*a 
euftotos ha<to ^aly di&hafgrii« \ ‘ 
To the fifth and fixth qtreftiol»i 


The 
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Tnis jfervants and of the 

Bngliih flidtfld 'Ibti Oo account, be 

under theld^ i^nlfraintof the govem- 
meht i bdtl beg leave to defer iapngimy 
dthtg further on this head for the pre- 
fent (how to regulate the dilutes "that 
may happen betwixt tbem wd the eptui-i^ 
try government, and indeed amongthem- 
felves) till iiich time as I have heard it 
properly diiRru^d at the Board, where’ 
the mutual advantages of theeouhWy, and 
ourfelves, will be hiipartiafly confidcred 
and deliberated on. 

Major Aoam# docs qdi^ 
agreement ihade with the Nabob," » con- 
tained in the Governor’s letter to him, 
calculated to anfwer the end propofed by 
it, viz. to fettle things on fuch a foot- 
ings as may prevent future difputes with 
the country government, of whofe juf- 
tice, Mr. Vahfittart feems in that trea^ 
to have mtertained a much better opihi- 
on, than their fubfequent conduct fhews 
they defetve. ; • 

I s anfwer to the firft quelHbn. 

Major 
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MAjoRADAMskof opinion, that 
by the Firmaun, and fubfequent treaties 
(particularly the fecond article of that 
with SerajiA Dowk) the Englifli EaCt 
India Company are entkled to carry <m 
any kind of trade duty-free, and in any. 
part of the three provinces of Bengal^ 
Bahar, .and Orixa. 

To the fk:ond quellion. , 

That the above-mentioned Firmaun 
and treaties, entitle the kid Company 
to carry on thdir trade free from any du- 
ties j but that to prevent as much as pbf- 
fible any difturbances in the country, 
hich duties as have been colleded on any 
i^cies of trade, fince the laft reviedu tion, 
fbould be continued, , 

T o the third and fourth queftions. ^ 
.Major Adams is of opinion, that; 
as the privileges, in the above-mention- 
ed Firmaun, &c. were granted to the 
Englilh Eaft India Company, they, and 
their reprefentatives here, are the pro- 
pereft judges for what and whom duf- 
tucks fhould be granted j and as he looks 
upon the above queftions to be of a pri- 
vate 
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vate Dfttiire, bpgs t© be f IP?jng 
bis opinion iq»on 

To the jtftli qtu^on. 

Maj®% Adams thinks, that the 
perience wc have had of die tyrannical 
^ rapacious diTpofidon the d^ci^g 
of the country governments aJmtdl ren** 
ders this queition unneceSiy ; hoi^^erj 
as his opinion is required^ with tibe reft 
of the gentlemen at the Board, hia duty 
to the |mblk tdihgesJum to that, 

he thinks it dunild hy no means he ,siJh 
lowed. 



pany’s fervant fhould refide, iiweftsd 
with full power to enquire into aiiy dif- 
putes, and punMi die delinquents j and 
that where Ae %ate carfhsd on is not 
^ cofifeqiKnCI fcflieieitt to re^uim a tb ^ 
fident, upon any eomplaiat 
maftahs, er EnglUh favors,; penfens 
cwaplained of fliouM ^ ijEpm^diatoly 
femmontti to the Asareil Rngii& 
as Well as all die evidences againA theni^ 

and 


Ttanji^ionf in BiiiJeAi. 385 

and that the Chief of each fa^ory, with ^ 
his Council, fliould be empwered to: 
inflid the fevcre)^ OQ ^uch - 

gomaft^s or ^ foun|| guil^^, 

and that no’^^iice &ppld he f^rcd to 
bring offenders to juAice, hut fliou0 the ; • 

complaint be found to b® h*". frivo- 
lous, the complainant ^iuM'psgr aW riie^ 
cofts and d^ages. . . 

^be Ophmjkf X. % 

The toS^l^rioas contained ip my let-, 
ter ♦ to ^ Nabob, of the 26th of De- 
cember, are fuch as appear to me to be 
conformable to thetrue intont and mean- ^ 

■ ing of ■ 

ties,' 

ders, r^tive; to toe trade of,to^ ^’’-4 
vants, and particulatljf toe a4to and 2 9 to : • - 

paragraphs,inoneOftoe«'generalltdterso£ * 
the year i 748. 1'am aware, that the abufes ,, . . 

* Tbe ftjle of diis letter, is the {iile which I 
have always ufed, and the fame I underiiand, which ' 
was ufed my ^elecefibis fince the troubles. Nb> 

Perfian letter, fjOT eaftem forms of expreffitin, will 
bear a literat tranfotion. . They appear abAird in 
£urc^can languages, sdthough they are natural ;^pd 
cuflomary in the Perfian. 

VoL, II. C c 


which 
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the Nabob’s.officia% have 
exetd64, -opofi the appearance of thefe 
jB^uhitionsi will be urged as an objec- 
tion to themj but this is arguing by 
confequences ; and I anfwer, ^at thejfe. 
Of whs^vef othef reg^ations nmy be 
prc^cj]^, yrdJi fomednoHes he abufed by 
boA parts^; efpeci^y on their firft efta- 


blidunent J^ed the . only jenge^y for 
this evil, is to pnnUh fervsnts of ours, 
who j|tal||>f^k throi^ rules, and in- 
nfli^ ^e^,|^abob*6 4o^f the lame. Al- 



L(^^<^,as to 
E rea- 


fon why laws Ihould be abolilhed. 

. But to proceed to the different arti- 


cles objeScd to. It is laid that the in- 
land trade, that is^^ the trade in fait and 


other articles,, produced in one pkt of 
the country, and fent to anodrer part of 
the lame country for fale and confump- 
tion, lhall not be carried ^ with the 
Company's duffuch^ but |b^ go; with 
’ duftucfc of the country govonsment, 
after paying them a ^ty dT nine per 
cent. The Pirmaun fays, **:tJiat what- 
ever goods and merchandize the gomaf- 


tehs 
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tahs of the Englifh Comply 
bHng iato aay- pW’t or place of the pRS- 
vittte hy fea or lilftfl, Carry oot, 
be free of Eor' ray |«rt; I cm 

aodei^ad this no otherwiii^ iltft 
die goods theyfhall bring hi ^b- 
reign parts, i»ay be trahfpbrted" fo Wy 
part cf Ae profiaee, by fta or 
ty-free j and ^he goods they ptorchafe in 
any part of the proviiice, may in ’fikc 
manner be carried Ottf . Ifhia I iniagine 
to be all the Company aflced } abd it is 
not to be fuppofed more was granted. 
By fuch a trade, the country reaps the 
benefit iff gdods and mfihfy lm|}bit« 
ed rb«t«dt Siitf 

ficking from place to place in &e eoim-' 
try, in aftibka pfitf jertmi produd?, is in 
cfk£t fo much loft to the country. ** 
Tnn fubfequenc treaties 'confirm the 
privilege of dbe Firmaun ; and particni- 
iarly the fecond article of Ae treaty with 
^raj^ Ifewla declare, that « all goods 
going m. Of coming from, any place by 
land or water with the Company’s duf- 
tuck, fhall be free/* It remains Mil to 
C c 2 . be 
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be limited, by the Finnaun and the 
? orders, for what occafions 
% duftii^sihalibe granted; and! think 
it behoves us greatly, to take care they 
are not granted for any purpole beyond 
the intention of the Firmaun, and to an- 
;®tids the Company .had in 
view, wbcn jdiey put themlelves to the 
expehce of applying for it. 

Wi T H relpeft to the power of our 
the Firnianii 6y§, « that in 
- - - . ® wb^re thc^ bby. or foil, the 

f affift 
eve^ 

niercnant, weaver, or other p’erfon, up- 
on whom theEnglifo gomaftah foall have 
a juft demand,' the officers of the go- 
vernment ihall oblige to pay it, and fuf- 
Fer no one to opprels the gomaftahs. And 
^ any fervant of the Comping being 
in their debt ftiaQ run away, the officers 
of the gbycrnmenf iball take him up, 
and deliver him to the chief of the fac- 
. tory. Nabob Jafficr Aliee Cawn, 

in his^general Tunnud 1757, confirms all 
the Firmaun privileges ; and adds, that 

" the 
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** the Company may buy or fell ,wkli- 
out emplojdng a banyan or broker j and 
that the officers of the . government ffiall 
them in ^ their, juff. d^iands.” 
Nothing hercc^lie giyh owr 
maiftahs pow<rtodecKictii€ir<^Mffipatti^, 
or make ufe of any force of th(^ owtt i 
but they are to> apply to tbe,<rfBcmt^t 
the governnient, and bbtaih 
their means. - . . ' , ' - , 

. As to the coinage^, there is an ^der» 
granting the Company pettniffion to^^a 
in the King’s mint atCarreefeaba^t aijd 
in cafe it can be done without 1 g;&'.i^ the. 
King’s revenues# three days in, the yre 
are to be for ^e Eii^f 

pany’s bullion ■; , but diierc is no 
lur indulgence as to, the rSte of coimi^l 
^y are :to' pay the fame mint chtuge$: 
as pther merchants. Ajidthis is all .^e . 
Nabob defired; as I mentibned in toy 
anfwer to bJobit Roy’s complaints ; of 
whkh aniwer I gave Mr. Ellis a copy. 
Beiides, I think this, privilege now Uh^ 
necefiary, as we have a mint of our own, 
in which we may coin the rupees of 
C c 3 Dacca# 
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daba4. 

fii lAgild io mafcii^ tolalls, or fait 
pa^s, hr Bunderbund, I confeis, my let- 
teir to the Nabob doel not folly exptels 
what I intended. 1 nreast, diet we ought 
not to take oway die groonds whidi o- 
ther in^l^ts^ b9V4 cleared, nor. the 
workmen which they hai^ hired, as ap- 
pears by iriy letterfrto the chiefs of Chit- 
tagong- and lAickypoorr ' which I deli- 
vered to ^ thc : 


^ to 





fW that article to be farmed out by the 
country government, and it is imm that 
only ^ revenue -proceads, I think we 
have no right m' overro^ that cafh>iw. 
Any innomtiojif to die preju^cw of the 

the exdufinn of die eoontiy 
Aom that ihare of the trade which tb^ 
Iwve loi^ f think ihoald he 

avoids, ^ {noce^dini^ sm^^ion- 

'"/-I*'*? der 
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der m ^ ol)je6b 

and ill-wiH. 

To. the pra|>o|ed qu^cms I thac- 
fore •'- i‘ T -.•,*•■ ■ _' * 

P»»ST, That I tiWidc ^dMwWL flofc 
light by the* Fiimamt 4ind 
treaties to carry on the ioteiid oi^ 
the trade from place to pla^ in ^ cpiim^ 
try, in comtncKhdes ^rodticed ini the 
conntryj but that we have a r^it to 
carry on sdt other tra^ ctfftma fiee. 

SECo!ii>Llr, il^tl diink4ttties ought 
to ba paid to Ac country gover n me nt 
on fait, beetle-nut, tobacco, and all o- 
Aer articles of iabuid ^de; upon Aofb 

‘Icieaa/tfun 

be ’pedd to Acconntry gevenunent upmi^" 
armies prbducxd in Ae country, and 
f^t from^place to place m the country 
for confumpdon Acre ; but when font • 
th C^utta for crmftimptionor csporta- 
fioo^ Aottt^go wiA thc'Compa- 
riiy*s AiAork, tmd pay no dutib to A^ 
c^nsBy^oyenuiKnt. , 

C c 4 
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. In fbck aUb thO; »>imtry has its ad- 
vantage, hi the vent given to tibeir ma- 
nufa(^n£;es or jffcwiuce, by the t|a4e of 
this fettlement, and the, Company re- 
ceive the customs ; but on the itiland 
.. trade we pay no duties at aU, un}e0 we 
pay to the, eonutry^pyernc^^Bt^ andyet 
, wdi *i^rd du^ bett^ ihan 

apy odjcf. , 

THiRpLy. and .^urflily, .1 thial^ the 
da|kuc|t Apnld s^bagrant-. 
pf **daiid iiz^C} but 
1 ^ granted to ac- 
cpp^^-go- 

vernment that fu^% ceiificatcs 

Ihould be granted equally to Company’s 
fervant%. and any other licenfed Englifli 
merchants, who h^ve'firh duly paid the 
government’s duties, and got their duf- 
tucks. 

Fifthly :mdfixthly,lthmkt|ie Eng- 
lifli gpmaflahs fliouid not be under the 
coiitroul of the oflicers ^f the country go- 
vernm^t at thpfe auning^ which are un- 
der the charge of any d?^e fubordinate 
factories j but in^ cafe of any complaint 

againft 
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’ agunft Acm/'thc 

gCf^-erMncat ihaU apply to ^ * 

tltefa^ryi^ tedcdli; and inca& llie 
goni^bi^lisVa i^^le pr ^mand 
iip(gQi#^ ^y of .dip P^Btn 
die^ ’Weavers, -at o^er fe- « 

‘ vants -of the Cooipany) Be aj^|y^-to 

the difficers^irf die goyeriiaMmt ibr le- 
drefs ; and if tike officers df thfe^^^- 
rtK»t neglear oir rd^ to gtant it> the 
« gomaftaB ihaU then make Im ccmapkint 
•to die chief of the fadOTy* who {ii^l 
require, and, if neceffary, cxadl, ah im-i 
• mediate compliance, giving a jfbll ac^ ! 
count of the matter to die Board. 

Bu t at tho%^^n|^, 
under die maha^Sfent of apj^: oSi^ 
Cornpmy’S 'fadories, blit Only ioEhe " 
ticul^s have riieir agepts or goinadalj^ ’ 
there ; I think fuch an authority cannot 
be trufted in their hands r nor indeed is 
it poffible, as theic may he feveral dif. 
ferent gomaftahs in one ptec, wfe) have 
all an equal right to authority. I ^nk 
they ihould apply to the country govecU” 

mcntforredrcfs onailoccafions; and if 

the 
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tiie officers of ^ gaveraoseitt do mt 
grant them ffie dao matter 

r^iuJreSt ffie gqmaftah may then nuke 
his compSaint to his principal, and he 
lo ffie Board, who will infift on the ne« 
e^ry reparation all nsresdfoaiahle 
}c^. I' do not however iHsean; that in 
ca^ of comp^bittt againftm Engli^ go^ 
maitah at fuch place, the officer of the 
country government ihaB JI^ve aixthorii^ 
to leinevthe !goamffiah> ' ffiofr his goods, 
or interrupt bis hufineis | but he ffiall 
giie 

in cale tlfB gomkfl^ er ifegleds 

to give fuch fatishidion, as ihall appear 
to the government’s officer to be rea&n- 
;^le, he may then tranfimt ffie com- 
plaint to the Governor of Calcutta. 

I sss nodiing in die FirmaUn, or 
fubfeqnent treaties, which forbids the 
government’s officers from doing tb^- 
felvcs jnftice on foch occafions j ihdt yet 
the nature of tlm|M»pie is fiidf^ that it 
wwdd be dangerous to admit it j of 

vdiKdi 


I 


^vvhkh liicir prefent Tiolcnt |>it»:cedii^ 
are a iiifficicnt proof. 

;, Thje t^inions' having been all -read 
at thfiuBaasI* the fima Ac anftvers to 
^ i£w»al q^bejUima ^:lbnd$ as fallow. 

- ■ To vizi Whgttir^ tb^ Pir^ 

mam granted a right io prade ik eh^mrd- 

eht ' - fl. * , - 

iN.tibe affirmittive, " Ten Tolpes. 
» In the negative, r 

rei^>ej^;to di<^inWd> 
trade, J 

To the fecond» viz. Wbethar eay 
eujtoms JhuU he paid on fame articles ? 

In the affirmative, . -^aren. 




T o the dmd, ■ ndz. Wbt^jer ti^.G^ 
pan^s dnfiuck fionM be granted inland 

tr^f ' - 

In the affirmative, . Nine. 

In the negative, r Tvro. 

Major AiyAM8, fileat. , 

- The fourffi qoeftioi|i, l»iag altered by 
die dbtermiiutticMQ (d* the fecond, ftandb 
thus. 

jis 
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As it is deUrminedt jbat duties fiall 
be allowed on certmnj^Kles, •wb^hr 
certificates JMl be panted to tbofe wbo 
fay that Jkty, but are not Compote's fer- 
vc^st and it being accordingly'put, the 
of the opinions' flandsas follow. 

' In the afiirni;ative,Mef.'l 

Hay, Cartier, Amy->Four yoie<M. 
att andthe Prefident, 3 
In the negative, Mel- - 
fieursWatts,Mamott; , 

Johnflohe, ’ 

l^erS ani Batfoa. J 

l^betber tbe Englijb gomafiabs Jboufd he 
fitlyebi to the controul of tbe officers of tbe 
governmentfmd. bow diffiutes between them 
ffiould be fitiiedi The opinion of all die 
Boar^ cxceptirig Mr. idlings, impor^, 
that foe Englidi gotnadahs^^iall not, be 
under any adual controojt of foe officers 
of foe country gpy@|aii;^t, be re- 
ftifoied by regulafop^ m be 
laid down.” 


I AMt 
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I AM perfuaded, that my opinion will* 
be thought reafonable by all difinte- 
refted perfons, and to contain as great 
privile^ bt pnvat^ traded ) as the Com- 
pany ev^ ihtdftded Aeir fervants fliould 
enjoy j more indeed thair wa& cohfijfeirt 
with their repined oHers. " Ho^^er, 
neither my' opinion, nor tjie Company’s, 
orders, could ftipd againft minds, which 
were heatedwj& the notion, that dieir 
honor was. at Aake, in iuppofthig the 
party they were engaged in. ■ jtwas re- 
folved accordingly, that we had a right 
to trade in fait, beetle-nut, and every 

with the £brei^ %a<^ 'yet it ip^rs^ 
as* if the Couhoi faw W the very time 
the injuffice, of their pfoccC^ngi by 
riieir admitting, that a fomething fhould 
he paid to the Nabob, in conformity to 
the ufual praftice ; not that the Nalx>b 
any right to demand it, but merely 
as an indulgence which they were wil- 
ling to allow him. The following are 

the 
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the^^dceedlogs t^tive to th^ Mding 
of dd» point. ■' " ' 

f*. -y' i' -' .' • ■ 

'EMtri0 '<tf- Cor^ultation of the \ft tf’ 

March* 1763. 

^ A S it is the 0|nni6n of die ni^p-' 
•aV. rtty c^tiKe that afb^-^ 

deration ought to be paid to the N^h, 
on certain articles of die Ihlahd trade, die 
menibciafrohi diefobordinatcs areai^ed, 
what duties ihey^iraire hithmo paid? ahd 
oU^hat articles? - . . 

3 8 pcnoorads. 

On tobacco o 4 . per tnaund. 

Mr. Billers fays, that, at Lucky- 
poor, they Ufuatly paid, 
OnMt^Lhn.'Rs.p 14 jpcrioomds* 
On tobacco o 4 o per tnaund. 
Mr. Marriott that, at € 3 iit* 

ti%&ng, and diftti^, nodting has 

been pdd. ^ Ooffimhuzar, Patna, and 
Mdda, pay nodnng. ‘ ' 

From 

* At Uiefe three places, neither fait, be^e>>nut, 
not tobacco, were pur$:hafed for the inland trade. 



On£dt, ^cca Rs. 



« BEMtiAt. 3.^ 

CAiG^TjTA ♦ paj^ iw^ng, cjocpt 
on ialt, ab<»it the rate of four^ili 
Sicca rupees per lOo maunds, paid at 

TirE-trade, vih <rf ceW- 

ce, has been cafaiHl on. hx^. ^ iaft 
meiltios^ places wij^ a "(duftBelt- . ' 

. These ijpfcwpgatipas being ,had, .dm 
fol^wii^ ^tielBioa i«. ncw^ pi»f to be att- 
fwered tci-nmm>w. . . - 

hfiwp mtteb Jb^ Jivi^tre he en 

fdtt of oiber articles af inland ira^» 
oaUcb are carried from one place in tbe 
country to another, for fate and confump^ 

timf^ . . - 

. that the 

qneflhcm ajajr IBcev^iife be ' 

Whether the fdt, and other prodw^ (f 
tbe Company's. lands, are to pay ekties to 
tin country government, or not? 

And Mr. Watts the fbllowii^. 

Whether voe have not a r^bt to coin 
huWm in the nmtr of Faina and J)a&m, 
atd m •mbat terms f* 

Th* 

* At Calcutta, nu odier article mlaad trade 

Vras purchafed excepting fait. 
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fe 


die 




''^''#7'^fj;’iyr. -W.attsV'-C^^^i^.., , ' j,; 
iFkt insijowty oC die Bcafd yeAeiday 
weine rf opiiikii^^tluut by o^ 

ties, ive’ hisfcd a rij^bt^ WlffsSde in 4ir-* 

^an empire s thatJlil 0# 



as forme# Nabobs had cdl^e<J dhtifes 
OR ibitie articles (tho* contr^i^ tO the 
privileges ^Med os) they weire^wiUifig^ 
fome oohftderati(m lho^# bc mi?^e to 
thcib^bob. 1 f^r my ov^ parlj 1 agtir 
ftill of the f^e opinion; th^t ^o do.* 
ties ih^;^d-be paid on any articies j •and 
I ihalb dways efte^i it as an opeiiing^ 
left for the pre£mt;vNabob,. to^Gp^i^ a 
further infringement: on our privileges 
when opportunity may ofifer:' Nm do 
1 any reaibn for this indulgence,' to 

.be 
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be given n man* who has /pared nq pains 
to ^^ade the name qT the Eogii/h j 
taken every oppcn^unity to infult onr 
flag $ haSidUno&ti^aiiy &opt our hnhnefs 
for sear i!s%ioiB&s aiidin^ted ^is 
Board, by ^tt«n]^&g to esfeitee' a trea- 
ty, executed Ity Ac GovqAdr <5ni^^ and 
Aat hy Ares^ sad «ma^ , i . 

His Ict^toMAomed Allee, ccdlee- 
tor at Dacca^ is a fiffidknt proof caf the { 
firft; and MainmaedAlleef’s letter to the v 
sickdar of Bondeep^ ctmld aoihe writ- 
ten hut hy hia ord®"*- 

Howeves, as Ae majority of the 
B(xirdsfe fca eOaking -finne allowance, I- 
duidt'4wo add ic hatf p^r cent, on Ae . 
rowana, on^t i^, is hA foAc^Ot f 
hitt as tobacco Vhas ordy paid duties, ki 
ibine p^s, and do^wcks been granted 
vwA .it fwMB odi«^, dunk ^t we 
not to gty any duties on it. 
fait produced on Ac Company’s 
lands inight not to pay duties. 

The right to coin bullion in Ae 
mints <rf Ais empire is fully confirmed 
Voi. II, T>A by 
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by an exprefs * ^u^ul-hookum. No. zi, 
that two^aiid.A j^uarter per csent. is what 
JuggB^fi»t paid to the government, arid 
mo^^toutwhat the Dutch pay; there- 
mre, I think we ought to have the pri- 
vilege of coining sdl the Cewapany’s mo- 
nks, iri ;^y5)f Ae mints ,0/ the three 
provinces, at two and a quarter^r cent, 
whidi is more ihan fiiflicient to defray 
of coinage. , 


Mr.. MAi^RiOTT.ia of..opinkn^ that 


have tor the molt p^ ^qu^ukd in, a 
doty ihouldbe paid the government, of 
two and a. half per cent, on the rowana 
pric^ as it appears all the roWanas run 
at fhat ratoi but as h© looks ^lapon ijl as 
an Infringement Finnaun;p]dyi'’ 


, Here oa« fw all I will remark, tkataJNu&ul- 
hc^kum, as it, nothing iricye thm a 

writing firon ^ vHuty tejothing a obedience 
t& the King'sl^rinaua, bdt^dnv^s no dHbrii^ or 
further piivik^^ - The Firmaustf gives to 

coin, but without mention of the rate, and (^;oewrfi; 
we (bould pay as other merchants. No bufeul- 
hookum exprefies more. 
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lege, the Nabob ought to be informed 
, it is a cbncedion on ouir part ; thatT ^ 
duty of two aaMi a half ^per cent, ihotild 
be p^ afl^e a^ no other de- 

ma^ on occi^lh^- dr IxKits 
ftepp^ widi*Mf on any'j^ret^^ hay- 
ing the drpga's receipt on'&e back of 
the Compahj^a' the 

pirold^di on 

alfo pay dttty;''as- it has 
there'haymg be^ ‘Ho -difBnSSbn' mader- 
'Ifhat tobacco, anibeedo-nu^'btigb^ 
to pay duties, dtiftucks forBImie arli- 
cl« have generally been given,, and ho 
duties pjttd utriaie*^^ 
duced Id, eaEoepc Dacca and 
poor, on the fide of die fintuer, whi^ 
appears to have been an arbitnuy thing, 
as dirdu^ ihatartkkoai^ttdnMbi* 
ly to have beim cdSe^ at ottny 
That in regard totheeiednu^i^mo- 
ney,as wehave anundoubtal 
licc» from our Fitmaun and funni^, 
we cmgltt to infift on wlmt we a>in 
&ould pals; but to obviateanylois, that 
might arile by batta on fiixas oS a dif- 
D d 2 fcrent 



’a ■to: 

, Hiolj^ to totots $ 1^ toat 

s be^to^ at thfc rates ‘^t^oiian- 

p^ny .to<?civfe itom pfer^iis coin and 
recoin in thcir "inints, WliicH'ls 'illktot flio 
fame tlwt in'&eitotteen'paid atPiitha. 




Mr, < 3 ^a^. . 


, That, 'lire laave a'j^bt to a free 
witliOHfc :|a^fpig kioi, 

whebeinrr our duiOh^ it aad 

it fhoald lie^-gfSMa^ %^ 


^ gpsfft ^c. fer the iiih^ teaffich ao^ 
Q(fflihm|ittoa in the couhtiy^ as well ^ 
Ibr gfK:^ ini|NEtFted and eaporb^ I ex's 
pfi^d in my imnute ol^yefite^y 5 hut 
as ww fijT ac^e&g to 

fOOtxRHe'to as a pcunt ftf fa^t 

V€»e» not cd* i^ht, a' certain allowance 
on ialt, tho’ I difieiit all fuch al* 
hmanoe in ani ^Boscag^, ss. it Is eibri> 


% diity u|^ an atttde d>at makes, 
very coniiderable a part of 
an4 reanw^ ^ th« C#ajpait^s lands, 
and which they way htbafter ptobahly 



#6p^feTe i yet. as the qu#i^ now 
ft#ods. that fotnething Ihonlid he conti? 
nofid to he paid to the |?abhh, and it 
is d^owded* what thstf 0ibidd W ; two 
and a half psr neat, on the iwana^i^ 
i ihink the auA thaU %nidd be pald*ri; 
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The article of tolmcro having been 
hitherto carr^ on with the Com^ny’s 
diiftnck .toward^ CoiffitBEd^ Malda* 
and l^tsa> from Calcutta, and no rowa- 
na ever taken out for it, at Dacca and 
Duekypoor,: where only. it has ever been 
paid ; I loofcron onr righ^ to grant <hif- 
tucks-for thfe article -Rs fully ^^Hifljcd, 
as on any other ^ruffiarticle,: for which 
the Company ^ow.^ant their dulbrek. 
This I tiiinkpinis^,bedone<with as^much 
tight, in virtue bf ;our Tiltiiaan and 
treaties* asVfor any .arb^4®| bf^onfomfK 

l&r^PrelBdedit .prb^fes iffiontd be'CaiTi> 
ction without daties, and on which, be- 
ibre the revolution* we paid well ;a8 
on any other article. - v - . , 

. As the^Caik^tta hccas cannot 
RtDac^t^ l^atna.withcmt a d^oilni^ 
contrary. to’ti^C tieaty for eliablifhi^^oiur 
»iat j and^ce^eaeyof fheCdCutta^^ 
Cas tiici'the thre^proitinces, with^^^^t.. 
ta*andthelb>lahi&iytjBecJRflierQtt tlt«f.«Tnn - 
^raticm giaa^ perwanalm for bo^oif 
the fum-nec^liuyr fbr^the 

‘ * - faftorics 
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fe6l:ories at Patna and Dacca,' I think 
we have a juft claim to coin as formerly 
fo much in thoie mints at two and a 
quarter per cent, which I think better 
than ftamping fifecas ef thc^ places in 
our mints, as it appears !^ ^tecsmmple of 
our Moorftiedabad ftccas, that ^te ftuofts 
will alw^ elude this method, and not 
receive thole rupees but at a difcount. 

Jlfr. HaftingsV ’ 

.. M«. Hastings is of ppinion, in 
anlwer to queftion the firft; 

■ T HA T nine per cent, on the prime 
coft of each article Ihould be paid to 
the government, which he to be 
|«et^ roear^.^^^ie wi& paid 

by other on^rdiaitts.- t - 1% ; 

. T o queftion the Second. IThat every 
artick-oCJnlar^ tra^ being “ produced, 
tho’ not in eqc^^ abundance, nptm fhe 
Company’s lands, to exccpt^thkh from 
the duty levied upon tite f^e artml^ 
produced in mher parts* ** would; be a 
Imrce id continual frauds wmui di^atos 
with the government ; and t^t theto!^ 
tore aUfuch goodslhxmldbeiaEsedj ornon^ 

• . I>d 4 To 


4o8 ^ : 


T o queftioii we have 

no £ieh rights 4 a 

mintSf ^ U> 

i|j, ^ybe fciDws of. 

:• V Gartiksf'j OpMkn. 

U k. C A Ik m iid^u^ 

^ flienkii)« ^ 611 mf okr 

trai^ b«tt^£bti W he #hd^ t5h&^ lli^ 

paid he dliitfe? la khy j^aft <^-lhb <66hn*» 
try but Dacca ^d*Lad^^[$oori 
eva: !ie«a ehadder^^ |to)3ehfea 

in Calcutta who 


heni au^ jai4 

Ma}da$ ;^nKilatu% fh® '^ : ** '*" *'^^* 
T aAk' We ABouMlfteWi^ iofift epos 
the privdege of coink% « ^iic fe t klK d 
miftta.:of ^e^provmcsa^ uah^ we twi 



Cf^ 

■- — -s 

<s 


ke^ 

j^’s ImOs iko^vhe 

&ne as wfc^~»WyCjhe. illl- 

e^r P^ts of the ©oWy. ‘ Mr, 
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r%^ It k ll^reei ^ Boards W i^ 

ft <to cwtsHn-ftrtkfes of the Maod 
tra^, I gLfe it «a to^^iako, that Mt 
k the only, to pgf 

ctt#9^ <0 A© CCKOS^ 

^JBC ' h# nue^ Jillytl 



.-jf* M4§i^tt to^itocoae 


D*^e5®* ' oj> twd |ier. 

cent, b^fig the. niaal culfeq^ paW Isi^ 
thcito at Pajtot-: i 



veM qaeAtcfits propo^ ln tnnfuhid^ 

gavc'Ms i^i- 

hie^" thftt-w^ fliotild s^nSe^ & ^yfng 
^ fa^ thides! on Mt tph^d, ^ 
hum finee Me^ Jai^s cdmi 

kigtothe Snt^hflnpj btrt'thit tSic fimo 
iii»i3 i^^hsed toi by ^ 
deed c* writiiig. l%e Prefi^ent 
% ^<^fcd die &nc ^ueftion, to be 

anfwcred 
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anfwcred ag^ !^ycs,iM'.no, mdioat ex- 
plaiiatioa 'GT 

^eii^<Mre^^bliyks prc^r to explain him^ 
fetf Aic^bdr on ^is head. He thinks. 


wir^onld ccmtinue taddj to acqniefce 
in paying fuch duties on £dt andftol»ca>, 
and at fack piat^ only, ' as '%e iBd' in 
Meerr^tdi^’S'timc^ that tl^ Nabob may 
not Gomphdn o£ our ufing him-worfe, m 
any rcfp^i tiian wfe'^did Mccr -|affict ^ 


blit ti^t ’we fliQidd b<^ even ^dake ' any 
publick deolmhaUiMir tberoof^^'in^c^ .lelk 
agree to it by any finblt<^H&iedw> lite finr- 


tiier thiiii^t:iio': 



tered into ixtitii Ai Nab^^S ) 


but that we ibould infill cm his adhering 
firhilly to thofe made with Sei^^ahf Dowla 
and Meer Jafiler. , . . - f 


^lITaAT he.does nol.fiie a^ real^ fi^ 
making a diftin£ti<Hi ib.reg^d to goods 
produced in the Cc»Bpany*$ la^s $ and 
thinks we have- a,;i^^^ 4^ oc^ 
nd(ints.of Psirtn4,aBd.Efeiei^ iJ^ it 
0io«di k :ms 

• ■ m jr' ^ -< m. - * '-•Z'" ■ *■ .' * T ' 

m 
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Mi^f^ Camseds : 

. Major - Carn Ae. hs® givea; k Jm : 
opimoh, tiiaC BO dadesr whatever, ihoii^' 
be gken to the Nal»b: S:;howcyer, a;ma-«: 
joci^ of ^ Bosrd rhavB^ deteiSBme^, 
that a conhderatkm i^aild be. pa»d ibr 
certain ATtides of trade ;jmsLjm jCarp^^ 
thinks it duHiid oafy be ntpon Ibdx arti-- 
cles, for which ' dicyKa&>b.xaBip4ead 
Old ocmitant pra£tice» * and this cannot 
be done of any other conunodity^ .i&ve 
tahi the mod; eqttitable ftatemtent' itM:- 
which fwms'tO'b^ 'lb pay Aefoms.' ^je- 
cihed'in the rowana, viz. two ^d half- 
per cent. - ^ . 

'<lAlRIK^4 hop^ 

anowancematy 4e^re^ oAs^'^tlK Board 
will be particularly careful to have itcxi*f 
plainal to thcNabob,^^ that k is amattkr' 
of favor, toot of tight. = ■ - 

Mr. Amyatt’r Opinion. * ' i 
•The general opittio'n of tHfeKdrd be- 
ing, . we had an undoubted right tp'trkdc 
free irtHU any duty whatever j but that 
the pfelent Nabob Biould enje^ a reve- 
nue equal with his predeceflbrs, they a- 

greed 


jpz, ^ N 

greed ^ pay MttI gcegfet aratjgn 
inland ti^dcv tnxidN^ llill;^ 

imd dunlu ^jQ^ifide^ 
tn be alloimed» is inteadM to 
inlioant to as much as. was liefc»e, ^d 
is now paid ; .£b that aU dse inhi^^bidft 
in general. OKxild he. taxed to |nip„l|its 
charge, as eveipr ^u^le.caA cqQ^y tHa^r 
it^ and a du^ oC two per cant, fhoold 
be lenednn aQ arthdcs ptirpbaiSd in any 
part.of the .eoonl^, to be lent fwi iRdd 
in another .pnrt. |knLtoprcyeot *“>yito?» 
pod&m^ts in pa pur bpfiiwfi, 

Pt yex^QOf 
c«iiihg ' dMs duty ‘by 
people, he would prcp<^, that all goods 
pais with a, Company’s doftuck, ii^^h 
duiluck being carried to die buxbiPuhur, 
tb^ are ijhmediatdy to rem^e th^ two 
- per cent, and give a receipt fejr 'dbe a>- 
mount upon the back of ^ duftuck s 
and then tlmie goods are &ee. to 
and be fold ai^ whoic. 

Ma. AMynTT ^^c^inli% Umtm 
ahowance open ialt is f^grtod o«, it 
iJtould be equahy grantti opon t|^ 

which 
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Is ib4de m kuta perganafas^ 

Widi ^ die aunt M Pttrmi on# 

Psees, lie fixs ik) ixxraifion iwidte 
liil^ed di i tt ap f ^ 4aid die lam «we 
ha^e fleai^dedto he ^Kre, 

bdng ^liiiieat ^ idS tea&i^le |iitr- 
pdfes^lmtstif«pi&R^^ dcii4ii^ a»ilia^ 
dben^ te'-'isfifted cm. " . 

■ ^AJOR Al> AMtS Ife 

ye&et&s^f Si tb tite 

tioit propoi^^e 19 A, natiieljry Ih^i^ 

dudes which ii^d^ ihidici'td be(^ paid 

te prev«?t df^- 

^ ‘ y^ Tre^iitnfs oj>mt^^ 

As t Ain b^ Ufanibn flie ihland dAde 
place Jtq place in die country, in 
ai^cles oflffie produce of the coun^, is 
not cbmprehended within the jmyi- 
i^es bf die PidnaoD, and coi^^u^tly 
^at we fiAve nb right to infift, or 
to carry it oii ctiftom-free j fo I t]hiiuE,lF 
We find it for our advantage to carry it 


?-?'■ ' 


on. 


/ 
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tmi we ’mn|b be/^^^ widi ^e &me 
terms as^^jotlK^c.liaen^iw^,^^^^ pay the 
j^UlpShedt/i^ng’s duties at eireiry place, 
>tiald8^^e can agree with die Nabob for 
an equivalents ; ' 

- . :By alithe infbrtnaticms L could get 
iUL this find,' that Irotn diis 

p^e to Patna,' dw, -King’s : duties^ are 
colle<Sed on fidtact- fix difib^t jdaces, 
viz^ Hoci^y, Meorfiwchhad, or Ja~ 
Hnglqr, Rajemal^ ' Carr%db, Bauglo* 
|XK>r, andfinsdly^die dewanneeduty upon 
the ialea'at Patna.’ 

at 

the lowbl of the ^eral inforihatibns I 
took, was more than twenty-five mpees 
per hundred maunds j or if we reckon 
them at what is &id to bo the regular 
King’s duties^ at every: place where du- 
ties are colleSed, diat is, two and a half 
per cent, the aniount will he fiftebi per 
ceijt._ ' ./ 

,v O n tobacco it appears, diat both at 
Dacca and Luckypo^ they have pdid 
four anas per maund i tvhidi reckoning 

* the 
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the coil tWo tiif^es per maond, will 
turn out above twelve per cent.- ' 

, On beetle^nut it appears, they^ have, 
thitherto paiAno ^ti^ i but for nay part, 
I can conceive no/Other difiin^ea be-*^ 
tween what, ought to pay Antics to the 
country government, and what noti but 
• this Q^fareigtt trader that is, goods im- 
ported, Mid goods bou^t for expotta-' 
tion zxA mland trade, in articles of the 
produce of the country front place to 
place in the country ; the firft cA which), 
being a Firmaun privilege, pays duties 
to the Company, and goes with their 
duduck > the feemuh 1 underdand 
to he a FkniaB»*;pri»ileg© ; gews Seom 

place tOiplaCean the ^country, without 
paying any duties to the Gennpany ; and I 
think the government has as much right 
to their cuftom from us on fuch trade, 
as from other merchants. 

Upon the whole, I think nine per 
cent, on the prime coft of the goods a 
vefy eafy and advantageous accommoda- 
tion for the Englifh dealers in this trade; 
and as the Nabob hi^ confented to accept 

' that. 
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as ait'eqiil^kiMt: feridi d^naods 
throughout ihe ^rae proviiu^^ 1 am 
ilf jBfmim, we&oi^ readily s^;ree to it, 
:uBd obtain a conirmed right lojwhat has ^ 
Idriieitobeeaalways deputed ; and I muft 
add, that 2 think it is a tax vhidi 
trade wdl bear* 

' BjsccoirijbG rupees per 

hitn&»i nuaiffids, .oiliklit'is a h^h j^ioe 
theprime ^ne ihidi on^T^ 
nennsf^ies md A 4|ttartar >par imndied 
nasnidds. With rdpcs& %o &e pcodnee 
oir^’C^Bpaifiy’a 1 the nocr- 


hi dbat Anfsid 

•t^s ariil^ others, as h^e 

adstays hitherto done to the raunUy go^ 
▼ecfim<mt, i^on v^iat has c^ried 
ttp die cooiD^ry, and to the^CcHsapfUsy 


ttKtididaes npon ta'hat has ^A hQporti« 
od^uXkdc^tta. - 


. As to QtM' rig^t by/o«n©r gamtt to 
tom m ^ King’s nrints, it itoq? be 
doMbl^, ^wh^er the girmt to hoM a 
mint ourielvtes does not l^^cede ri^e 
Ibrmer j but fiippofing it does not, and 
dbat we have yet a right to cein in Ae 
' ' King’s 
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King’s fsebitS) not with any partW 
cn)^ ia^u^eneo sis to "the rate of th^ 
coia^, but we tfmtK.gjiy feme miat 
chaises ase^iber ^gwiehatHas/’ * 

was^ ^y n^tejr <N^ ^enamune 
win> were thC' majority,' 
fhfiir ^^QQr f ftt was ,re- 

V folyed* . Aat; ihenaigority of Si»*d 
were agreed* that two and a.haif>^c 
€««. on die rowaoa firice, (houhi be the 
eftabliflied cmfeore cm felt; that the acti* 
cie felt <miy l^uld fny a c«^om to 
the ccmntry government^ and this as a' 
compliment, a fever, a. confideratkm* 
ootari^it^^ * : 

I XELiETE it Wdl he hard to piodiaoe 
an inftance like dns, of a qnefeitmof fo 
moch cooieqaence being detenaiined, by 
iiich a ih’ange confudon of wferes ; and 
indeed nothing can Jbe more abihrd th^ 
thedeterminatioo kMf ; for-if they were 
df opinion, the M<^;xd King’s Firmann 
did coah^ fech an unlimited extent to 
out private trade, the point had better 
have been fettled at once, that nothing 
VoL. II. E e fliould 



41 8 Narrative the 

iliould be paid 1 if di|f dbe other hand, 
they begap to perceive they had been 
miflcd, apd that the Firmaun did not 
convey fuch ah unlimited extent* then 
they fiiould have relblved to carry it on 
Kke other merchants ; or if th^y meant 
to go by former precedents, they should 
have paid fuch duties as had been paid 
before, hot only on fait, but tobacco 
likewife. Upon the whole,, they neither 
did juftice to themfdves, nor to the Na- 
bob, nor to-fbrtner cuftom ; but made 
ah arbitrary rule, whidt any naajority of 
the 

form another with equal -right. ’ 

When the Council defired me to 
fettle a regulation of the private trade on 
a folid plan, either they ineant to ac- 
knowledge ^fopje rights in the Ndbob, 
or elle pretended to ihean fb, purpofely 
to deceive me, and aggravate, by this ar- 
tifice, our diiputes wi^ the government. 
If they had refolved to acknowledge no 
rights, they fhduld haye defired me td 
declare to the Nabob, ; that he muft not 
attempt to reftrain the EnglHh or their 

gomaftahs. 
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gomaftahs, nor demand cnftoms of any 
kind, nor hinder their carrying their 
trade in all articles tq all comers of the 
country. If this vhas their refblution, I 
fay, they.fliould have declared It then, 
and I would have elhdeavored to make 
the Nabob iubmit to it, until ht chuld 
get redrefs froiri the court of diredors j 
but I believe the trufb is,; Aat the Coun- 
cil at the time they defired me to fettle a 
plan, and fehf me &e accouht of duties 
paid at Luckypdor for my guidance, did 
really mean to pay duties, and acknow- 
ledge die Nabob's rights, but other no- 
tions were iniftillei^into them afterwards. 

Then the^a^lo Ite1^rized,-aiat 
I found my authority on the plain ifenfe 
of the words of their letter, ef the 15^ 
of November, and ♦ fay,' thatdieir an- 
fwer to Mrl Haftings and me, dated the 
27th of December, |Hainly dcmonifeates, 
that they never gave, nor intended to 
give me power to conclude thofe regula- 
tions, or any other. It is tme, their 
E e 2 letter 

* See Mr. Amyatt’s Minute of the 3d of Febru- 
ary, p. 257. 
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letter of the o^^xk. of De^mber troi^ii- 
difts the foccoer; but I cooMuot widi- 
Qut dhe gift of prophecy know, that 
they npieant nothing by their firft letter, 
and Aat they would contradid it by ano- 
ther, which was b> re^^ :h me» after I had 
taken have of the N^>ob. 

Mr. Hastings,' at the confidtatioa 
of the 2d of Matcii, ^ihred leave to lay 
fomething fur in ibepknaHon of thsi 
article of his die firH, which 

related to die feft^ ptoper bounds of 
authotii^ bptwe 4 the government's 

; glNn^n^iis. 

This additional midule was as follows. 

' Mr,Ha^ing$’sMzhute fthei/f f March- 

TN the coniultatiop of 3i%fterday, it 
hadng been entered as dbs unani- 
mous opinion of the wiA the An- 

gle excepdon of n^feli^ the Eng- 
gotn^ahs fiipuid be fubjed to no 
controul from goYernmeat j I muft 
beg leave to ^Join anO^er argument 
to what I have already laid upon the 

fuhjed. 
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fobje^t, in faror of this iQjigularity of 
ientiment. 

In all afikirs relating to our connexi- 
ons with the country govemment, one 
objeX we thould ever keep ia view, as 
of the higheft importance to the future 
welfare of the Conipany. I medi, the 
duration of their actjuifiticais, atuflnfio- 
ence in this coufifry. Whatevw inay 
ferye to perpetuate and fix thcfe advan- 
t%es, though attended with a prefXit 
inconvenience, fboald he invariably pnr- 
fued ; and whatever prefent or tcmpo- 
tary conveniencies have a tendency to de- 
ftroy them, or to change our connexi- 
ons, fhould be for the fame realbn re* 
Aff -uidon between two powers, 
which ftand in need of each oth^’s af-^ 
fiftangCi and whofe intetefts agfe^, may 
endure for ^s: bet where fhat mu- 
tual dependence is wanting, and their in- 
tercfbareperpetually clafhing, dte great- 
eft efforts of human wifdom wililBafce- 
ly be able to unite them on any fidfd 
foundatiem. Such Unfortunately i§ our 
fituation m our alliance with the^Jabob. 

E e 3 His 
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His potver, if properly fuppoited, and 
a mutual confidence were efiablifhed be- 
tween us, would indeed afibrd us the 
greateft benefit and fecurit^. But the 
chief fource of difcord between us, arifes 
from the intricacy of owr ojnnoftions 
with him. Our lands (the leaft fubjeft 
indeed of contention, becauie divided 
by known and fixed boundaries) lie clofe 
to, and even in the midft of his. Our 
trade is circulated dirough every part of 
his/ country, and our agents and depen- 
dents intimately blended with his fub- 
jefts, without any bounds to mark .put 
the extent of his authority, and our own 
privileges. 

It is now propofcd to fix fuch a li- 
mitation, by abfolvingf every perfim em- 
plc^ed in our fervice from the ju^fdic- 
tion of the government. This, itis<true» 
will prevent then- iuffering any oppref- 
fioa, but it gives them a full. licence of 
oppreffing others ; fipce wlatever crimes 
they may comnut, the msgiflr^le mufi: 
patiently dopk on, nor dare even fo de- 
fend the liv^ or properties of the fiih- 

jedls 
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je£ts entrufted to his care, without a 
violation of our rights and privileges. 
Such is the caepedient propofed for the 
fecurity of our trade, and for prefcrving 
the tranquility of the country I 

Such a lyftcm of government cannot 
fail to create in the minds of the wretch- 
ed inhabitants an abhorrence of the Eng- 
lifli name and authority j and how; wHi 
it be poffible for the Nabob, whilft he 
hears the cries of his people, which he 
cannot redrefs, not to wifli to free him- 
felf from an alliance, which fubjefts him 
to fuch indignities ? 

I FORBEAR, at prefent, to take notice' 
of the methods, which arc to be 
piqued as checks of lucha licentiodls^ j 
but (hall briefly c^ferve, that if* the 
Chief|>.of the fa<51ories are to be 
the judges in all c&uies, in whkh thear^ 
gomaftahs are ebneerned, whatever their 
integrity may be, or how unbiafled lo^ 
ever their judgments ; yet ftich is the 
infatuation of mankind (not to ip^ak of 
Bengalees alone) that in ninet^-nihe’ 
cafes out of an hundred,’ they ‘will fa-- 
E e 4 ther 
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ther fubmit to oppreffion, tfaaft foriske 
their houfts* and travel with a crowd 
of witnefiefi to the ncardi fa^ry in 
.queft^ of jttftice, when they believe th«r 
judge to be interelled in the fuit againft 
them ; as there will be few inllajices^ in 
which it will not be in the power g/S the 
gomallah to conned; his own frauds or 
rogueries Widi the iotereft of his em- 
ployer, fo as to make it hazardous to 
eha^ze him*’* 

At the lame confultation a letter was 
received from Dacca,, iqelphng a oof^ 
of one which Mahomed Allee, the col- 
ledor there, had received from the Na- 
bob, on the fubjed of a complaint I had 
made of Ibme bales^of cloth belonging 
to me having been The Nabob 

reprimands Mahomed AUee, for not dif- 
tinguiduDg betwf^n the foreign trade, 
which would go with a duiluck j jand 
the inland trade, . which alone w^ to 
f&Y i and in the poftfeript* for- 
bids him to moled: any gonaalbdis/or.toi 
demand duties upon goods, which fhould 
have the Company’s, or ny duftuck. I 

wrote 
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wrote to the Nabob immediate to cx- 
^aia to him, that eme and the feme diif- 
tuck was cv» ufed for the Company’s 
g0d(fe and miftej and all o&ergentie- ., 
men's in the fervice ; and that his giv- 
ing a particular order in favour of my 
goma^ahs. Was not What I exped^, 
but defired to fare like odierS j- afid that 
his expreffing any particular regard to 
my intereft, would only give people aa 
opportunity of attempting to injiire mjr 
reputation. The Nabob’s letter* and 
my addrefs to him on the fubjeft, are 
entered in the margin *. They are of 

fo 

* Gf/ of a Utttr from tit Nabob it MiAoioed 
AUe& 

By, a letter from the Governor 1 underftand, 

« diat \^tb r^rd to the tnerchandize of the coittH 
try, viz. tobacco, ialt, beetlo-nut* and dried 
which at difierent places are piircb:ded and §(Mf 
“ tho’ they want to pay 9 per cent, yet you are 
“ defirous of ftopping the bulinpis, and will not 
« pay any regard to h, but endeavour to intmnpt 
the trade ; that you lik^fe donand dutiesen the 
Coilipany’s cloth, which has CoEiipaii3r*s dtif* 
tuck, and never was known to pay an y dories. | 
f‘ That Coja Alkafuc, throt^h the means of Coja 

“ Wanis, 
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ib little con&quence, that I ihould not 
have fwelled thht Narrative with them, 
but that .it wdl app^ iii the :^uel, 
that . Meffieure^ohnilone jahd H%k did 

really 

** Wanisywas apfxnntei to tranfaft theGoveitior’s 
** {HTiTate bufinefs at Daexa, and had, agreeably to 

the Company’s duftuck, provided thirty bales of 
“ cloth, twenty-eight of which he fent before, and 
“ afterwards the two others j but you intercepted 
“ them, and demanded dudes thereon j and with- 
** <Htt realbn demanded dudes on cloths, and on the 
“ Company’s purefaafes, that , before never pmd 
“ any.” 

The Governor and mylBf lwve ' screed, ' 
on the Cmnpany^ exports anrf^mports, having 
a duftuck, no dudes ihall be demanded by any 
one ; and ^atever goods are purchafed and fold 
within this country, being the produce of this 
country, ftall pay ^ percent, at Ae place vAere 
Aey arc bou^t. A copy of Ae agreement I be- 
fore fent to you ; but it is amazing you will not 
obfetve Ae contents, but interrupt Ae Company’s 
goods. Now I ftriSly order you to examine well 
Ae agreement, and aft according to it. You are 
not to make any demand on goods at any of Ae 
Cmnpan]r’ s places of trade, having Ae Con^jany’s 
duftucks ; but on whatever goods are purchafed, 
being Ae prodiuie of Ae country, you are to take 
9 per cent, at Ac place where Aey are purchafed ; 

and 
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really make fuch strt attempt, althoBg^ 
I did not fufpea it at that time. 

Msurph; MeffieuK Car- 
tier, ' Ipiiiflldne Hay^ and Bolts, 

- ^ joined 

and usver in any refpeft deviate from the agree- 
ment. This ftriflly obferve. 

P. The Governor writes, that you impede 
the gomaftah for his private hulinefs ; there is no 
mention of private or public in the agreement ; yet, 
as he is my true friend, I now write, that if the 
faid gomaftah has the Company’:S or the Gpvernor’s 
duftuck, you are not to impede him. 

Extras of a Letter from the. Governor to Nabob. 

The Chief of Dacca fent me the copy of a letter 
wrote by you to Mahomed Alice Beg, in which he 
is ftri<SUy charged to take cuftoms according to my 
agreement ; and (although there is no diftincftion of 
perfons mentioned in the agreement, yet, as I have 
a proper friendlhip for you) not to interrupt the 
gomaftahs employed in my trade, who fliall be pro- 
vided with my duftuck, or the Company’s. The 
regulations contained in that letter, or agreement of 
mine, which I wrote in anfwer to your perwannah, 
in order to put an end to the difputes between your 
people and the Englilh gomaftahs, cannot now take 
place ; becaufe that, through the injurious beha- 
viour of Mahomed Alice Beg, and Syed Jelaul 
Bocary, and the other officers of the fircar, greater 

difturbances 
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j<Hned in a reprefentatie»» tp the Bo2rd, 
of obftraaions the;^^ inct, with in their 
private trade at Ra^^rttee. The in- 
juries ^ were ftich»* as re- 

quired immediate redrefs; it was re- 
folved therefore to fend a party of fee- 
poy& to feize the fougedar, and free the 
bu£nefs which was flopped. 

This* was followed by a like com- 
plaint from Patna, of their opium bufi- 
nefs being obftru&ed at Bahar, and du- 
ties demanded > but it concluded with 
advifing, that they fhould fend a party of 
ieept^s to protc^ their gpmaftahs. 

And 

A'fbifbaice? have arifen than ever. This I have 
already itjqhaihfecd you wIA. Ton order Mahonied 
. Allee hrferrajrt irtiy trade which ihall be pro- 

vided my didla^ or the Company's. All 
ffieduftueks grs^^i o&cr for my goods, or other 
g«ttleiiien’Sj- ate die Ccwipany^s, and the fame 
Whidh have eVef b«« efbblilhed. I reprefented to 
you,^ilattK> Inteitiiptj^ muft be given to the trade 
irf Uw Englifli, arrf did not fpeak of my own in 
particular^ barai^ tny fciAiefs, and that of other 
gentlemen, is o#l the fame fiaofing •, and Ae dif- 
ttndtoit yon make hi tny favour, can only gam me 
aft ill name. 
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And the fame day a general refolu- 
tion was taken, ^QBcerning the.difputes 
which might liappdh in future between 
the officers of the ‘ country government 
and our gomaftahs, to the ' following 
purport. * 


End of Vol. II. 











